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Plenty of Jobs for 


+ 


Legit Actors 


This Summer As N.Y. Prod. Booms 


There should be no summer dearth 
in jobs for legit actors for although 
the number of rural stock spots will | 
again be puny in comparison to pre- | 
gas shortage seasons, indications are} 
that Broadway will be as well popu- | 
lated with shows as last year, and | 
there probably will be more. At}! 
least two dozen. attractions are ex- 
pected to be on metropolitan stages. | 

Currently there.are 34 shows on | 
the list, a materially higher number 
than the corresponding week last | 
year, and though some will close, new 
productions are still coming in and | 
there will be some June premieres. 
The season's standouts and the sen 
successes will naturally continue ifito | 
the summer and it looks like eight 
favorites that were on hand a year 
ago will ride through into fall, with 
some certain to stick into the new 
season, All of that bunch has played 
more than a year, while “Life With 


(Continued on page 50) 


| 5th War Loan Forces Set 
By O'Donnell As Prelude 
To Film Industry’s Drive 


R. J. O'Donnell moved swiftly last 
week to line up field forces and ex-, 
ecutive committees to spearhead the 
Fifth War Loan campaign by the 


motion picture industry. O’Donnell, | 
the industry’s national campaign | 


chairman, called a meeting of mem- 
bers of the theatres division of the 
| New York War Activities Committee 
to organize activities. Pledge of | 


100% support from the theatres in | 
| the metropolitan New York area | 
Was unanimously given. 


The five newsreel companies are 
scheduled to maintain a steady flow | 
of coverage of important national | 
events in connection with the drive 

Castine on page 46) 


} ANDREWS SIS’ 156 PLUS 
IN CHI, THEIR TOPS 


Andrews Sisters are drawing a 


$15,000 guarantee plus a split over 
$35,000 for their date at the Oriental 
theatre, Chicago, which opens Fri- 
day (5). This is the highest money 


the trio has ever drawn. It includes, of 
course, the entire show, backed by 
Mitch Ayres’ orchestra. Ayres him- 
; self is playing the one week because | 
he’s called for in the contract. He 
hasn't been with the outfit for sev- 
‘ eral weeks due to his imminent 
Army call. 
7 After the Oriental, Andrews trio 
plays a week at Orpheum, Minneap- 
olis, then is due on the Coast end of 
May to make two pictures for Co- 
lumbia to round out a 16-nicture 
contract that expires in August. 
While west the group may make a 
film at another studio. Deals are on 
with Warners, RKO and for an indie 
production at United Artists. 


By JACK PULASKI + 


| ciation of customers. 


| reached a stage where the gag slo- 


Stays As ‘2d Fiddle’ 


Seattle, May 2. 


Lieut. Gov. Vic Meyers, former 
band leader, after announcing he 
was “tired of playing second fiddle” 


to Gov. Langlie, and then filing for 
the democratic nomination for U. S. 
Senator, has finally reconciled him- 
self to his present job, which he has 
held for almost 12 years. 

He will run for re-election as 
lieutenant-governor. 


Score Discrimination 
To Marian Anderson 
At Canadian Dinner 


Toronto, May 2. 
“Sincere apologies on behalf of 
this community” for her being 
barred last week at a congratulatory 


dinner in her honor at the Granite 
Club here were tendered Marian 
Anderson, colored contralto, in a 


resolution unanimously carried by 
the Toronto Presbytery, United 
Church of Canada. 

Concurrently, Rev. Dr. Bert How- 
ard, Albert College, told an Interna- 
tional Rotary annual conference here 
of some 900 delegates that “we 
vociferously applaud the talents of 
Marian Andersen, Paul Robeson 
and Roland Hayes. but we won't eat 


with them: we won't give them hotel 
accommodation; we tell them to find 
somewhere else to sleep.” (Hayes 
had difficulty finding accommodation 

(Contin 


ued on page 50) 


30%, TAX BLUES: GOTTA 
YES CUSTOMERS AGAIN 


One thing the 30° tax has done, 
it's shocked some of the too prosper- 
ous niteries back to pre-war appre- | 


} 


The bonifaces, harassed of recent 
months by “too much business,” are 
not now as indifferent. It had 
waiters; we Car 
was kidding- 


gan, “Be kind to our 
always get customers,” 
on-the-square. 


‘Now Those Bathtub | 


Tenors Will Get Ideas! 


Mark it down as Sinatra hysteria 
—or somethin’—but there just ain't 
any bad male singers any more, ac- | 


| cording to audience reaction. Singers 


caught in theatres recently, in N. Y. | 
and out. good, bad and indifferent, 
frequently draw more response than 
headline acts, 

Many bendleaders who thought 
they had just passable vocalists have 
been eonsiderably surprised to find 
their boys breaking up the audiences 
—mostly bobby sox, of course—on 
theatre routes. | 


inet officials 
| nature of 


| Sté nd and 


namely, 
| “Mairzy 


|Publishers admitted are Frank An- | 


EYE D.C. FOR FAIR 


WASHINGTON 


Government Officials Look 
to Exhibition Though 
Setup Hasn’t Gone Beyond 
Talk Stage—Chance for 
Amusement Industry 


SHOW BIZ PARADE 


Washington, May 2. 

There is considerable talk locally 
of Washington becoming the site of 
a new World’s Fair shortly after the 
end of the war. While there is noth- 
ing definite and nothing coming from 
official sources, both Government 
officials and industry people appear 
to have the bee in their bonnet, 

One film industry rep, who was 


Overseas—On Staten Is. 


USO-Camp Shows officials are 
burned about certain 
nightclub entertainers 
audiences that 
from overseas 
they've never 

Camp Shows officials emphasize 
the situation is unfair to talent that’s 


who inform 


assignments — when 
been abroad. 


profession as a whole. 


AFM Pacts With Decca, 
Others May Be Scrapped 
Should WLB Nix Petrillo 


By BERNIE WOODS 
Many recording industry execu- 


(Continued on page 2) 


NBC Pulls Pinch 


tives are conjecturing currently on 
the future status cf the agreements 
Decca Records and 50-odd recording 
and transcription firms signed with 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians last fall calling for payment to 
the union on every record manu- 
facitured. They are wondering what 
will happen to these arrangements 


On ‘Mr. D.A.” Cuts 
Program Off Air 


Long standing differences be- 
tween Pedlar, Ryan, Lusk agency 
and NBC over script of the Bris stol- | 
Myers “Mr. District Attorney” 
reached a climax last week with | 
being cut off the air for a} 


show 
| 


session 
2l-second period. Rift developed 
over two-and-a-half years ago when | 


objected to anti-Fascjst 
scripts at a time when 


sabotage and other allied themes 
were taboo on the web. Agency 
| stuck to its guns then and with U. S. | 


into the war, the net, to all 

purposes, reversed its 
permitted the agency to 
(Continued on page 46) | 


intents and 


STOKI AND “MAIRZY’ 


MAESTRO MAKE ASCAP 


talented, zomparat 

to hoy ranks of popular songsmithy 

Leopold Stokowski 

among a group of songwriters and | 

music publishers admitted to mem- | 

bership in the American Society of 

Composers,. Authors and Publishers 
last week. 

Stoki was given a 

| ASCAP along with other tune 


ive newcomer 


— Was 


rating by | 
writ- 


Doats”), Lee Sims, Irene 
Higginbotham, George Hamilton, | 
Albert T. Frisch and Lou Cobey. } 


tony. Jefferson Music Co. and Pyra- 
mid Music. Jefferson is firm re- 
cently set up by songwriter Redd 
Evans with one tune, “Salt Water | 
Cow boy.’ ’ 


‘in the event the forthcoming War 


Labor Board decision in Columbia | 
and Victor's fight against Petrillo is 


(Continued on Pag se 50) 


‘Bernadette’ Slated 


For Stage Production 
Washington, May 2. 

Walter Kerr of Catholic Univer- 
sity, with the consent and coopera- 
tion of Franz Werfel, has been work- 
ing on a dramatization of Werfel’s 
“The Song of Bernadette.” 

Script is completed and meets with 
the author's approval. Rights to the 
stage version are held jointly by 
Kerr-Werfel and a Chicago produc- 
ing firm. 


vaude and! 
they've just returned | 
| cided on their mode 


the fabulous 
gone overseas, and.to the amusement | 


| tlement of the 


Networks Seen Attempting to Regain 
Control of Radio From Ad Agencies 


+ Behind-the-scene maneuvering is 


‘seen developing into an out-and-out 
attempt on the part of the major 
networks to regain complete radio 
supremacy. Shunted into a backseat 
position during the past decade, as 
the advertising agencies virtually 
took over control of the multi- 
million dollar production reins. the 
| webs, it appears, have at last de- 
of attack to re- 
capture lost prestige, not to mention 
revenues accruing to 
the agencies. 

Precipitating the decision of the 
networks to move in on the 
is the ominous threat of the un- 
known power of television. It’s a 
known fact that the want to 
rule the roost when tele program- 
ming hits its stride, and are deeply 
concerned over the planned activity 
of the agencies in preparation for 
the day when sponsored television 
takes hold. Realizing that the agen- 

(Continued on page 50) 


Sinatra, T. Dorsey 
May Buck Each Other 
In N.Y. Theatre Dates 


As they are tentatively set now, 
Frank Sinatra and Tommy Dorsey's 
band are likely to buck one another 
on Broadway next fall. 

Sinatra was to have played the 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., this month 
but a film call forced date to be set 
back until Labor Day. Dorsey was to 


agencies 


webs 


|have played the Capito! theatre, 
N. Y., in June, but a similar Hollv- 
wood call set the date back until 


around the same time 


bitter 


ng the 


Sinatra and Dorsey were 
about one another follow 
leader's contractual 
hold on the singer last vear. This 
sentiment has eased somewhat. but 
still isn’t at a friendly stage. Both 
are about the most powerfu 
in their respective fields 


names 
currently 


Of 


Al Trace (who introed | : 


The Hour 


All-Girl Orchestra 
and Choir 


Conducted by 


Phil Spitalny 


Charm 


| 
ISCREEN [RADIO] /MUSIC| STAGE] | 
| 
RIE | 
| 
| 
| 


2 MISCELLANY 


Wednesday, May 3, 1914 


Sees Old-Time Vaude Acts Out Of 
Camphor for Tele Booking Circuits 


Chicago, May 2. 

Prediction that television circuits, 
similar to the vaudeville circuits of 
the ‘20's, with talent rehesrsed, cos- 
tamed and trained in‘ New York, Two days before the students of 
Chicago or Hollywood would come] ssount Vernon Seminary were to 
into being at the end of the war was | present a Red Cross benefit at Ward- 
made by Commander William C.l man Park theatre called “Shubert 
Eddy, USN... in an address before) aney,” George W. Lloyd, president 
top radio execs here last week. of the seminary. was informed the 

Eddy pointed out that production title was unavailable. Protest is said 
costs, long one of the biggest head- to have come from the Shuberts’ 
aches of the new industry, could be | legal representative. 
cut to a minimum by routing variety; Play was retitled “An Ego in 
acts and even big productions on a| Heaven” and presented Saturday 
regular television circuit of the ma-! night (29). 
jor cities. Experienced television 
bookers will probably book the talent 


ico tanning JOLSON TO HEAD EAST 
FOR ‘HALL OF FAME’ 


A booking or circuit arrangement 
of this type is inevitable in the years 

following the war, according to Al Jolson is due cast next week to 
Eddy, due to the fact that coaxial! headline the 26th (final of the 1943-44 
cables or jumper relay stations’ series) show of the Philco-“Variety” 
necessary to pipe shows from a cen-|“Radio Hall of Fame” on May 28. 


Shubert Sensitivity 


Washington, May 2. 


98th WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
““Blackouts’ is a brilliant exple- 
sion of comedy entertainment. Ken 
Murray is tops.” 


VELOZ and YOLANDA 


tral point will take years to install 
and rur. into millions of dollars. 


This is the special topper-offer for 
the Philco family of employees, and 


Old time singles and variety acts 
are “tailor made” for video, Eddy 
pointed out, with most. standard 
vaude routines almost as good. “For 


the past few years in experimenting | 


with various types of shows we have 
found that literally all of the old- 
time acts are ‘naturals,’ for televi- 
sion,” Eddy said. 

Big productions staged for televi- 
sion alone, with special costuming, 
makeup and scenery will travel the 
television circuit the same as the 
smaller units. Routes of these types 
of shows, he believes, will be re- 
stricted to the larger cities and in 
most eases will be under long term 
contract to a commercial sponsor, 
whereas the smaller units will be 
available to locally sponsored shows. 

Commander Eddy, who had spent 
years in the television field prior to 
his re-entering the Navy in 1941, 
predicted that television will de- 
velop an entirely new group of actors 
and actresses in the years to come 
who will have the combined talents 
of stage, screen and radio as well as 
a new technique peculiar to televi- 
sion alone. “A large percentage of 
the present radio performers will be 
unable to qualify in video,’ he said, 
“with the result that newcomers to 
show business will be trained by the 
hundreds.” 


Commander Eddy, who is the com- | 


manding officer of the Navy Radar} ‘The stock group is in addition to 


school here, has been conducting a 
series of talks before top radio exec- 
utives on the general subject of tele- 


vision with the permission of the) “Oklahoma” are in 


Navy Dept. 
All-American Network 
Detroit, May 2. 


While the use of television in its 


industrial applications was stressed 


will originate from Convention Hall, 
, Philadelphia, before an audience of 
13,000. exclusively Philco employees. 
| Jolson is taking time out from 
i'three Columbia picture 


assignments, one of them “Bur- 


| another a mysieal for Alfred Drake, 


| third, Jolson’s own screen biog. 


War Dept. Clears Way 
For Overseas Stock Unit 


American Theatre Wing's proposal 
for a stock company to be sent to 
the European fighting front has been 
cleared by the War Depariment 
through USO-Camp Shows and the 
outfit will be immediately readied. 
While the Wing will finance the 
troupe, paying salaries and supply- 
| ing sets and costumes, the shows 
| will be jointly presented by the 
|USO and the Wing. Whether the 
|}company will be spotted in Algiers, 
‘Italy or first shown in England is 
| yet to be decided. 


| Players and others in the unit will 


|be in uniform and will be covered 
lwith $10,000 in insurance, as are 
lother entertainers sent overseas by 
/USO. Selection of a direcior A 
leasting of the stock are expected 
within 10 days. 


three other overseas legit units, the 
first to open being “Over 21,” now 
in Bermuda. Two 
rehearsal, one 
destined for the South Pacific and 
lthe other probably going to Europe. 
|All three are USO units. 


Holtz, Benny Fields, 
De Marcos to Head 
Paul Small Vauder 


Lou Holtz was pacted this week 


‘out of the “Oklahoma” cast, and the | 


companies of 


“Star Time,” which is being lined 


lesque” ‘bought from Paramount), | up on the coastgand preems at the 


Curran, San Francisco, July 24. 
, Unit will run two hours, two-a-day, 


| and will be spotted in legit houses, 
Same as Small’s previous vauders. 
|Benny Fields and the De Marcos 
' will share stellar billing with Holtz. 
Berry Bros., colored trio, will also 
be in it. 
| Small and Emmett Callahan, his 
| general manager, are currently on 
| the Coast and will line up five other 
'acts and possibly a girl line to com- 
| plete lineup. 
| Show will play break-in dates on 
| the way to Broadway. 


1,500 TO PAY TRIBUTE 


TO CANTOR AT DINNER 


For his 35 years in show biz and | 


his tremendous charitable 
| more than 1,500 from the entertain- 
ment industry are expected to pay 
tribute to Eddie Cantor Sunday (7) 
at a banquet in the ballroom of the 
Hotel Astor, N. Y. 

Tribute will be climaxed by a 
coast-to-coast NBC hookup’ from 
, midnight to 12:30 from the NBC stu- 
dios in N. Y., in the form of a “Can- 
tor Cavalcade.’ Broadcast will be 


highlighted by talks by George Jes- | 


sel and ex-Mayor Jimmy Walker, 
with songs and orch selections to 
span the 35 years of the comedian’s 
career. Jessel will be toastmaster. 


Eye D.C. | 


by Ralph R. Beal in a talk here to } 
the Detroit Engineering Society, the 

assistant to the vice 
charge of RCA | 

dicted that the ultimate aim of the} in the temporary Government build- 
company was to produce an all-| in ‘s thrown up for the war and 
American network to link all cities! scheduled to come down afterward. 
within a few years. These buildings, coupled wiih the 
for a Mall, the giant parkway which runs 
irom the Capitol to grounds around 


Continued from page 1 ——— 


RCA’s post-war plans call 


president in| formerly active in New York’s big | 
laboratories pre-j fair, has an idea of housing exhibits | 


teievision “to match the perfection : 
of the human eye through the use of the Washington Monument, would 
three-dimensional exact color views,” | Provide all y. 
Beal said. He added that RCA was | would mean that a fair would gei 
prepared to build television home | 


necessary 


receivers and transmitters at mode- | Pese. 


rate cost. 


Jane Froman Wants Jury 
Trial in Pan-Air Suit 


Jane Froman is seeking a jury trial 
in connection with -her $1,000,000 
suit against Pan-American Airways 
as result of the crash of the Yankee 


Clipper Feb. 22, 1943, according to! 


papers filed Friday (28) in N. Y. fed- 


eral court. At the same time the | 
singer filed replies to Pan-Ameri- | 


can’s answers, which had claimed 
that Miss Froman’s suit was barred 
because it was not brought within 
30 cays of the accident. 

The singer’s papers allege that 
due to her serious injuries it was 
impossible to enter a claim in writ- 
ing, also that it was not necessary, 
because the defendants had knowl- 
edge of the crash, which kep@# her 
away from the United States. 

Singer’s husband, Donald Ross, 
also seeks $100,000 damages for hos- 


pital and medical expenses and an-j| have to be convinced 
other $10,000 is also sought for the t sinless benefit 
| the show. 


loss of Miss Froman’s baggage. 


Frdm time to time, the D. C. daily 


pepers carry quotes from people sug- | 
gesting an international exposition, 
and there has even been gossip about ! 


bringing Grover Whelan down to 
ij handle the show. 

There appears no doubt that show 
biz, which finds itself increasingly 
entansled with the Government, 
would welcome an opportunity to 
put itself on parade. 
|} pix, radio and live talent a chance 
to remind Congress of all it has done 
| for the war effort and to cop a plea 
for reduction of taxes, etc. 

| Last exhibit here was the Army 
|show in connection with the Third 
| War Loan. The exhibition under 
| discussion, however, would be a full- 
'seale United Nations stunt celebrat- 
| ing victory and emphasizing the need 
international post-war coopera- 
tion. 

Chief stumbling block at the mo- 
;ment appears to be Congress, which 
| would have to provide a substantial 
| kitty for an exposition. Congress is 
getting more economy- 
' minded, so that the legislators would 
that some 


space and 


under way with a minimum of ex- 


It would give | 


Proceeds of the dinner, which will | 


also be marked by entertainment 


featuring top legit, vaude, musicom- | 


edy and nitery talent, will go to the 
Eddie Cantor’s Boys Camp. 


} 


‘One World’ Filming 


| Awaits Willkie Okay Confederate lines and return with certain information. 


If Wendell Willkie approves the 
treatment and the quality of the pro- 
posed production, “One World” will 
be filmed by 20th-Fox. 

Darryl F. Zanuck has been hud- 
dling with Willkie, who is chairman 


of the board of 20th, while in New , 


York. Willkie reportedly  disap- 
proved three different treatments of 
his bestseller, profits of which go to 
war charities. 


Carey Convalesces 

Herry Carey, who was forced out 
of “—But Not Goodbye” with an 
appendicitis attack plus complica- 
tions, is still in bed at his apart- 
ment but early this week his condi- 
tion was improved. An operation 
|may not be compulsory. 
| returning 
| month with Mrs. Carey. 
“Goodbye” was withdrawn from 
ithe 48th St., N. Y., Saturday (29) by 
| John Golden. It was first an- 
; nounced under the title of “I'll Be 
| Seein’ You” but was known on the 
| Coast as “Out of This World,” “About 


' Tomorrow” and “Sunset Touch.” 
| 


‘Hammerstein Under Knife 


Oscar Hammerstein II underwent | 


; an emergency appendectomy in Doc- 


would be served od tor’s hospital, N. Y.. Saturday (29). 


He is resting comfortably. . 


efforts, | 


He plans | 
to Hollywood late this 


Helen Hayes Right Answer 


Helen Hayes was the topic in George Dixon’s Washington column jn 
the N. Y. Mirror last Wednesday (26). Actress is thinking of running 
for Congress in opposition to Hamilton Fish, and the humorist-com.- 
mentator on politics asked Miss Hayes if she could stand the gat 
usually shot at candidates. 

She replied: “I can take all they can hand out. Anybody who has 
stood up to bad newspaper notices, after opening in more turkeys than 
were ever in lend-lease, can take anything.” 


By Frank Scully 


Hollywood, Apri! 29. 

For a minute it looked as if this department's campaign to get the coun- 
try’s gate-crashers into key spots in the invasion forces was crashing right 
through to the high command's august attention. Maj. Gen. Hershey's 
selective service board announced they were planning to form “men 
unfit for general service” into a division to be known as “MUGS.” But 
the hope was short-lived. Checkup revealed that our muggs, even those 
now graduated to the agencies, still spell it with two g’s. Brushed off in 
this combative field, our forces are still holding their own on the literary 
front. Our standard-bearer has just been tapped for honorary membership 
in the Mark Twain Society. Anybody less gullible would suspect Charlie 
| Einfeld. Haven't Warneis got a biographical item involving Freddie March 
}as Mark Twain about ready for release? But could Einfeld hook Franklin 
| D. Roosevelt, Winston Churchill and Herbert Hoover into such ‘i society 
| just to further a frog-jumping contest as a plug for a picture? Their 
| names are on the letterhead in that modest capacity, so this thing must be 
the level. 
| It was this same Twain who said, “Get your facts straight first and then 
| you can distort ‘em as much as you please.” So if the facts seem distorted 
|here I'm simply following the master’s advice. 


It’s fortifying to have 


production | t® head Paul Small’s new vaude unit, | Mark Twain to fall back on. Even producers are impressed by geniuses, 


if they’re dead long enough. But if you're among the living, all you have 
to do is to flip one lighted match of doubt into Hollywood's forest of fancy 
and, brother, do you get an order to show cause! 

| To say that Harry Sherman produced “Buffaio Bill” as if he didn't know 
| Col. William F. Cody quite as well as Gen. William T. Sherman knew him, 
| is considered an affront to all the scholars grazing on the 20th Century. 
Fox lot. It would hardly be in the Buffalo Bill tradition to run away from 
| a fight, so there is nothing for us to do but go after those who would go 
; after us with restraining writs for questioning their scholarship in this 
wide-open sage-scented field. 

Painful research reveals that only at one point did Harry Sherman turn 
in a livelier scene on the screen than Buffalo Bill did in real life. and 
even that one would at least have been shorter if played straight. In the 

| picture Buffalo Bill and Yellow Hand defy each other across a stream and 
_then begin stripping like Gypsy and Sally competing for white space. 
Unable to bear it any longer, the warriors rush each other, clash head on, 
| roll off their horses into the muddy stream and fight it out until a bowie 
| knife puts Yellow Hand into the red. 

{ Actually Buffalo Bill rode forward 50 yards. 
| Two rifles spoke, and two horses fell—the Indian’s dead, the scout’s from 
'a stumble into a gopher hole. Both duelists were on their feet almost 
|immediately. There were two more shots. Buffalo Bill was unhurt and 
the Indian was dead. You couldn't get a shorter scene, or one played 
down better in the modern Hollywood manner if Noel Coward had written 
it. 


Yellow Hand did likewise. 


Kid Cody’s First Indian 

In fact it was about the only gun fight that Buffalo Bill didn't have to 
ham it up a bit to come through alive. Everybody knows how he got the 
name of Buffalo BiH by shooting 2,500 buffaloes in a year (69 in one dav), 
but not. so many know he was riding “extra” for ox-drawn prairie schooner 
trains when only nine years old, 

The kid was beginning to fall behind after an all-day running battle 
between the prairie schooners and the Indians. The trainmen were hug- 
ging a bank of the Platte for protection. Suddenly in the moonlight little 
Willie saw an Indian standing on a cliff. The “hostile” raised his bow 
and arrow to let a bull wacker have it. But little Willie raised his tired arms 
and pulled the trigger. The brave pitched over the cliff and into the 
water. The trainmen rushed back to examine the kid’s kill. Overnight he 
had become the Joel Kupperman of the Plains. He had bumped off a full- 
feathered chief! 

But more personal and more dramatic than this was Buffalo Bill's offer 
to get information from the Confederate forces when he was in the Union 
army. He was not quite 18 at the time. He already had been a pony 
express rider on the St. Joe to Sacramento route when only 15 and had 
fought off highwaymen, Indians and outlaws. sometimes covering 25 miles 
jan hour. (General Phil Sheridan tells of Buffalo Bill’s once riding 350 
miles in 60 hours!) For that they got $125 a month, if they lived. 

Gate-Crasher Cody 

With all that behind him, Kid Cody was no boy when he enlisted in the 
Union army. General Smith assigned him at Memphis to infiltrate the 
Before he left he 
ran into Nat Golden, serving in a similar capacity for the Rebels and taken 
prisoner by the Union army in the process. Nat and Bill had worked to- 
vether as outriders on prairie schooner trains. Bill told Nat to give him 
all his papers. That way, Bill explained, Nat would not be hung as a 
spy. At worst he would be made a prisoner-of-war. 

Now the possessor of Nat's papers and uniform, Bill entered the Con- 
| federate lines and demanded that he be brought immediately to Geneial 
Forrest. The General told him to hang around a few days while his 
men made a checkup. By then Bill had everything he wanted and was 
beginning to work out an escape back to the Union lines when he saw 
a sight that made his hair stand on end! There was Nat Golden near 
General Forrest’s headquarters. Golden, the Confederate spy, apparently 
had escaped from the Union lines. 

Bill hopped a horse hell bent for home. Rebel sentries shot at him. but 
| he headed for the woods, figuring that as an old scout he could lose his 
pursuers there. But in the woods he ran smack into a detachment of Con- 
federates with three Union prisoners! He still had on his Confederate 
uniform. 

“Quick,” Cody shouted to the Rebs. “Scatter! There’s a Union spy loose. 
General Forrest wants him dead or alive. I'll take care of your prisoners.” 

The Rebs handed over the prisoners and scrammed. Bill explained to 
the prisoners and they all worked their way back to the Union lines. 

Boy, would Buffalo Bill have been the ideal standard-bearer for that 
Gate Crashers Division we've been trying to organize, 


Brushoff to Advertisers | MARJORIE LAWRENCE 10 
| Seen in Invasion Extras) | TOUR AUSSIE CAMPS 


Some of the New York daily news- Marjorie Lawrence, Australian- 
papers are advising advertisers that | born opera diva, will return to her 
no display copy will be accepted for | native country this summer for a4 

-extra editions when the invasion | series of concerts for Australian and 
starts. Display ads would be con- | American servicemen, to be followed 
' fined to the regular editions. |; by a commercial tour. 

| Due to the newsprint shortage,| Miss Lawrence will return to the 
| plans are, ostensibly, to print only | U.S. in time for reopening of the 
“invasion” and perhaps other stop- | Metropolitan Opera season in New 
| press news only in the extras. | York. 
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BALK REISSUES 


Alperson Resigns As RKO Theatres 
G.M.; Chain Management Is Divided 


Following long-drawn-out dif- 
ferences, largely with Malcolm 
Kingsberg, RKO v.-p. in charge of 
finances and president of the RKO 
Service Corp., E. L. Alperson, gen- 
eral manager of the RKO Theatres 
since May 12, 1942, suddenly resigned 
last week. 

Alperson was given a $10,000-per- 
year increase in salary in February, 
representing approximately 25°, of 
his previous salary. Understood, 
however, that Alperson was several 
months ago dickering for new deal 
calling for term pact and around 
$75,000 annually, plus stock option 
piivileges similar to those given 
Charles W. Koerner, Ned E. Depinet 
and N. Peter Rathvon. Under Al- 
person's direction RKO circuit profits 
jumped some 250%, a greater in- 
crease percentage-wise than for any 
other national circuit during past 
two years. 

The year prior to Alperson’s ap- 
pointment as general manager of the 
circuit RKO Theatres showed net 
profits (before taxes) of $1,700,000. 


- Profits (before taxes) for the first 
year of Alperson’s regime were 
$4,500.000. Circuit profits for the 


year ending Dec. 31, 1943, were ap- 
proximately $7,500,000. 

No general manager for the RKO 
circuit was appointed following Al- 
person's resignation. Instead, RKO 
will hereafter operate in two divi- 
sions, similar to Loew’s setup. Ac- 
cording to Rathvon’s announcement 
on Monday (1), James M. Brennan, 
formerly eastern zone manager, was 
promoted to general manager of the 
metropolitan N. Y. group, including 
New Jersey, of some 52 theatres. 

Sol A. Schwartz, formerly western 
manager, will manage all out- 
of-town theatres. Harold Mirisch 
remains as film buying-booking head 
for RKO. 

In effect, however, 
Kingsberg actually 
theatre operations. 


zone 


it appears that 
supervises all 


Generally known that Kingsberg 
and Alperson were at variance on 


many points of operating policy and 
though Alperson was given com- 
plete charge of theatre operation 


about a year ago, Kingsberg retained | 


in wider 


of 


supervisory 


As 


authority 
a member 


a 
sphere. the 
ideas on operation in many instances 
prevailed. 


Alperson reached amicable 
settlement with N. Peter Rathvon, 
president of RKO, Inc., about 10 
days ago. The former had _ been 


mulling leaving the company for the 
past few weeks, from accounts. 
came into RKO as head of film buy- 
ing-booking May 19, 1941, and later 
succeeded Charles W. Koerner as 
seneral manager. 


Alperson stated that he would an- | 


nounce future plans shortly. Before 
heading up National Pictures sev- 
eral years ago Alperson was with 
Spyvros, Charles and George Skouras 
on a deal whereby he received 714% 
t profits of all theatre holdings 
Operated by the three brothers. re- 
porledly netting $100,000 annually. 


WB’S ONE-A-MONTH 


FOR MAY-JUNE-JULY 


Some months this season releasing 
two pictures, Warner Bros. goes to 
singictons for May, June and July. 
The are “Between Two Worlds.” 
Ma 20; “Make Your Own Bed.” 
June 10; and “The Mask of Dimit- 
rios.” July 1. 

In addition, WB this month is mak- 
Ing “Adventures of Mark Twain” 


available on special limited engage- 
ments throughout the country prior 
to general release. 

{In addition, during June WB has 
decided to re-release “Yhis Is the 
Army,” setting national availability 
date at June 24. Picture was orig- 
Inally released last August. 


Metro’s ‘Beach’ Girls 
Hollywood, May 2. 


Metro ‘picked Kathryn Grayson 


> 


Exhibitors throughout the country 


RKO | ©° dio i 
board of directors. also. Kingsberg’s | present-day radio Is now. 


technical 


He ! 


erman’'s 


| United Artists 
sofar as it applies to Agnew also, does | 


Binnie Barnes Sues 
On ‘Mabel’ Billing 
Hollywood, May 2. 

Binnie Barnes has filed suit against 
Edward Small Productions, Inc., for 
$100,000, charging company didn't 
live up to agreement to give her 
large-enough type on advertisements 
for “Up in Mabel’s Room.” 

Actress claims she had star billing 
and should have had name in size 
equal to other stars and larger than 
that of featured plavers, which she 
asserts was not done. 


Hazen-Wallis To 


Operate As Unit 


Deal between Hal Wallis and Joe 
Hazen to operate as a unit in any 
future tieup looked “practically set” 
yesterday (Tuesday). according to 
sources close to Wallis. 

No production-distribution pact 
has yet been made by Wallis, who is 
still considering proposals from sev- 
eral major companies, “ 

Wallis is planning to be associated 
with Hazen, however, in any deal 
which he may eventually sign. 


Post-War FM Competish 
Cues Film Execs’ Bid 
For Improved Sound 


With competition from radio. via 
frequency modulation, expected to 
be twice as keen as now, the picture 
industry is making a sweeping self- 
inventory of ways and means of 
combating anticipated inroads in the 
post-war period. Film business ex- 
ecutives anticipate FM radio to be 


launched in a wholesale manner 
after the war, and will not be sur- 
prised if it will be as popular a 
couple of years after the war as 


Where the picture business comes 
in is that many fear the sound and 
improvements (without 
mentioning quality of screen produc- 
tions and stories) in motion pictures 
will suffer badly in comparison with 


this high-fidelity radio sound. With 
this in mind, industry leaders are 
quietly checking to learn what the 


| picture biz has to offer in the way of 
technical 


improvements to combat 


(Continued on page 8) 


Sears Denies Chan 


are balking at reissues, particular}, 


output of new pictures. 

Chain and independent operators 
in many sectors, showing stiffened 
sales resistance to reissues, contend 
that they would rather pay hipher 


quite as strong as the reissue. as a 
means of discouraging dumping of 
oldies on the market. 

Despite the strong grosses being 
recorded by “Snow White” through- 
out the country RKO meeting 
strong resistance from 


1s 


percentage terms being asked on the 


30-40% against a split. placing the 
brackets as current “A” product. 

Exhibitors. in trading for lower 
rentals, have contended that such 
a precedent might result in other 
majors setting similarly high terms 
for reissues. 

Understood that Skouras, Para- 
mount and possibly the RKO circuit 
are holding out against the high per- 
centage demands. Warners, on the 
other hand, while pointing out that 
the terms are too high for a reissue, 
has taken stand that Disney product 
does not fall into the conventional 
pattern and rates special rentals 
even when reissued. 

“Snow White” has been 
like a new film by RKO. 
prints alone is reported 


handled 


to 


close 


tion campaign via radio and news- 


$250.000 to 
tribution to 
around 30°.. 


$300,000. 
Disney, 


dis- 


Cost of 
in addition, is 


Freeman to Coast 


Y. Frank Freeman, v.p. of Para- 
mount in charge of production, plans 
leaving for the Coast either tomor- 


row « Thursday) or Friday (5). 
He has been east two weeks 
forthcoming 
well 


production 
studio 


plans and 
schedules 
| problems. 


as as general 


Brit. Producers Due 
Michael Powell and 
burger, producer-directors 


Emeric Press- 
of “Life 
aiter 


ing London for the U. S. 


picture preems on the other side. 


ses. Contemplated 


NEW PICTURES 


repeaters being offered at high terms. | 
on grounds that the currently ready | 
market for such product may become | 
another factor in further restricting | 


terms for a new picture, even if not | 


exhibitors, | 
particularly chain operators, to the | 


a | 


grounds that payment of such) 
rentals for a reissue would set 
precedent. RKO has been g@ting 


Disney picture in virtually the same | 


Griffis to Sweden 


$100,000 while the national exploita- | 


dis- | 
cussing completed product, releasing | 


and Death of Col. Blimp,” plan leav- | 
the | 


In His, Leserman’s Sales Status at UA 


Sears, United Artists v.p. in 
of 


Grad 


charge distribution, in his own 


“crude, stumbling fashion,” as he put 
it, yesterday (Tues.) eloquently clar- 
ified “the situation” concerning the 
David O. Selznick-Neil Agnew-Mary 


Pickford - Charles Chaplin - David 
Selznick-Neil Agnew-Grad_  Sears- 
Carl Leserman rumors. 

Sears denied 2 
mors (printed elsewhere) that 


categorically 
there 
was to be any change in his or Les- 
status insofar as their au- 
thority in operating and determining 


contract, which, in- 
not differ materially from other con- 
tracts that producers usually make 
with their representatives when re- 
leasing through UA. 


Sears’ contract with UA, incident- 


allv, has approximately 30 months 
more to 


run and, he stated. there 


ty June Allyson for top roles in| has been no move to buy up his 
the forthcoming musical, “Brighton | contract. 


Beach.” 


Pasternak producing 


‘ and Henry 
Koster directing. 


Filming starts in June with Joe | 


Meeting of UA stockholders sched- 


uled to be held in Wilmington, Del.. 
next Friday 


(5) is for the purpose 


of amending the charter of the com- 


pany so that normal company func- 


tions can be maintained by majority 
vote instead of the unanimous vote 
among owner-membe! now re- 
qu red It is understood that all UA 
tockholders are to ) epresented 
a tne meeting ithe: nm person 01 
by proxy Chapli: it IS reported, 
is oOpnosing the move Follow ing the 
meeting ne company directors are 
to be elected (tlikely that a special 
session WI be called for this pur- 
pose) instea of tour directors on 
the board as in the past Under- 
stood also that following election of 


UA sales policy is concerned. He! directors, appointment of foreign 
iearefully explained the Selznick-|manager and publicity head will 


|likely be made. 

Possibility that legal action may be 
| taken by Chaplin, who has been op- 
posing the change in company by- 
laws. was referred to by Sears. 

| Discounting rumors that Selznick 
;} was building a separate distribution 
\force to wrap around UA., Sears 
| pointed out that Selznick has a con- 
‘tract to distribute his next 10 pic- 
tures exclusively through UA. Sears 
imentioned also that UA has many 


+ 


2th Calls Shareholders Meet May 


16 to Approve Sale of 20% NT Stock 
To Four Operators; Stock Options 


* Terms for an agreement whereby 
the four operators of the National 
Theatres circuit and 
chains would purchase a 20° stock 
interest in the NT chain. as exclu- 
sively reported in “Variety” April 19, 
were outlined officially and in detail 
in the 20th-Fox proxy statement is- 
sued to stockholders last Wednesday 
(26). Annual meeting of 20th share- 
holders set for May 16 also calls for 


English Legal Angle 
Cues ‘Mrs. Parkington’ 
Hollywood, May 2. 


English legal restrictions toss Tira ! 


subsidiary 


Birell into two roles instead of one 


in the filming of “Mrs. Parkington” 


at Metro. 


One role is that of a British | the election of 15 directors, four of 
noblewoman, for American trade. | whom are new. New members slated 
and the other is a Viennese countess | for election to the directorate are 
for distribution in the British Em-|L, Sherman Adams, v.p. Massachu- 
pire. Law prohibits the screening | setts Investors Second Fund. Ine. 
for British showing of a member of | Robert L. Clarkson. chairman of the 


the English royal family who hasn't | 
been dead for at least 100 years. 


board, American Express Co.: Rob- 
ert Lehman, president Lehman 
Corp., and Murray Silverstone, v.p. 
in charge of foreign distribution for 
20th-Fox. 

Involved in the proposed deal be- 
tween National Theatres operators 
and 20th for purchase of stock in the 


| Ricketson, Harold Fitzgerald and El- 
mer C. Rhoden. Under an agreement 
between the chain and the managers, 


Reported that Stanton Griffis, 
chairman of the executive eommit- 
tee of Paramount. who has been on 
leave for some time as head of the do 
mestic motion picture bureau of the 


dated April 10, 1944, it is proposed 
that NT will reclassify its capital 
stock on a basis whereby there will 
be 2,040 shares, of which 2.000 will 
be Class A stock and 40 Class B 


; to Sweden for the State Dept. to see | 


| ings to Germany, over which a con- 


Cr st of | 


: : |} made more than a year ago for Par- 
papers is understood costing between | 


Office of War Information, is going! shares, NT operators will be granted 
| right to purchase 40 shares of the 
| Class B stock at $14,125 per share. 
| Each Class B share will be convert- 
ible into Class A stock on a basis of 


if anything can be done about curb- 
ing the Swedish export of ball bear- 


siderable ruckus has been raised. He| one share of Class B for 10 shares 
is familiar with Sweden, having in-| of Class A upon payment by the 
cluded that country on a tour he} holders of a premium of $127,125 for 


each share of Class B 
for conversion. 

Charles P. Skouras 
chase 25 Class B shares, 


surrendered 
amount 


would pur- 

Deny Griffis Leaving OWI al ageregate 
Washington, May 2. 

With Griffis scheduled to leave for i 


ernment mission George Healy, head HAYCOX SATEVEPOST 
NOVEL TO WM. CAGNEY 


(Continued on page 8) 


of the OWI Domestic Branch, denied | 
Sunday (30) that Griffis intends to 
resign his OWI post. 


Reports have been circulating} William Cagney Productions has 
here recently that Griffis would | purchased film rights to “Bugles in 
never return to the motion picture| the Afternoon.” novel by Ernest 
bureau. The unit is a small one, with} Haycox, recently serialized in The 
an annual budget of only $50,000, | Saturday Evening Post. 
and it has been felt that there was William Cagney early this week 
not enough work to keep Griffis] announced a production schedule of 
busy, and that he was getting rest-| six pictures to be released through 
less. United Artists. 


To Work on Screenplay 


Trade 
NDE BY SIMI 


Mat k 


rot 


Jack Lait in H’wood 


Of ‘Mister Broadway’ || 


Vublished Weekly by Ine. | 
Sil risart ‘ 
Hollywood, May 2. | | 154 West S ve 19, XN. 
Jack Lait. editor of the N. Y. | ag Pao | 
Mirror, is here working the ||| St RIPTIO 
based on the original by Abel Green, | || 
editor of “Variety.” Thus, the saga 120 li 
of “Variety’s” Sime brings togethe: Vol. 154 No. & 
a past and present “Variety” mugg, | |i = = ~ 1} 
Lait having been longtime manager |} | 
for this paper in Chicago. and later || INDEX j 
on its N. Y. editorial staf& until de-||| ters ny 
\ g himself entirely to the Hearst Chatte 
daily Film Re 
Lait arrived here last week to do House Revie aD 
the screen treatment, and Green i | Inside Ley ) | 
lated to visit the Burbank pla for |j} Inside—Musi 1) 
a brief spe when Artt Si tz. | Insid Pi 
who the produce! nears the Inside Radio 7 
actua hoo Joe Laurie, J 
Legitimate 533 
Music 
COAST THEATRES PLAN, 4 
it} Night Club Review 50 
TO FLASH D-DAY NEWS 
Los Angeles. May 2. | 
Theatre operators here are lining 
up means to give their customers im- | San ware 
| portant news flashed when the in- | Radio Reviews ts = 
vasion of Europe starts. Plans call | 
for piping in crucial broadcast an- | i 
nouncements, supplemented by slides | vie 
; to be inserted between show breaks. War Activities. ... is 
Theory is that film patrons will at- | —- — 
tend theatres instead of hanging | DAILY VARIEDY 
nev jmportant productions scheduled | around the fireside radios. if they (Published in Wellywool by 
for release shortly and a heavy j|are sure of hearing the latest ine || 
backlog of producers. | vasion reports in the picture houses. 
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With fanfare on the air 
And capers in all the papers— | 
With special events 

And fitting ceremonies— 4 
With advertising campaigns | Re 


And wide magazine tie-ups— 


Leo of M-G-M starts the ball en 

To celebrate with all the industry 
Twenty Friendly Years of M-G-M! 
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TWENTY YEARS OF LEADERSHIP 
WITH GOOD WILL TOWARDS ALL | i 
AND THE BRIGHTEST YEARS AHEAD __ HI 
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“Patriots! Help Recruit WACS! May Lith thru May 17th!’ 


3, 19; 
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Wedn esday, 


“ANDY HARDY’S BLONDE 
TROUBLE” with Lewis Stone, 
Mickey Rooney, Fay Holden, 
Sara Haden, Bonita Granville, 
Jean Porter, Keye Luke and 
Herbert Marshall + Screen Play 
by Harry Ruskin, William Ludwig 


and Agnes Christine Johnson 
Directed by George B. Seitz 


“GASLIGHT’ 


Charles. Boyer, Ingri 
Cotten 
Whitty, Angela Lans- 
arbara Everest * Screen Play 
wk un Van Druten, Walter Reisch 
3 John L. Balderston + Based 
a the Play by Patrick Hamilton 
irected by George Cukor * Produced 
by Arthur Hornblow, Jr. * 


“3 MEN IN WHITE" 


‘“‘THREE MEN IN WHITE” 

with Lionel Barrymore, Van Johnson, « 

Marilyn Maxwell, Keye 

Gardner, Alma Kruger, 

Ragland * Original Screen 

Martin Berkeley and Harry Ruskin 
Directed by Willis Goldbeck 


6 3 
VARIETY 
“ANDY HARDY'S | 
j L | 
“Patriots! Help Recruit WACS! May 11th thru May 17th!” | — 
A 
; + 


2 ing Lucille Ball, 
“MEET THE PEOPLE Starring | 
oo Powell with Virginia O’Brien, — 
“Rags” Ragland, June Allyson 
+s City Slickers Scree’ 

Charles Riesner * Produced by E. Y. Harburg 


‘TWO GIRLS AND A SAILOR’ 


“TWO GIRLS AND A SAILOR” with Van Johnson, June 
Allyson, Gloria DeHaven, Jose Iturbi, Jimmy Durante, Gracie 
Allen, Lena Horne + Harry James and His Music Makers 
with Helen Forrest + Xavier Cugat and His Orchestra with 
Lina Romay* Tom Drake, Henry Stephenson, Henry 


O'Neill, Ben Blue, Carlos Ramirez, Frank Sully, Albert 


Coates, Donald Meek, Amparo Novarro, Virginia O’Brien, 

Wilde Twins + Original Screen Play by Richard Connell 

and Gladys Lehman «+ Directed by Richard Thorpe 
Produced by Joe Pasternak 


| 


— 


| Wednesday. May 3, 1944 
L ARIF 
| | MGM | 
| “MEET THE PEOPL 
4 i 
\ ag ' 3 | 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 3, 1944 


See Booking Combines Growing 


Still Further 


With independent exhibitors, not-¢+ 
ably those with only one or a few 
theatres, complaining more and 
louder over the difficulties faced in 
making deals with the distributors, 
it is predicted that another year will 
see a widespread outgrowth of book- 
ing combines, together with in- 
creased strength for those already in 
existence. Various indie operators 
say they can see no other way out 
and, though they dislike giving up 
their own buying-booking to pay a 
fee to have it done for them, in the 


long run they contend, this appears 
to be the sensible solution. 


In addition to the buying groups. 
that have sprung up only since de- 
cree selling went into effect three 
seasons ago, a new combine has 
been formed in Pittsburgh and an- 
other is reported in the making for 
the Philadelphia area. Both keys are 
Warner strongholds. In Pittsburgh, 
the Co-Operative Theatres Service 
Co., Inc., has been formed with 
around 30 theatres in that zone as a 
starter on the books. Buying organi- 
zation is headed by Bert Stern, long 
in distribution, who at one time was 
branch manager for United Artists 
in Pittsburgh and the midwest. For 
a time last year he was attached to 
the homeoffice distributtion depart- 
ment of Warner Bros. 

While Co-Operative of Michigan, 
with about 100 theatres, has long 
been in existence, the buying com- 
bine movement has within a few 
years spread to various other parts 
of the country, including N. Y., New 
England and the midwest. Including 
the Brandt circuit, with buying 
power for around 115 theatres, there 
are three others making deals with 
the N. Y.-N. J. exchanges. They are 
the Island Circuit, Associated The- 
atres of N. J. and Sam Stiefel. The 
strength of all these will appreciably 
increase during the coming year, it 
is predicted. 

Stiefel has just added three thea- 
tres to his list and is now buying for 
a total of 15. Additions are the 
Thalia, N. Y., operated by Irwin 
Lesser; the Beverly, N. Y., controlled 
by Julius Kahan, and the Shadow- 
land, at Ellenville, N. Y., owned by 
John Spadaro. 


GOLDWYN REISSUE DEAL 
SET BY HARRY POPKIN 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Southern California rights to the 
distribution of 32 reissues of Samuel 
Goldwyn productions been 
taken over by Harry Popkin, 
through a deal with Film Classics, a 
N. Y. company which has acquired 
national rights. 

Popkin’s connection with George 
Hirliman, head of Film Classics, is 
Similar to the one he held with Fred 
Stein when the latter’s negotiations 
with Goldwyn fell through. Under- 
stood the first group of four to be re- 
issued consists of “Wuthering 
Heights,” “Dead End,” “Adventures 
of Marco Polo” and the 15-year-old 
Ronald Colman starrer, “Bulldog 
Drummond.” 


BELITA TAKES A DIVE 


Hollywood May 2. 

Belita, ice star, cnanges her tac- 
tics and goes submarining in *her 
next picture, still untitled, for Mono- 
gram. 

Script calls for an under-water 
ballet, to be shot this week in the 
Town House pcol. 


FM Competish 


this competish. Unless three-dimen- 
sional sound and possibly a near ap- 
proach to tri-dimensional sight is 
made possible in the post-war era, 
exhibitors see only television as a 
means of combating this threat from 
radio. 
Appraisal of FM made by film ex- 
ecutives leads them to believe that 
this improved radio sound will re- 
sult in four to five times as much 
radio listening as today. What it wiil 
mean in additional radio listeners is 
difficult to forecast just now, they 
say. But trade checkup indicates 
that the novelty of buying a new 
streamlined radio set, once prices 
are lowered by quantity production, 
will mean a much greater radio au- 


Continued from page 3 jean | 


Within Next Year 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Jo Carroll Dennison’s minor con- 
tract with 20th-Fox approved in 
court. 

Del Lord inked new contract with 
Columbia, upped from two-reel di- 
rector to features. 

Dalton S. Reymond 
writer by Walt Disney. 

Billy Wilder’s director option lift- 
ed for one year by Paramount. 

Jerry Gruskin drew writer pact at 
Paramount. 

John Deauville, dancer, signed by 
Paramount. 

Cuban Diamonds, mixed dance 
trio, added to RKO’s “Pan-Ameri- 
cana,” musical with South American 
setting. 

Johnny Mack Brown, 
eight westerns, Mono. 

Emmett Lavery, writer, Wanger. 

Jane Nigh, minor, 20th-Fox. 

Henry Levin, director, Columbia. 

Sunset Carson, player, Republic. 


Guilds Dismayed 
Over Prod. Slash 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Studio guilds and unions are show- 
ing concern over the increasingly 
long runs of top features and the 
resultant downward trend in picture 
production. Screen Actors Guild, 
referring to indications of a down- 
ward trend in the annual report of 
Will H. Hays, published a warning 
to its members: 

“For actors, fewer productions can 
only mean fewer employment possi- 
bilities. It is in such periods of 
tight employment that actors have 
most to gain from the wage protec- 
tion afforded by Guild Contract.” 


PRC REPS TO CONVENE 
FOR MAY STUDIO SESH 


Hollywood, May 2. 

More than 100 representatives of 
PRC from all sectors of the country 
are due in town during the last week 
in May to attend the fifth annual 
sales convention and gander studio 
production at its peak, with seven 
pictures in work. 

Shooting are five features, “Blue- 
beard,” “I Accuse My Parents,” 
“Seven Doors to Death,” “When the 
Lights Go On Again,” and “Fog Is- 
land,” also two westerns, “Rustler’s 
Hideout” and ’’Fuzzy Steps Out.” 


signed as 


renewed 


Pernick and Jacoby 
Unopposed in TPU No. 1 


For the first time in 30 years, one 
of the most contested of offices in 
the N. Y. stagehands union, Theatri- 
cal Protective Union No. 1, there is 
no opposition for the post of business 
agents, which are held by Solly 
Pernick and Vincent Jacoby. There 
is also no opposition for the vice- 
presidency, though that has often oc- 
curred over the years. This office is 
held by George Fitzgerald. 

Election will be held’ May 14, with 
Joe Dwyer seeking reelection to the 
presidency but with three opponents 
on the ballot, Eddie Gately, Sam 
Goldfarb and Bobby Anstedt. Last 
mentioned is a former president. 


Wynn’s Sinatra Film 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Keenan Wynn, who recently re- 
turned from a Far Eastern camp 
tour, draws one of the major roles 
in Frank Sinatra starrer, “In the 
Good Old Summertime” at Metro. 

Picture, based on the career of 
Honey Boy Evans, will start as soon 
as Sinatra completes “Anchors 
Aweigh.” 


WB’'S ‘AMERICAN’ SHORT 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Warners is resuming its program 
of patriotic shorts with “I Am an 
American,” tracing the tides of im- 
migration to this country from vari- 
ous European lands. 

Crane Wilbur directs his own 
script under producer supervision 
of Gordon Hollingshead, starting 


dience. 


May 21. 


Shareholders 


Continued from page 3 


purchase price of $353,125, Elmer C. 
Rhoden would buy six shares for 
$84,750, Harold Fitzgerald buys three 
shares for $42,375, and Ricketson, six 
shares for $84,750. Total paid for 
the 40 shares would be $565,000 and, 
if all shares are converted into Class 
A stock, the total consideration pay- 
able will be $5,650,000. 

Purchase price of $14,125 per share 
and premium of $127,125 for each 
share of Class B converted is based 
upon an adjusted book value of $22,- 
600,000. Purchases are to be made 
by the operators on the basis of av- 
erage earnings over a period cover- 
ing the preceding eight years. 

Proposed agreement provides that 
the right of conversion terminates 
June 1, 1954, or on a date not more 
than two years after the date upon 
which each of the operators respec- 
tively shall sever his employment 
with National. 

Also to be submitted at the an- 
nual meeting is a plan for granting 
options to 20th executives to pur- 
chase 20th common stock. Under this 
plan there is to be reserved 140,000 
shares to be issuable upon the ex- 
ercise of options to be granted ex- 
ecutives other than those employed 
at the studios. Neither the chairman 
of the board nor any company direc- 
tor who is not devoting full time 
to the business of the corporation is 
to be eligible for options. Price 
at which the stock would be pur- 
chaseable under any option would 
be equal to the closing price on the 
New York Stock Exchange on the 
day the plan is approved, plus $1 per 
share. No executive will be granted 
the right to purchase more than $70,- 
000 worth of shares under this plan. 

Among those who may be granted 
common stock options are Spyros 
Skouras, William C. Michel, execu- 
tive v.p.; Tom Connors, Sydney 
Towell, v.p. and treasurer; Wilfred 
J. Eadie, comptroller; Felix A. Jen- 
kins, secretary, and Murray Silver- 
stone. 


RKO ADDS CUTTERS FOR 
11 PIX NOW EDITING 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Film cutting staff at RKO has been 
increased to whittle seven produc- 
tions now in the edditing rooms. 
Under the shears are “Look to Your 
Children,” “A Night of Adventure,” 
“Mile. Fifi,’ “Marine Raiders,” “The 
Falcon in Mexico,” “Cocktails For 
Two” and the second Frank Sinatra 
picture, still incog. 

In addition, four unfinished films 
are undergoing rough cuts for daily 
rushes. 


Chi Local 2 Challenges 
Leadership at Polls 


Chicago, May 2. 

For the first time in 20 years mem- 
bers of the Chicago Theatrical Pro- 
tective Union, Local No. 2 will chal- 
lenge the leadership of incumbent 
union officers in the election to- 
morrow (3) and present a complete 
slate of Opposition candidates. Dis- 
satisfaction among certain members 
since the Bioff-Browne deal is said 
to have prompted the move. 

Lawrence Cassidy, president, heads 
the ticket seeking re-election, with 
William Schraut, vice-president, and 
Frank Olsen, secretary-treasurer and 
business agent, as running mates. 
John McKone, a stagehand for 30 
years, seeks the presidency on the 
opposition ticket, with Patrick Egan, 
for vice-president and Frank Forey, 
for secretary-treasurer. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Smiley Burnette. 
Trem Carr. 

Ralph Doyle. 
Benny Fields. 
Katharine Hepburn. 
George Jessel. 
Walter J. Klinger. 
Marcella Knapp. 
Capt..Irving P. Lazar. 
Joe Nadel. 

Jo-Ann Page. 

Bill Pine. 

Phil Reisman. 

Carl Schroeder. 
Ralph Staub. 

Tom Treanor. 

Jack Warner. 

Louis Weinberg. 
Monty Woolley. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Y. Frank Freeman. 
Harry Gourfain, 

Mose Gumble. 

Richard Haydn. 

Capt. Benjamin Landis. 


Paul Muni, 


Joe Writes A Letter - 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


New York. 
Dear Lefty and Aggie: 


Sorry you didn’t get a chance to listen in to me on the “Spotlight” pro- 
gram last Saturday. It was a program about vaudeville, the English and 
American vaudeville, and it was a two-way broadcast. Leslie Mitchell] 
m.c.’d for London and I m.c.’d for America. With Ben Grauer as the 
announcer on the American side. We put on Irving Fisher, who spent 
many years in vaudeville with the great Nora Bayes, and he sang 
“Silver Lining.” Dave Grup played a xylophone solo, and London put on 
the double piano team of Rawicz-Landauer and the grand English comic, 
Gillie Potter. The broadcast was shortwaved to every camp in the world. 


I thought maybe you would like to read what I had to say about vaudeville 
to our British cousins. Well, here it is: 


“When I was asked to talk about vaudeville today, American vaudeville 
I sort of laughed, not a very hearty laugh—because one can’t laugh at the 
departed. And vaudeville sure is departed in America; that is, first-class 
vaudeville, the two-a-day. We haven't a theatre in all of America that 
plays straight vaudevilie. Its all gone. But the memory lingers on. The 
memory of over a thousand theatres that played two-a-day and many 
more thousands of theatres that played small time, meaning three and 
four—and sometimes five a day, if you were strong enough. Those were 
the days of the Palace, Keith circuit, Orpheum circuit. What days! What 
nights! What memories! 


“Speaking to you in England reminds me that you started variety—or, 
as it was later called, vaudeville—almost 50 years before us. In fact you 
started the scourge of the master of ceremonies. That was in 1861. It was 
in the ‘Judge and Jury’ shows and you called the m.c. ‘the chairman.’ 


“And I mustn't forget to pay homage to you for sending over such great 
artists and good fellows during the hey-hey-days of vaudeville. Sir Harry 
Lauder, a fine artist and, better yet, a grand human being. I hear he is 
still doing great work for the soldiers, the same as he did in the last war. 
Keep it up, Sir Harry. I wonder does he remember the Christmas Eve 
we spent together with William Morris, Sr., at Parkersburg, W. Va. 
Towards the finish of the evening, he sed, ‘Joe, would you like a wee 
deoch and doris?” And I, being a drinking man, sed, ‘I'd love it, Sir 
Harry.’ And he sang it to me. I thought a wee deoch and doris meant— 
oh, well, I finally bought my own drink. Don’t think that those stories 
about Sir Harry about him being tight and cheap are true—after all, what 
you do is the answer, and I believe Sir Harry has done more in giving of 
his money, of his talents and of his heart than any other performer on 
both sides of the ocean. God bless you, ’Arry! 


Aristocrats of Two-a-Day 


“There are other aristocrats of the two-a-day who come to mind and 
whom you sent over to us. Great artists who will never be forgotten by 
vaudeville fans on both sides of the ocean, men and women I have known 
and loved personally, artists like Will Fyffe, Clifton Crawford—and Wilkie 
Bard, I didn’t know him but I saw him (Bard) at the Palace when he 
flopped, and then he came back a few days later and became one of the 
biggest hits in American vaudeville. The same thing has happened many 
times with American artists in England. Just a case of the wrong selection 
of material. Who could ever forget the unforgettable Vesta Victoria singing 
‘Waiting at the Church’? Alice and Marie Lloyd, the unsurpassable Mc- 
Naughtons? The greatest of all mimics, Cecilia Loftus? And the greatest 
of all ventriloquists, Arthur Prince? I can picture, now, Laddie Cliff, 
with his dances and recitations. Bransby Williams in his Dickens char- 
acterizations. R. A. Roberts, the greatest of all protean actors. The spot- 
less George Lashwood, the great Fred Karno and the greatest artist of 
pantomime who ever lived—Charlie Chaplin. Clark and Hamilton—I dare 
you to name a funnier man than Bert Clark. 


Chincavelli, the Juggler 


“Chincavelli, the greatest juggler of his time, and I even heard him play 
the violin in private, and he could have been a Heifetz if he so chose. 
Griff, Billy Bennett, Charlie Irwin, Chris Richards, Handis and Millis, 
Lillian Ashley and another great Lillian, Lillian Morris. Daisy Harcourt 
and Albert Chevalier (his singing of ‘Old Dutch’ will always remain in 
my book of golden memories). The Lupinos, Ada Reeve, Lottie Collins, 
Loie Fuller, J. P. Huntley (I can see him now in the gun shop), Wee 
Georgie Wood and now the one and only Gracie Fields—and oh, so many, 
many more artists whom time doesn’t allow to mention. Some have gone 
to Heaven’s Green Room. Those are just some of the bluebloods of vaude- 
ville whom you sent over to us in America. 


“And in return we sent you some of our topnotchers. R. G. Knowles 
and Joe Coyne—they stayed over there over 40 years. Julian Rose, Jor- 
dan and Harvey, Bonita and Lew Hearn, Will Mahoney, Frank Tinney, 
who was one of our greatest natural comedians. The unforgettable Nora 
Bayes, Jack Norworth, Gardner and Stoddard, Orth and Codee, the grand 
Duncan Sisters, Avery and Hart, J. Rosamond Johnson, Alf Grant, Willie 
Solar, Vic Oliver, Arthur Tracy the Street Singer, Riggs and Witchie, Joe 
Browning, Al Trahan, George Fuller Golden, one of our first and greatest 
ambassadors of laughter. Smith and Dale (who were on the first American 
bill), Herb Williams, York and King, Friend and Downing, Ella Shields, 
Harry Green and Charlotte Parry (the great protean artist who married 
Jolo (Joshua Lowe), who is ‘Variety’s’ representative in London for over 
20 years, a grand artist with a grand husband. Charlie Withers, Doyle 
and Dixon, Williams and Walker, Kimberly and Page, Perry and White, 
The Great Mosconis, Collins and Hart, Clark and McCullough, The Two 
Bobs, Jarrow, Moran and Weiser, Three Swifts, the unforgettable and un- 
forgivable pal of ours, Van Hoven. W. C. Fields, Hildegarde, Sophie 
Tucker and the immortal Will Rogers—those are just a few of the blue- 
bloods of our vaudeville that we sent over to you. Some -of these, too, 
have gone to the vaudeville valhalla. 


“You soldiers who are listening in—I know some of you are too young 
to remember some of these great artists I have mentioned, but believe me, 
boys, by the rate they entertained your dads in the old war they are 
worthy of all the decorations that can be given to these generals in the 
army of laughter and entertainment. 


“Though vaudeville is gone in Ameriea, the children of vaudeville are 
doing quite well. They have taken over the top spots in radio and pic- 
tures. Such great old vaudeville artists as Fred Allen, Jack Benny, Bob 
Hope, Eddie Cantor, Burns and Allen, Fannie Brice, Fibber McGee and 
Molly, Bert Wheeler, Edgar Bergen, Red Skelton, Phil Baker, Milton Berle, 


Bob Burns, Jimmy Durante, Kate Smith, Senater Ford, Harry Hershfield, 
Joe E. Howard, Molly Picon, Paul Whiteman and many, many more, are 
doing fine. Many more have gone into nightclubs, picture houses, and 
hundreds are playing USO unit shows all over the world, which many 
English stars are doing, trying to bring a little cheer and laughter to the 
boys and girls who are fighting for the right of all of us to be able to 
laugh when this war is over. 

“Right now vaudeville 1s dead in America, but vaudeville can never die 
as long as there is some kid who can do a song and dance, a bit of 
tumbling, juggling, magic or tell a gag or two to make people laugh. 
Its spirit will live forever. I salute you, our British Cousins, for keeping 
vaudeville alive in England. Maybe, when this war is all over, we will 
once again exchange the starry-eyed children of smiles—I mean vaude- 
ville folk. I hope so.” 


There it is, Lefty. Best to the Gang, sez 


Your pal, 
Joe. 
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10%, Raise, Overtime Among Grants 
To IA in Pact for Theatre Engineers 


A two-year deal has been set by? 


the International Alliance of Theat- 
rical Stage Employees covering 
sound engineers throughout the 
country who service projection and 
sound equipment in theatres. Pact 
calls for 10% increases, overtime, 
seniority rights and adjustment of 
hours in metropolitan key districts. 

Contract was negotiated with RCA 
and Altec Service for approximately 
500 sound engineers, who are mem- 
bers of IA operator locals, by Louis 
Krouse, general secretary-treasurer 
of the TA, who also sat in on eastern 
meetings recently held to negotiate 
contracts for studio unions. 

Last week a N. Y. local of the IA, 
the Motion Picture Studio Mechan- 
ics, embracing grips, propertymen 
and soundmen working in eastern 
studios and newsreel companies, was 
granted concessions similar to those 
worked out for Coast studio locals. 
In January the eastern studio me- 
chanics were awarded a 15% in- 
crease, covering around 300 working 
members. This agreement is still 
awaiting approval of the War Labor 
Board. 


Petrillo, Studio Heads 
To Huddle on Pay Hikes, 
Permanent Orch Staffs 


Hollywood, May 2. 
James C. Petrillo and other Amer- 


ican Federation of Musicians officials 
will meet with studio heads here 
May 12 to confer on demands of the | 
union for permanent staff orchestras | 
in all studios with wage boosts from | 
10 to 20%. 

Petrillo will have international | 
studio rep J. W. Gillette and local | 
union prexy “Spike” Wallace as 
aides. Coming from N. Y. will be | 
Barney Balaban, Nicholas Schenck | 
and N. Peter Rathvon, who will join | 
other major pic chiefs here, includ- | 
ing Nate J. Blumberg, Harry Cohn, | 
Harry Warner and Joseph M.| 
Schenck, who will represent 20th-| 
Fox in absence of Spyros Skouras, | 
now in England. 

A satisfactory agreement will be 
worked out dere, because the propo- | 
sition of ironing out negotiations is | 
understood to be well in hand. 


SEE PAR MAINTAINING — 
$1.30 DIVVY ON COMMON 


While Paramount has been grad- | 
ually increasing its dividend on the 
common stock, ever since the initial 
payment in 1939, current conserva- | 
tive policy of the directorate may 
keep the common divvy rate at $1.30 
per year, according to Wall Street 
forecast. Fact that the tax bite will 
cause all company earnings to level | 
out this year and show no appre- | 
ciable increase over 1943 also ap- 
pears to substantiate the belief that 
the current rate will stand in 1944. | 
A small cash extra at the yearend is 
the best prospect if there is any in- 
crease. 

Paramount directors started with 
15c on the common in 1939, went to | 
45c the next year, to 90c in 1941 and 
$1.05 in 1942, with the current $1.30 
rate established last year. With an 
increase of nearly 1,000,000 common 


Shares during the past year, Par 
actually showed $4.28 last year 
against $4.74 on the common in 
1942, 


Schaefer Settles His 
Claims Against RKO 


George J. Schaefer has made an 


Out-of-court settlement of claims | 
which he had against RKO, Inc. 
Understood that Schaefer claimed 


some profits oa picture deals (such 
as “Hitler's Children”) which he 
inaugurated while he was head of 
the company. From accoun*s 
Schaefer also claimed stock option | 
rights. 

Fitelson & Mayers represented 
Schaefer in the negotiations with N. 
Peter Rathvon. 


CHARGES BREACH, SUES RKO 


Los Angeles, May 2. 
Suit for $5,000 was filed here by 
Rowland Brown against RKO. 
charging breach of an oral contract 
with David Hempstead, producer, in 
connection with material for “The 
Company She Keeps,” written by 
Mary McCarthy. 
Brown asserts he had a verbal 
agreement with Hempstead to fur- 
nish original ideas for the picture. 


| from 


| to permit 


|! admission scale than cinemas. But} 


nocence?” 


H’wood Wage Drops 


Sacramento, May 2. 

Weekly average of wage earners 
in the film industry dropped to 
$70.21 during March, according to 
the California Labor Statistics Bul- 
letin, compared with $72.70 in 
February but still far ahead of the 
$64.83 earned during March last 
year. 

Workers put in an average of 44.2 
hours per week in March as against 
46.3 during February. 


K-A-0 Profits Dip 


On Tax Increase 


Keith-Albee-Grpheum Corp., RKO 
subsid, net profit for 1943 amounted 
to $1,656,778 as compared with 
$2,017,433 in 1942. An -increase of 
$906,763 in the provision for Federal 
income and excess profits taxes was 
largely responsible for decline of 
more than $360,000 in net profits. 

Where the corporation’s provision 
for income taxes in 1942 amounted 
to only $426,837, for 1943 Federal 
taxes totalled $1,656,777, of which 
$1,225,000 was for normal and sur- 
tax. K-A-O’s tetal income was $19,- 
082,145, with $17,629,688 of this com- 
ing from theatre admissions. Cor- 
poration paid out $98,058 on the pre- 
ferred and $1,206,381 on the common 
during the year Capital surplus 
balance was $9.648,608 on Dec. 31, 
1943. 


RESERVE DECISION ON 


Carson’s Co-Star Spot 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Warners handed Jack Carson the 
co-starring role opposite Rosalind 
Russell in the forthcoming comedy, 
“Roughly Speaking.” 

Filming starts as soon as Carson 
finishes his current chore in “Dough- 
girls” on the same lot. 


Authors Prefer 
Selling Outright 
To Pix, Waive % 


New thought in play deals is for 
flat sums, rather than on a partici- 
pation interest. Some agents, play- 
wrights and studios are wondering 
if the government may not ultimate- 
ly tabu percentage deals, hence the 
flat terms. 

Meantime, Columbia paid around 
$300,000 for “Jacobowsky and the 
Colonel,” topping Warner Bros. Col. 
and the Guild have always worked 
closely, and are presently partnered 
in “Oklahoma,” the film company 
owning 20% of that smash. 

Top flat price for a legiter to date 
is the $350,000 paid by 20th-Fox for 
Ruth Gordon's “Over 21.” 


MONO WINDING UP ’43-44 


PRODUCTION SCHEDULE 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Production at Monogram has 90% 
of its feature work on the 1943-44 
program either completed or before 
the cameras. This does not include 
the westerns, which have been de- 
layed by weather and transporta- 
tion problems. 

Features still to roll are “Murder 
Room,” “I Married a Stranger” and 
a film still untitled. Five before the 
lenses are “The Girl Next Door,” 
“A WAVE, a WAC and a Marine,” 
“Alaska,” “Are These Your Par- 


SELZNICK’S APPEAL 


David ‘O. Selznick 


| ents?” 


Iné, and Vanguard Films drew a 
reserved decision Friday (28) in the 
Appellate Division on their 
N. Y. supreme court jusuce 
Ferdinand Pecora’s denial of their 
motion for dismissal of the $2,000.C06 


appeal 


dan:age action brought by Charles 
Chaplin. Botn defendants sought 


dismissal on the ground that they do 
not operate in this state. 


| Assn, 


Other. defendants are Selznick, 
20th Century-Fox, and 
Artists. Chaplin suing individualiy 
and as stockholder of UA seeks an | 
accounting of profits from deais that | 
Selznick made with 20th, 
which the film company bought 
“Keys of the Kingdom,” “Claudia” | 
and “Jane Eyre.” Chaplin charges | 
that the profits belong to the stock- | 
holders because the literary pieces | 


and “Three of a Kind.” 


ITOA of N. Y. Resolves 
Vs. Televish Inroads 


The Independent Theatre Owners 
of N. Y., headed by Harry 
Brandt, who controls a powerful 
booking combine numbering around 
115 theatres end has long fought 


| distributors on percentage demands, 
United | 


has become concerned about the 
possible dangers of television, to the 
extent that a meeting of the mem- 
bership was held last week to en- 
ter formal protest against it so far 
as pictures are concerned. 

Presided over by Brandt, the 
ITOA members passed the following 
resolution: 


‘Dr. Wassell’ at 50% 


been set except that the picture will 
be sold individually rather than as 
part of a block, Paramount is re- 
ported planning to ask 50% for Cecil 
B. DeMille’s “Dr. Wassell” which is 
Slated. for the ‘Rivoli, N. Y., soon. 

It is expected to be marketed at 
regular rather than advanced ad- 
mission scales. 

Par is selling “Lady In the Dark” 


b.o. prices. 


Clark Hopeful Of 
Early Solution 


Having a brief session with decree 
distributors Friday (28) preparatory 
to laying plans for a meeting with 
conipany heads, Tom C. Clark, as- 
sistant attorney general in charge of 
decree negotiations, will probably 
return to N. Y. for the conference 
early next week. At that meeting 
it is probable there will be a decision 
as to provisions which will go into a 
new agreement, if there is to be one. 

Clark, who was in N. Y. last week 
attending the eastern regional con- 
ference of U. S. attorneys, has not 
indicated whether the prospects for 
| a satisfactory decree are good but 
| it’s understood that he is hopeful of 
| an early settlement on all points, 
| including arbitration, will be reached. 
| Also, there has been no official in- 
dication whether the distribs are 
prepared to yield or whether the De- 
partment of Justice, whose higher- 
ups have been recently mulling the 
decree proposals carefully, is willing 
to grant concessions in order to avoid 
prosecution of the antitrust suit. 

Although resigning as v.p. of War- 
ner Bros., Joe Hazen has agreed to 
act as liaison between the Dept. of 
Justice and the decree distribs. He 
has done that from the beginning of 
decree negotiations in addition to 
| representing WB in framing of pro- 
| posals. 


| 


‘SOPEG Wins Right To 
Deal With Fox (N.Y.) As 
NLRB Nixes IA Move 


Path was cleared toward negotia- 
| tion of a contract between the Screen 
| Office & Professional Employees 
Guild and the 20th-Fox N. Y. ex- 


“Be it resolved that the Inde- 


change covering frontoffice em- 


were bought with $300,000 loaned | pendent Theatre Owners Assn, is | pPloyees on Monday (1) when the 
unalterably opposed to producers or | National Labor Relations Board re- 
distributors of motion pictures al- | fused to take action on a petition of 
lowing any of their product to be| the International Alliance of Thea- 


Selznick by UA. 


‘Bell’ Aussie Gimmick 

On Upped Rentals 

Sydney, May 2. | 

Following the refusal of Professor | 
Copland, price-fixing commissioner, | 
Paramount to obtain ad- 
vance admissions at any film the- 
atre playing “Bell Tolls,” Par is re- 
ported mulling an “interesting” deal | 
with Williamson-Tait. 
Under proposed plan, “Bell” would | 
play in the limited-season legitimate 
theatres of W-T here and in Mel- 
bourne. These theatres carry higher 


if such a deal is arranged, it would | 
still require an official okay, with | 


Copland almost certain to nix the 
arrangement 

Paramount had hoped to get “Bell” | 
in Sydney on upped-price deal, | 
playing day-date in two houses. 


Moppet Problem Dualer 


Hollywood, May 2. | 

Juvenile delinquency is slated for 
a doubleheader at Columbia where 
two films on wayward youngsteis | 
will be produced as companion | 
pieces for screening on the same bill. | 
Tentative titles are “Our Wander- 
ing Daughters” and “What Price In- 


| 


‘Laura’s’ Set Score | 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Total of 43 sets. the highest num- | 

ber since pre-war days. will be used 

in the filming of “Laura.” starring 
Gene Tierney at 2tih-Fox. 

Sets depict various sectors of New 


| York and New England. | 


| didn’t get the 


way, shape er manner, inasmuch 4s | 
such reproduction would be in| 
direct oppusition to motion picture 
theatres with no admission fee being 
charged, and thus would consist of 
unfair competition.” 

In an accompanying resolution, it 
was decided to send a copy of the 
decision to all “such producers and 
distributors of motion pictures.” 


Writer Sues Goldwyn | 
For ‘Ranting’ at Him) 


Los Angeles, May 2. 
Don Hartman, film writer and di- 
rector, filed suit for $65,000 against 


Samuel Goldwyn, declaring the pro- 


ducer “raved and ranted” at him in 
front of a group of actors during the 
filming of a picture March 30. 

Plaintiff also asked the court to 
cancel his contract, which has four 
years to run, on the ground that he 
“respect, considera- 
tion and courtesy consistent with his 
position in the motion picture indus- 


Esther Finally Makes It 


Signing of Esther Fernandez, 
Mexican screen actress, for a role in 
“Two Years Before the Mast.” Para- 
mount production,- by Buddy De! 
Sylva while visiting in Mexico City. 
reveals that she at one time was! 
under contract to Paramount, but 
not used in pictures. Miss Fernan 
dez about a year ago was undec | 
pact to Par for six months but re- | 
mained idle at the studio. 

Now she’s back at the same stuc.o 


with a definite assignment for “be- 


fore the Mast.” 


'claimed it 


| gotiated in October, 
| which 


used for television production in any | trical Stage Employees, which sought 


jurisdiction 
Although SOPEG won over the IA 


|at an election sometime ago, the IA 


now had a majority. 
SOPEG maintained before the NLRB 
that the IA request for jurisdiction 

as improper 

Basic contractual conditions cover- 
ing not only the 20th-Fox exchange 
but also the N. Y. branches of Metro 
and United Artists, all along the 
same lines, are now before the War 
Labor Board. . 

Par, SOPEG Powwow 
Following one hearing before an 


,; arbitration panel of three and pend- 


ing any further meetings, Paramount 


Though sales policy has not yet} its annual 


at a straight 50% but not at boosted | 


M-G Launches Annual 2006 Novel 
Award After Revising Contest Plan 


Minus 


several proposals which 
roused strong opposition among all 
other major film companies when 
first broached, Metro is launching 
novel award on a basis 
which appears to be meeting gen- 
eral approval in the trade. 

Publishers and agents may submit 
their manuscripts to other com- 
panies at the same time as to Metro 
but on the condition that the others 
cannot buy the screen rights until 
Metro advises whether manuscripts 
are in line for the award. Under 
'the original plan discussed no man- 
uscript could be submitted to any 
other film company until after the 
Metro awards were announced. 

Among other changes in the orig- 
inal pian discussed is that the annual 
award will be confined to works of 
fiction. Further, the “escape clause,” 
whereby Metro could select a book 
for the award, pay the minimum of 
$25,000 and then not film the book, 
is not part of the plan. 

Under the official, final plan Me- 
tro will pay the winning author as 
much as $175,000, with a minimum of 
$125,000. In addition, the publisher 
of the winning novel would receive 
$25,000, making a possible maximum 
total of $200,000. Only previously 
unpublished novels accepted for pub- 
lication are eligible. 

The judges will be Harry Hansen, 
literary critic of the New York 
World-Telegram; Amy Loveman, as- 
sociate editor of the Saturday Re- 
view of Literature, and Sidney 
Franklin, Metro producer. 

Closing date for entries is July 7, 
1944 (opening date June 15). Novels 
receiving final consideration will be 
held through Aug. 15 but others will 
be returned to their owners upon re- 
quest after July 31, or earlier, so that 
no book will be withheld from the 
general market for longer than 24 
days at the outside. 

Metro will also pay the author 20c 
for each sold copy over 50,000, up to 
300,000, within 18 months after pub- 
lication. 

John Scott Mabon, formerly of the 
Atlantic Monthly, is in charge of the 
award negotiations for Metro. 


FINDS WAR WORKERS 
NEED PIX THEATRES 


Washington, May 2. 
There is an urgent need for more 
theatres in a number of spots in 
Southern California, George W. Mc- 


| 200 feet 


Murphey, chief of the recreation and 
amusement unit of the WPB Office 
of Civilian Requirements, reported 
here last week on his return from 
the Coast. 


On the other hand, McMurphey 
found that the amusement situation 
was in gocd shape in the Pacific 
northwest with little need for more 
houses. 

He said that WPB is getting its 
best tips on locations where there 
is a shortage of amusements for war 
workers from applicants seeking pri- 
orities to build the theatres. 


Resist Upped Rental 


Ideas of Newsreelers 


Demands of several newsreel come 
panies for upped rentals from news- 
reel theatres are being. firmly re- 
sisted. Basis of refusing higher 
terms is the newsreel exhib’s con- 
tention that each newsreel issue is 
shorter and has too much 
repetitious material from the war 
fronts. 


and the Screen Office & Professional | 


Employees 
vhite-collar 
office and music 


Guild, N. Y., covering 
workers in the home- 


subsidiaries, are | 


meantime seeking to reach a settle- | 


ment between themselves. 

Prospects for early accord are ex- 
following recent 
by the union in going to arbitration, 
as provided for under the contract ne- 
1942, but under 


pected 


SOPEG and 
agree on classifications. Any 
reached will be retroactive to the 
signing of the contract. 


Gourfain to Coast As 
Connie Bennett Aide 


Harry Gourfain, formerly stage 
show producer at the Capitol and 
Strand theatres, New York, left for 
Hollywood Friday (28) to 


nett 
Jules Alberti 
of the Bennett en‘erprises. 


step taken | 


Par could not | 
deal | 


assume | 
new duties as associate producer of in 
| two new pictures for Constance Ben- | declaration would not be made until 

| U officials know fairly well the net 
is general manager | profit for the fiscal year ending in 


Reels run shorter because of war- 
time trimming to save raw stock, it 
being a government directive and 
no fault of their own. 


U Directors May Cut 
First Melon of °43 


Meeting of Universal directors to- 
morrow (Thursday) is being watched 
in financial circles because of the 
chance that a dividend may be de- 
clared. If declared. it would be the 
first this year, none having been paid 
on the common since the $1 paid last 
December. There is a_ possibility 
that 40c might be declared since this 
would not be paid until late this 
month or in June, making a dis- 
tribution covering about half of the 


| fiscal year of the corporation. 


If the same. policy is followed as 
1943. however, the first divvy 


October. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 3, 1914 


You never read anything like this tn you 


MOVIE THE WEEK: 


Baws Lillis (Bing) Crosby is the 


world’s most famous crooner. Since 
the 1920s...the songs he has sung 
have been redolent of a whole era. 
In the process he has become an 
American institution. But up until 
this week, with the release of 


Paramount's Going My Vay, Bing: 


Crosby has remained essentially 
just a crooner. 

“Going My Way \aunches him 
on a career as anactor who is only 
incidentally a crooner. As Father 
‘Chuck’ O'Malley, a high-spirited 
young priest who has been assigned 
by his bishop to straighten out the 
tangled finances of a Catholic par- 
ish in the New York slums, he gives 
a performance that is as warm and 
friendly and unpretentious as his 
personality... 

“Leo McCarey...directed Going 
My Way reverently without mak- 
ing it mushy with sentimentality. 
In it he preaches no sermon, pro- 


pounds no theological dogma. The 
result is a fine, human movie... 
“Possibly influenced by his su- 
perlative performance, Paramount 
executives hastened to sign Crosby 
up for a new contract which would 


last 10: years and be conspicuously 


free of the usual Hollywood options. — 


“Going My JV’ay is not just all 


Crosby and nothing else, however. 


For, sharing acting honors with 


him, if not star billing, is a wonderful 


Irishman named Barry Fitzgerald, 


who plays the part of Father Fitz- 


gibbon, the crotchety old pastor of ~ 


St. Dominick’s parish which Father 
O'Malley must rehabilitate. His 
performance is one of the half- 
dozen finer things seen in motion 
pictures as they complete their first 
50 years. Pervading it are the soft 
chuckle of Irish laughter, the sad 
searching loneliness of old age and 


the beautiful simplicity of true 
faith.” 
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‘The Hitler Gang’ is worth 
a million words. If you 
didn’t know it was all true, 


you wouldn't believe it.” 


—WALTER WINCHELL 
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WAR ACTIVITIES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 3, 1914 


ore Than 10,000 Theatres Lined Up 
For WAC Drive; Aim for 6,000 More 


In line with the request from thee 


War Department to spur enlistments 


in the Women’s Army Corps, the 
motion picture industry campaign, 
under the national chairmanship of 


E. L. Alperson, by last week had al- 
ready resulted in lining up 10,000 
theatres to back “WAC Recruiting 
Week” May 11-17. 

Army officials, looking upon the- 
atres and showmanship methods as 
the most potent medium for glam-| 
orizing 
service, 
tion of 
the U, 
secure 
before 

In addition to Alperson, others on 
the general industry committee are 
Ned E. Depinet, distributor chair- 
man; Harry Mandel, publicity direc- 
tor; Harry Brandt and Charles B. 
McDonald field directors. 

Implementing the committee, Al- 


the attractive aspects of the 
have asked for the coopera- 
the 16.000 picture theatres in 
S.. with Alperson aiming tol 
100°, theatre participation 
the drive tees off next week 


person early this month swiftly cre- 
ated an industry advisory council 
consisting of major company toppers 
such as Barney Balaban, Joseph 


Bernhard, Nate 
Cohn, Tom J. 


Blumberg, Jack 
Connors, Gus Eyssell, 
Si Fabian. Leonard H. Goldenson, 
Ben Galmenson, Harry Kalmine, 
Carl Leserman, Abe Montague, Rod- 
ney Pantages, N. Peter Rathvon, 


Charles Reagan. Herman Robbins, 
William F. Rodgers, Eddie Rubin, 
George J. Schaefer, Joseph M. 
Schenck, Nicholas M. Schenck, Wil- 
liam A. Scully. Grad Sears, Spyros 
Skouras, Joe Vogel, Kenneth Thom- 
son, Harry M. Warner, Richard 


Walsh and Pete Wood. 

Indicative of the all-out support 
from all branches of the industry 
was the offer of cooperation from 
the theatrical labor organizations jn 
Greater New York and elsewhere. 
In N. Y., support was pledged by 
Local 802 of the AFM, Local No. 1 
IATSE, Local 4, IATSE, and Local 
306 of Motion Picture Projec- 
lionists. 

Pointing up the scope of the drive 
is the volume of exploitation mates 
rial being made available to theatre 
operators, including 20,000,000 her- 
1.250.000 application blanks, 
16,000 new posters, 16,000 special ex- 
ploiitation kits. A 250-foot trailer, 
produced by Frank Whitbeck, star- 


the 


alds, 


H’wood Canteen Elects 
Bette Davis 3d Time 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Beite Davis draws a third term as 
president Hollywood Canteen, which 
1.580.600 service men in 
its of existence. Others 
re-elected are John Garfield, Mervyn 
LeRoy, J. K. Wallace, Carroll Hol- 
lister and Mrs. John Ford, vice-pres- 

idents; and Jean Lewin, secretary. 
On executive board are Alfred C. | 
Ybarra, Jules C. Stein, Paul Jaffee, | 


has served 


two years 


Chef Milani, Kay Kyser, Ann 
Warner, Georgia Fifield, Florine 
Bale, Doris Stein, Florence C. Cad- 


rez, Harry Crocker, Dudley R. Furse, 
John DeGroen, Baron Moorhead, Bob! 
Hope, Mrs. Ernest Hare, Carey Wil- | 
son and Mack Millar. 


Need More Linegirls | 
For the So. Pacific, 


Capt. Cargill Urges 


On Board Ship from | 
° — 
Australia to New Guinea. 
Editor, “Variety”: 

The USO-Camp Shows are coming 
over regularly and doing a great | 
job....Sammy Walsh, Jean Darrell | 
and Ralph Thomas are out here with 
Don Barry. Walsh is his usual cap- | 
able self. An expert entertainer and | 
particularly expert for this kind of 
job. Thomas is a fine entertainer, 
and this Darrell girl could make her- 
self the “sweetheart of New Guinea” 
in no time... 

One of the things I am doing on 
this trip is getting “Stars and Gripes” 
started. It is a show made up of 53 | 
enlisted that just got off a boat fresh 
from the States. It will make a tour | 
of all the forward areas. Most of the 
personnel ex-professionals...I 
understand that Capt. John Shubert | 
1ad a hand in puttihg it together. It 
ought to be what the boys @rdered. 

Two groups of New Guinea “Rock- 
ettes” are going strong all over the 
advance areas. They are Australian | 


ring Lionel Barrymore, wi 
tributed linegirls and go to many _ places 
S. where no white women have ever | 
tor will broadcast a special salute to been before...If I were doing ex- | 
the WAC is radi 
on radio program | pjoitation for the Roxy or Music | 
i ay nes sesh 12-page- Press| Hall, I'd send a group of six girls and 
prepared for guidance! principal right out of the line over- 
of theatre ops rators, including ad seas via USO. Maybe there is some 
mats, lobby dobby display sugges-|;eason why it can't be done, but if 


tions, ete. 

Special citations are to be issued 
by the Army to every theatre man- 
ager who secures applications for at 
least 12 WACS. 

Campaign was started as a result 
of a talk by Major General Ulio, Ad- 
jutant General of the Army, to 
members of the War Activities Com- 
mitiee and Theatres Division Execu- 


tive Committee. Gen. Ulio outlined 
the Army’s vital need for more 
WACS. 


Lt. Harry Buxbaum 
Home (N.Y.) on Leave 


it could, it would be a great piece of 
good-will and institutional publicity. | 
Captain Jerry Cargill. 


Det. Exhib Sells 706%, 
Of Capacity in Bonds 


Detroit, May 2. 
the recent 
contest to 


Michigan’s winner in 
motion industry 
sell 


turned a 


picture | 
“a bond: for every seat,” really | 
c.| 


according to E. 


trick, 


Lt. (j.g. Harry S. Buxbaum, 
former Metro sales rep, is home in 


N. Y. on leave after extensive serv- 
Ice in the Solomons area. 
with 33 missions and 250 flying hours 


over enemy territory, he received | 
four stars and has recom-| 
mended for three citations. 

His father, Harry H. 


Buxbaum, | 
20th-Fox for many | 
years is now special home office rep. | 


pranen manager 


RAWSON JOINS METRO 
Howard Dietz. Metro's vice-presi- | 
dent in charge of advertising-promo- | 
tion, announced this week that | 
Mitchell Rawson has joined the pub- 


licity staff to handle special assign- 
ments. Rawson formerly was pub- 
licity director for David O. Selz- 


nick and previously eastern 
Publicity manager for Warners. 
Betty Moisson, formerly on Life, 
also has joined company’s publicity 
Staff as magazine contact. 
More Celorado Managers Called. 
Denver, May 2. | 
John O. Denman, manager Mayan, | 
Denver, Navy. 


Ray Benham. Rio manager, Do- 
lores, Colo., and Harry Allen, man- 
ager Allen, Farmington, N. M., 
Army. 


Credited | 


| Irvin Wilsker, who submitted “Ado- 


|“Milk for the Hottentots,’ by Lt. 
Samuel Sandmel. Navy; ‘“Wana- 
Mara,” by Sgt. Emmett O'Byrne, 


L. Matson. 


Beatty, chairman of War Activities | 
Committee. | 
Thomas H. Ealand, manager of | 


| Ferndate theatre, suburban Detroit, | 
jactually sold 706‘. of his seating 


} capacity. Manager of 435-seat house 
sold 3.074 bonds with a maturity 
vaiue of $227.250. In addition to 
selling a seven-fold turn-over for 
his small house, he was averaging 


AAF Officer Wins 
$100 in Play Contest 
The National Theatre Conference, 


which consists of community and lit- 


close to a $75 bond on every sale. | 


tle theatre drama groups, has award- 
first $100 
writing contest to Lt. Ralph Nelson 

of the Army Air Force, script being 

entitled “Angels Weep.” Writers of | 
two other plays won prizes of $50 
each, they being Pvt. Russell Graves, 
for his “Tears of Laughter,” and Pfe. 


ed prize of on its play- 


lescent Angel.” 

Awards were in addition to those 
given recently for short plays, skits 
and radio scripts. Full-length plays 
which received honorable mention: 


AAF, and “For the Boys,” by Pvt. E. 


lally secure enough to pay for more 


| freer access to the lunch counter to 


| 
!as honorary. Those named were Ray | 
| 


ition in advertising, press and radio 


Joe Brown’s Son Honored 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Joe E. Brown presented coiors tc 
new Veteran of Foreign Wars post 


named for his son, Capt. Don E. 
Brown on Sunday. 
Son was killed in action. Event 


was held at Spaulding’ Field, 
U.C.L.A., and was attended by over 
4.000 including top-ranking Army 
and Navy officials. 


Stage Door Canteen 
May Shutter While 
Being Re-Conditioned 


Receipt of a check for $235.000 last 
week from Sol Lesser upped the 
profit to the American Theatre Wing 
on “Stage Door Canteen” film to 
nearly $2,000,000. Further payments 
are anticipated from the same source. 
Schedule of expenditures now in- 
cludes coin for the Stage Door Can- 
teen in London, financing of a stock 
company which is expected to be 
sent to at least one fighting front in 
Europe and reconditioning of the 
original Canteen in New York. 

Plans for the latter work have 
practically been completed and will 
necessitate closing the spot for some 
weeks. It's hoped to rent another 
place temporarily in the theatre dis- 
trict so that men in uniform will not 
be deprived of this popular oasis. 
Efforts to secure larger quarters 
within the Broadway district so far 
have proved unsuccessful, present 
spot under the 44th Street theatre 
being rent free. 

Indicated that the Wing is financi- 


commodious quarters but the intent 
is to devote all funds possible to en- 
tertaining and feeding men in the 
Allied armed forces. Understood 
that around $500,000 to be used in 
future Canteen activities during and 
after the war has been deposited so 
that it will earn interest. Fixing up 
the N. Y. Canteen will cost over 
$15,000, while $10,000 has been allo- 
cated to the London spot. 

Changes in the Canteen include a 


men entering. This will necessitate | 
changing the location of the stage. 
Seven new members were elected | 


to the Wing's board, filling in gaps | 


| eaused by directors being out of the 


country or in uniform but retained 


| Bolger, Oscar Hammerstein, II, Wil-* 


Burns Mantle, Law- | 
rence Tibbett, Matt Shelvey and 
Earl McGill. Board’s total comple- | 
ment is 48. 


Vince Callahan’s New 
Venture in Washington 


Washington, May 2. 
Vincent F. Callahan, recently re- 
signed director of war bond promo- 


liam Feinberg, 


for the Treasury, has set himself up 
in a new biz here. 

Callahan will publish a weekly 
newsletter on surplus Government 
war goods and property offered: for 
sale. He an ex-newspaperman 


is 


and radio executive. 


Prisoners of War Being | 
Coddled with Pix in St.L. 


St. Louis, May 2. 
Mum is the only word obtainable 
from the Army and the management 
of Fanchon & Marco Service Corp. 
that war prisoners, wearing jackets | 
on which are emblazoned the letters 


“P| W.", have been attending special | 
|flicker programs at F&M’s_ 5.000! 
| seater Fox in midtown. The Star- 


| Times received numerous beefs that 
| war prisoners are being coddled by 


being brought to the city to see 
flicker shows. 

A spokesman for F&M said, “Our 
tied talking about the 
Call Col. L. L. Conrad, } 


commanding officer of the St. Louis 
District of the Seventh Service Com- 


hands are on 


subject. 


mand.” Col. Conrad and other mili- | 
tary officers in the district would | 
make “no comment.” Two camps | 
for Italian war prisoners are located 


Mo., | 
Fort | 


near Nevada and Weingarten, 
and German prisoners at 
Leonard Wood, near Rolla, Mo. 


Six Pix Rushed to Front 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Six recently released films will go 
abroad in next two weeks for free 
distribution through Army Overseas 
Motion Picture Division. 

Shipped this week will be “Four 
Jills in a Jeep,” “Ladies Courageous” 
and “Jam Session,” to be followed a 
week later by “Shine On Harvest 
Moon,” “Navy Way” and “Up in 
Mabel’s Room.” 


| 
motion 


idie Cantor production. 


lof Painters, 


RKO, Metro Send Big Coin Radio's 
Way For Two Shows Across Board 


Despite numerous recent hitches 
between broadcasters film 
studios, Hollywood has not turned 
thumbs down on radio as an advere- 
tising medium for their own output, 
Decisions by two major film studios 
to buy time for 15-minute five-a- 
week programs sends at least 
$2,000,000 of Hollywood coin into the 
broadcasting industry, 

RKO inaugurates a new coast-to- 
coaster over 177 Blue stations, May 
29, in the 3:15-3:30 p.m. ‘(EWT) slot 
Mondays through Fridays. Metro, 
which had intended to drop out of 
radio with the expiration of its pact 
with Mutual for the Fulton Oursler 


Ann Daggett Added 
As Vanguard Publicist 


Ann Daggett, formerly associate 
editor of Click and western editor 
of Stardom, has been added to Van- 
guard Films’ publicity department as 
national magazine contact. 

She is the wife of Charles Dag- 
gett, publicist for James Cagney and 
former “Daily Variety” staff member 
on the Coast. Mrs. Daggett replaces 
Dee Lawrance. 


WLW, Cincy’s Exclusive 
With RKO Pix Bally Gets 


A P Vi D ( stanza next week (12) instead will 
rotest la « Ne start a new series of radie screen 
tests © with 15-minute programs 


Exclusive sponsorship tieups be-| 
tween film companies and radio sta-| 
tions, whereby the latter undertake | 
to provide special programs and free 
air time in connection with picture 
vreems, are likely to become im- 
practical due to protests recently 
launched in Washington. 


across-the-board in the 9:15-9:30 
p.m. (EWT) slot June 12, adding 15 
stations to the Oursler hookup. 
RKO’s “Hollywood Star Time,” 
aired from the-studio dining room, 
has been testing since Feb. 28 on 20 
stations of the Coast segment of the 


Understood that one of the major are Please 
film companies complained to Gov-| expension to full 
web, with program budgeted at 


ernment officials about the exslusive | 
deal set up by RKO with WLW, Cin- 
cinnati. WLW sponsors three pic- 
tures annually for RKO under the 
current arrangement, with the un- 
derstanding that no similar deal 
would be made by WLW with any 
other film company. 

While time could be bought on 
WLW at regular rates for any pic- | 
ture, the station was limiting its Metro's “M-G-M 
sponsorship (including special free | Screen Pests,” will originate in N. Y, 
programs, eangapale in newscasts and | in the main, but several stanzas will 
Commentaries, ere.? to RKO films. come from Culver City. The pro- 
p As a result of the complaint filed gram also will be taken on the road 
in Washington station WLW subse- | Visiting key cities in the search for 
quently advised another film com- talent . 
pany that it would consider sponsor- | : 


$1,000,000 per year, was announced 
Friday (28) by Ned Depinet, RKO 
prexy. 

Featured will be a “hitchhike” at: 
tag end plugging local film houses, 
current films and playdates, han- 
dled by local announcers. Format 
of “Star Time” comprises interviews 
with stars on the lot, plus erch and 
chorus. 


| Stints will comprise actual talent 
a films other than those from | tests over the air, with the public 
ns | being asked to judge possibilities of 
embryo talent by letter. Records of 
|; programs will be sent to Hollywood 
INCANDESCENT BALLY |for final passage by Metro's talent 
| board. 

FOR CANTOR S NEW PIC: Par’s “Hitler Gang” Plugs 
| Paramount has bought a record 
First mechanical electric sign for a| amount of time for one week on a 
picture will be erected on} local station to plug its new film, 
Broadway for the run of “Show Busi- the Hitler Gang.” Approximately 
ness,” at the Palace theatre at a cost | $8000 is being spent this week for 
of $20,000. time on WJZ, N. Y., with the com- 


Sign will measure 60 by 40 feet.) pany sponsoring the news sessions 
with a boxed insert of 18 by 20 feet | headed by Henry J. Taylor, Ray 
/containing a running band flashing | Henle and Bruno Shaw. _ , 
names and other data about the Ed-| par js also sponsoring Ed East's 


early-morning variety show. “Break- 
fast in Bedlam” and two participa- 
tions in Alma Kitchell’s “Woman's 
Exchange.” In addition, they've 
bought 30 station-breaks and _ spot 
announcements. 


SPECIAL FIELD STAFF 
ON U’S ‘FOLLOW BOYS’ 


Universal has organized a special 


H’wood Flacks May Join 
Forces With Painters 


Hollywood, May 2. 
Referendum has been ordered by 
the Screen Publicists Guild to de- 
cide on the acceptance of an auton- 


omous American Federation of 


Labor charter from the Brotherhood 
field staff to cover initial openings ia 


Decorators and Paper- 
som cities r “Follow the 
{hangers of America. Vote will re-| me 10 key cities for “Follow 1 
iquire considerable time, as ballots| Boys,’ Charles K. Feldman produc- 
must be sent to 62 members now | tion, and has budgeted $100,000 for 
serving in training camps and ove |advertising in dailies. This covers 


‘ | the first 20 playdates, total ad budg- 
ruild decided on the referendum | 
after an explanation of the methods | ©! on film being $250.000. 
and benefits of affiliation by Herbert Hank Linet, Maurice Bergman's 
Sorrell, prexy of the Conference of | €X€¢ assistant, starts a special trek in 
Studio Unions. | connection With openings in New 
- | Haven, Bridgeport. Boston, Philadel- 
P | phia, Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, Read- 
Einfeld’s Before-After |ing, Cleveland, Cincinnati Co- 
lumbus. 
Tradepress Stunt on Pie vu will have a big bill poster e: 
up a print of “Outward —— throughout the U. S. o 
19° picture, first time ‘company 
Bound,” 1930 Warner release Charlie three years. 
Einfeld, v.p. of WB in charge of na- | 


Millionth Patron at N.Y. 
Par Show Gets $25 Bond 


Setting the theatre's attendance 
record of over 1,000,000 people on its 
10-week rur. of “Lady in the Dark” 
Xavier Cugat's band on stage, 
the Paramount, N. Y., on Friday (28) 


ana 


me 
this 


Digging 


for 


tional publicity-advertising, ran the 
picture off for himself, followed by 
the Warner remake 
tween Two Worlds,” and got such a 
bang out of it, he screened the two 
pictures for some of the studio gang. 

In consequence, tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) Einfeld has arranged to run off 


known 


as 


ve away a $25 war bond to the 
Outward Bound n ming 
the morning | purchaser of the millionth ticket. 


and Between Two Worlds” in the | sailor, while the next 10 patrons in 
afternoon for members of the N. Y, | line will be guests of the theatre to- 
tradepress. A subsequént double- day (Wed.) whee “Goin My Way” 
screening willbe held for critics and Charlie m stage 
film editors of the dailies. This will | start a peo snihsota — 
not be done for exhibitors, however. |— The Par. 
idea for the duals screening was P 
suggested to Einfeld by Mark Hell- 
inger. 

“Between Two Worlds” will get 
general release May 26. 


brought in “Going My 


Way” yesterday afternoon ‘Tues.) at 
5:15, replacing “Lady.” but retained 
the stageshow throughout the day, 
with Spivak and a new bill coming 
in this morning. 
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. Wednesday, May 3, 1914 


THE MUSICAL SHOW 
Their Songs, Dances, Laughs and 


propuctD sy EDDIE CANTOR 


DIRECTED 


a 
< 


Wednesday. Mav 3. 19114 
: VARIE TY 
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AND SHOW FOLK! 


Don 


WHERE ELSE FOR THE SPECTACULAR © 
WORLD PREMIERE THAN THE SHRINE 
OF ALL SHOWDOM... THE PALACE’... 


Gala opening Wednesday, May 10, at New York's 
most famous theatre, the house where show 
business reached its zenith, and whose walis have 
echoed the talents of more great stars than any 
other spot in the world! 


‘Screen Play by Joseph Quiltan end. 


a 


Dorothy Bennett + Story by Bert Granet 
t 
‘ ; 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 3, 1944 


L. A. Better; ‘Mabel’s Room Okay 536, 
4 Spots, ‘S.R.0. Stout 44156 in Two, 


Ink Spots Up ‘Darling’ Record 426)" 


Biz is brig) 
pheum stage 
“My 
boosted to a 
Ink Spots ba 
and Cootie 
house. Smas 
atre. 
week to mak 

Combo of 
and “Woman 


$44.500 in tw 
Luis Rey,” 

three house 
“Cover Girl” 


in third session in two spots, and 
holds a fourth. 
Estimates for This Week 


Carthay C 
$1 


500. 
*‘RKO) and 
tery” 


sian Girls” 
Last week 
and “Primiti 
$8,000. 

Four Star 


500. Last we 


Hawaii 


Cat People” 
week, 


on stage. Te 


Darling Clementine” 


Stage layout did 44 shows on 


is clocking an okay $53.000. 
ing Room Only” 


“Woman of Town” (UA). 
Last week, 


(RKO), 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 50- 


“San Luis Rey” 


“Ladies Courageous” 


“Buffalo Bill” 
“Around World” (RKO). 


(lst wk), sw 
(G&S) 
“Action Arabia” 
“Lady and Monster” 


‘4th wk) and “Trocadero” 
wk), okay $3,000. 


Cootie Williams orch, Ella Fitzgerald 


week, “Women in Bondage” 


Los May 2. 


iter currently with Or- 
show a real sensation. 
is being 
terrific $42,000 by the 
cked by Ella Fitzgerald 
Williams band at this 
hes all records at the- 


Angeles, 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week 

(Based on 15 tieatres 
Total Gross Same Weex 


e such a figure possible. 
“Up in Mabel’s Room” 


of Town” in four houses ‘Based on 13 theatres) 


Broadway Grosses 


$504,500 


) 


$577,200 


“Stand- 


is heading for great 
0 spots. “Bridge of San 
heading dual setup in 
s. looks nice $35,000. 
is still strong at $33,000 


Bill Strong 


ircle (F-WC) 1,516; 50- 
s Room” (UA) = and 
Lush $7,- 
“Around World” 
“Tarzan’s Desert Mys- 
sad $3,500. 


Rain hurt openings this w 


Howard at Golden Gate. * 


and 


falo Bill” 


Downtown (WB) (1,800: 50-$1)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (4th wk). $3 
Ss $11,000. Last week, nice $14,- Only” (Par) an d “Can't 
Egyptian (F-WC) (1,535; 50-$1)— Love” (Par), solid $32,500. 


(UA) and “3 Rus- 
Grand $8, 500. 
(U) 
ve Man” (U), profitable 


(UA-WC) (900; 50-85)— 
(20th) «2d wk) and 
Good $3,- 
ek, “Buffalo Bill” (20th) 
eet $5,000. 

(1,100; 50-$1)— 
(RKO) and “Curse 
Big $9, 500. Last 
(Rep) 
(Rep) (3d 


(UA). “Broadway Rhythm” 


$24,000. 


“Harvest Moon’ (WB) and 
Way” (Par). Second week 
tinued first-run house, good 
Last week, big $16,000. 
Warfield ‘(FWC) 


(RKO). 


show, “Bathing Beauty 


and Monster” 


Freddie Slack orch, good $2 
rrif $42.000 or over. Last 


(Mono) 


Average $28,000. Last week, 
(Rep) with Blackstone 


$35,000, Frisco 


San Francisco, May 2 


eek but 


some new bills are doing fairly well. 
Outstanding is “Seven Days Ashore” 
with vaude layout headed by Willie 


‘Buffalo 
he huge 


$1)—“Mabel’s Room” (UA) 

“Woman of Town” (UA). Fancy $12,- + ed also looks excellent at t 

000. Last week, “Around World” ” Estimates for This Week 
‘RKO) and “Tarzan’s Desert Mys- FWC “But 
tery” (RKO), low $8,700. ox‘ ) (5,000; 55-85 )—"“Buf- 


(20th) and “Escape to 


5,000 or 


“Standing Room 


Ration 


Paramount (FWC) (2,470; 55-85)— 
(M-G) 
“Tunisian Victory” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fair $19,000. Last week, passable 


and 


St. Francis (FWC) (1,475; 55-85)— 
“Navy 


at con- 


$14,000. 


(2,650; 55-85)— 
“Devil Miss Jones” (RKO) and stage 
Follies.” 
“Lady 


6.500. 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400; 60- 


| $18,500. 
| 


Bill’ Stout 246, Newark 


Newark, May 2. 
Dull is the word for theatre biz 
currently. The first 12 days of May 
' usually finds business off here Ba 
ice 


! thi s year is no exception. 
wee kend weather sent natives hust- 
J for the open spaces, “Buffalo 
is standout. 


Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Aadams-Par ) (1,940; 35-90) 
—"Rosie the Riveter” (Rep) and 
Woody Herman orch on stage, okay 
Last week. “Trocadero” 
(Rep) with Bob Chester orch and 
“Gay 90s Revue” on stage, fairish 
$16.500. 

Branford (2.800; 
“Chip Off Old Block” 
“Ladies Courageous” (U). Accept- 
able $18,000. Last week, “Passage 
Marseille” (WB) and “Moon Las Ve- 
gas” (U) (2d wk), pleasing $16,400. 

Paramount ‘Adams-Par) 
35-85) —"‘Standing Room Only” (Par) 
and “Navy Way” (Par) (2d wk). 
Okay $17,000. Last week, strong 
$20,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-$1.10) 
—‘“Buffalo Bill” (20th) and “Kitty 
O'Day” ‘Col). Stout, by comparison 
at $24,000. Last week, “Purple 
Heart” (20th) and “Hot Rhythm” 
(Mono), disappointing $18,000. 

State (Loew's) (2,600; 35-85)— 
“San Luis Rey” (UA) and “3 Russian 
Girls” (UA). Tepid $14,000. Last 
week, “Heavenly Body” (M-G) and 
“Return Vampire” (Col), dull $16,500. 


CINCY CELLAR 
BUT 


Cincinnati, May 2 
Downtown biz continues as last 
week—only fair-to-middling. “Har- 
vest Moon” is far in front at Grand, 
most other firstruns being in cellar. 
Dual chillers, “Lady and Monster” 
and “Curse of Cat People,” are big 

at small Lyric. 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-95 )—“Four 
Jills Jeep” (20th) and Tony Pastor 
orch, Helen Forrest, Hal Sherman 
and Three Hearts on stage. Mild 
$21.500. Same last week on “Ratioti- 


20-90)— 
(U) and 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 50-$1)—| 0” Stage, big $31,000. ing’ (M-G) plus Tommy Tucker 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (4th wk). State (FWC) (2.010; 55-85)—! band, others. 

Okay at $7,000. Last week, nifty | “Standing Room Only” (Par) and Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 44-70)— 
$9.000. “Can’t Ration Love” (Par). Moved} “Lady in Dark” (Par) (4th wk). So- 
Los Angeles ‘(D'town-WC) (2,200;| from Fox, great $16,000. Last week, | so $5,000 after fair $6,000 last sesh. 
50-$1)—“San Luis Rey” (UA) and “3| “In Our Time” (WB), $12,500. Family (RKO) (1.000; 30-40)— 
Russian Girls’ (UA). Satisfactory Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 55-95) | “Prisoner Japan” (PRC) and “Bombs 
$19,500. Last week, “Ladies Courage- | —“Seyven Days Ashore” (RKO) with; Burma” (PRC) split with “Follow 
eus” (U) and “Primitive Man” (U),| yvaude headed by Willie Howard, | Leader” (Mono) and “Cowboy Can- 
good $20,200. King Sisters, Capella and Patricia, teen” (Col). Steady $2,600. Last 
Orpheum (D'town) (2,200; 65-99)— | others. Very big $29,000. Last week, week, “Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par) 
“Clementine” (Rep), with Ink Spots, ellow Canary” (RKO) w ith and “Empty Holsters” (WB) divided 


with “Monster Maker” (PRC) and 
“Frontier Law” (U), near same. 


Grand (RKO) (1,430; 44-70 )—“Har- 


(2,000: | § 


Det. Marks Time; ‘Passage, at 306, 


Alone Solid, Jills 33G, ‘Russia 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
‘Based on 24 cities, 188 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tneluding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
$2,297,500 
(Based on 27 cities, 194 theatres) 


Tampico -Vaude 


Blah 186, Wash. 


Washington, May 2. 
“See Here, Private Hargrove,” one 
of few new pictures downtown, will 
lead straight-film parade this week. 
“Jam Session” was pulled from the 


Metropolitan on Wednesday, ‘“Har- 
vest Moon” substituted. “Tampico” 


with vaude, is sad at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitel tLoew) (3,434; 34-72)— 
“Tampico” (20th) with vaude headed 
by Happy Felton. Picture slugged 
by crix. Tepid $18,000. Last week, 
“Four Jills Jeep” (20th) with vaude, 
okay $21,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 34-72)— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par). Boffo $8,000, 
after three weeks before moveover. 
Last week, “Heavenly Body” (M-G), 
good $7,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,240: 70-85)—‘“No 
Time Love” (Par) with vaude (2d 
wk). Good $19,500. Last week, 
rousing $24,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.800; 44-66)—“Up 


in Arms” (RKO) (2d wk). Fancy 
$11,000: may go third week. Last 
week, nice $18,000. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1.800; 35- 55)— | 
“Harvest Moon” «WB). In — days, 


fine $8.500. Last week, “Jam Ses- 
sion” (Col), pulled after five day 
with weak $4,300. 

Palace ‘Loew) (2.242: 34-72)— 
“Private Hargrove” (M-G). Good 


$19.000. Last week, “Lady in Dark” 
(Par) (Sd wk). Brisk $17,000. 


Indpls. Mildish, Only 
‘Rhythm’ $14,000 Okay 


Indianapolis, May 2. 

Battling fine outdoor 
show biz is on the weak side 
week. with only “Broadway ree | 


this 


186 


Detroit, May 2. 

Three fresh bills move into the 
loop currently to keep - at a good 
| if not spectacular level. Michigan. 
| with “Passage to Marseille” and 
'“Can’t Ration Love” is strong, but 
bes Fox, with * ‘4 Jills in Jeep” and 

am Session.” is only okay. “Fal- 
pe. Out Went.” at the Palms-State, 
healthy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1.700: 55-75)— 
“Ali Baba” (U) (2d wk) and “Sailors 
Holiday” (Col). Former moved from 
Fox with nice $11,000 likely. Last 
week, “Bernadette” (20th) (3d wk) 
at (85-$1.10), great $16,000. 

Broadway -Capitol (United Detroit) 
(2, 800: 55-75 }—“Harvest Moon” (WR) 
and “Navy Way” (Par) (3d wk). 
Pair moved from Michigan; solid 
$16,000. Last week, “Miracle Mor- 
gan’s Creek” (Par) ‘and “Cross Lor- 
raine” (M-G) (4th wk), good $10.600 
on moveover combo. 

Fox (Fox- -Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
—G Jills Jeep” (20th) and “Jam Ses- 
sion” (Col). Okay $33,000. Last 
week, “Ali Baba” (U) and “Some- 
thing About Soldier” (Col), potent 
$38,000. 

Madison ‘(United Detroit) (1.800: 
55-75) —"“Army” (WB). Return date 
sights good $5,200. Last week, “What 
a Woman” (Col) and “Lifeboat” 


(20th), nice $5,000. 

Michigan ‘(United Detroit) (4.000: 
55-75 )—"*Passage Marseille” (WB) 
and “Can't Ration Love” (Par). 
Bright $30,000. Last week, “Harvest 
Moon” (WB) and “Navy Way” (Pur) 
(2d wk), strong $24,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 55-75)—“Song Russia” (M-G) 


and “Falcon Out West” (RKO). Good 
$18.000. Last week, “Our Time” 
(WB) and “Curse Cat People” 
(RKO) (2d wk), sturdy $15,000 be- 


hind first week's great $20,000. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 


142 000; 55-75)—“Lady in Dark” (Par) 
and “Rookies Burma” (RKO) (7th 
wk). Good $11,000 after strong tidy 


$13, 000 last week, 


Mp Still Slanping 


2 Films Pulled; 


‘Harvest’ Fine $15,000 


weather. | 


1 Minneapolis, May 2. 
Grosses started slumping here sev- 
cral weeks ago and there’s no letup. 

of recent offerings, only two—"“A 
Guy Named Joe” and “Private Har- 
xrove”—have chalked up impressive 
figures. They are two of current 
|holdovers. Newcomers are “Shine 


On, Harvest Moon,” “Four Jills in a 
Jeep,” “Hey, Rookie” and “The Un- 
invited.” 


(24 rin) with, “Yours for Fun" stage | Tike good $12,000. Last week, |est Moon’ (WB). Bumper $15000| at Loew's cutting much ice in line-| Pay-Singer) (000. 36-25) — 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— | $14,500. Last week, “Miracle Morgan's Creek” “Whistler” and Beautiful ‘But 
“Cover Girl’ (Col) (3d wk) and (Par) (3d wk), big $7,500. 5 ee ‘ : roke” (Col). Fair $2,000 in five 
“Weekend Pass” (U). Fancy $16,000. | , ? Keith’s (United) (1,500; 44-70)— Cirele ‘Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 32-55) —— Last week, “Rains Came” 
Last week, with “Two-Man Sub- COVER GIRL BRIGHT “Lady, Let’s Dance” (Mono). Feeble | —“Harvest Moon (WB). Fair $11. 20th) (reissue) and “Cowboy Can- » 
marine” (Col), bangup $20,000. $3,000. Last week, “Lost Angel” (M- | thost Walks 
P t (F&M) (3.389: 50-$1)— TILE ACE G). sweet $6,500. (U) and “Trocadero” (Rep), sad -; Alone’ (Col) anc en on Mind” 
“ieemdina Weeds Only” (ben) ond $15,000, SEA Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 44-70)—“Lady | 200. | (PRC). fair $2,400 in eight days. 
‘Can't Ration Love” (Par). Strong Seattle, May 2. and Monster” (Rep) Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.300; 32- 55) |. (P-S) 44-60) — 
$29,000. Last week, “Uninvited” People” «(RKO).. Stout $7,500. st |} —“Up In Arms” (RKO). Looks $11,- | ate Hargrove” ( (2d wk). 
‘Par) (2d wk) and “Aldrich, Boy mg pace cur- week, “Impostor” (U), moderate $5,- | 000, below par for house. Last week, $17,500 
451: 50-$1)—"Standing Room Only” | Pheum and “Cover Girl” at Liberty | ,nened Tomorrow” (UA). Jerked Keith's (Indie) (1.200: 35-55)—| bels” (Frank), disappointing $5,500. 
(Par), Stout $15,500. Last week, | 4’ doing w ell. after fifth day; sorry $5,500. “Buffalo | «coint Meets Tiger” (Rep) and | Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 40)—“Hey, 
“Uninvited” (Par), excellent $11,500. Estimates for This Week Bill” (20th) opened Tuesday (2). ey Ave an $5,000 tn four daya.| ; Rookie” ‘Col). Mild $3, 000 indicated. 
| Last week, “Ladies Courageous” (U), ; Last week, “Curse of Cat People” 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) Last week, “Alibi” (Rep) and WLW 


| (RKO), good $4,000. 


$1)—"Cover Girl” (Col) (3d wk) and | (800; 45-80)—“Buffalo Bill” (20th) | disappointing $9,000. 
“Weekend Pass” (U). Great $17,000. | (4th wk). Oke $4,500 in six days.| Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 44-70)— Co. Jamboree on stage, swell | _Lyrie (P-S) (1:100; 44-60)—“Guy 
Last week. with “Two-Man Sub-| Last week. “Lady in Dark” (Par) | “Cover Girl’ (Col). Second week of . | Named Joe” (M-G) (4th wk). Has 
marine” (Col), husky $20,000. (4th wk), big $5,200. moveover. Okay $6,000 following taken storm; may reach 
Ritz (F-WC) (1,372; 50-$1)—“San n (H-E) (2,349: 45-80) | trim $8,000 last week. ‘Broadway hythm” (M-G). Siz- strong after big $7,000 third 
Luis Rey’ (UA) and “3 Russian _"Rationing and “Lost zling $14,000. with holdover likely. week, 
Girls” (UA). Average $7,000 or close. gel” (M-G) (2d wk). So-so $8,000 . Last w eek. Rationing (M-G ) and | | Orpheum (‘P-S) (2,800; 44-60)— 
Last week, “Ladies Courageous” (U) | in six days. Last week, handled hefty ‘Escape Leads Port. Woman of Town” (UA), surprise; “Four Jills Jeep” (20th). Pencilled 
and “Primitive Man” (U), good | $13,500. rs $13,000. in 11th hour when “Tender Com- 
$7.500. . Liberty (J-vH) (1.650; 45-80)— | W ith Sturdy $11,000 Lyrie 1 nol Pyne originally slated for 
“ State (Loew s-WC) “Cover Girl” (Col). Great $15,000. | Portland, Ore., May 2. ‘Standing Reom Only" (Par). Ote feshien. Las 
Mabel's Room (UA and oman Last week, “Rookie” (Col) and “9 Biz is far from strong generally $5.000 on moveover. Last week, i ast week, Tender 
of Town” (UA). Good $25,000. Last “ls” (Col $8,100 Wier? : Passage Marseille” (WB), nifty $5,-|Comrade” (RKO), disappointing at 
week, “Around World” (RKO) and this week. Best is “None Shall Es-| moveover $8,000. 
“Ta Desert Mystery” (RKO), | ..Musie Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— cape” at Orpheum, and with biggest Radio City (P-S) (4,000; 44-60) 
“Standing Room” (Par) (5th wk). coin, despite small capacity. h ‘H “Harvest Moon” (WB). Mi i 
*"United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 50- | Trim $5,000. Last week, $6,300, | ‘Omaha Okay; arvest, | ception for this one but good $15,000 
$1)—“Buffalo Bill” (20th) (2d Wk) | we 2 9900- 4%.20).| 80)—“Knickerbocker Holiday” (UA) Strong $12,000, Topper looks likely. Last week, “Private 
1 We rid (RKO) Fine | Music Hall (H-E) 2.200: 45 80) Har grove (M- G). terrifi $17 500. 
“Buffalo. Bill” | “Ladies Courageous” (U) and “Prim- ; 20d “Lady Monster’ (Rep). Fair Omaha, May 2 State 60) 
$9,000. Last week, “Buffalo Bill itive Man” (U). Slow $7.000. Last | $8,500. Last week, “In Our Time” ‘ ited” (2,000; 44-60 )—“Unin- 
(20th) (1st wk). socko $11,900. eC 2 1 of “Buffalo Bill” (20th), | (WB), neat $11,000. fter slow start. perfect weather | vitec ar Another last- minute 
Uptown (F-WC) (1,715; 50-$1)— | week, 2nd 0 uffa *| United Artists (Parker) (900: 40- | 0m Sunday is helping business hold | booking when “Madame Curie” (M- 
“Mabel's Room” (UA) and “Woman | 800d $6,700. | 80)—“Harvest Moon” (WB) (4th | 2@aF previous week's level. “Shine | G) slumped, failing to measure up on 
ef Town” (UA). Neat $8,500. Last | Orpheum (‘H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— | \ cer) Good $9.000 Last week, | Om. Harvest Moon,” at the Para- | second week. Fair $9,000. Last 
week. “Around World” (RKO) and | “Harvest Moon” (WB). Bright $14,- | “Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (3d wk). | Mount, is pace-setter. week, “Mme. Curie” (M-G), disap- 
“Tarzan's Desert Mystery” (RKO), 500. Last week, “Impostor (U) and} great $10,000. Estimates for This Week | pointing $9,800. 
weak $5.300. Phantom Lady” (U), swell $12,000. | Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 16-60) , « Uptown (Par) (1,100; 40-50) — 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296; 50-$1)—]/| Palomar (Sterling) (1.350; 30-$1) (1.800; 40-80)—“None Shall Escape” —“Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA) ona | Cover Girl” (Col). First neighbor- 
“Buffalo Bill” (20th) (2d wk) and |—‘Rosie the Riveter” (Rep) plus| (Col) and “Cowboy Canteen” (Col). | «,goonlight Vermont” (U).” Okay pores showing, good $3,800. Last 
“Around World” (RKO). Slowing up; vaude. Good $10,000. Last week, | Strong $11,000. Last week, “Tarzan’s | ¢]9 9090. Last week “Uninvited” | week, “Lassie Come Home” (M-G), 
to $3,500. Last week, “Buffalo Bill” | “Las Vegas” (U) and “Lady Death | Desert Mystery” (RKO) and “Whis- | ; pay) ‘good $10 500. | $4,200. 
(20th), nice $7.000. House” (PRC) pius vaude, big $11,- | tler” (Col), fair $8,500. anWWorld (Par-Steffes) (350; 44-80)— 
Wiltern (WB) (2,500; 50-$1)— | 100. Paramount ‘(H-E) (3,000; 40-80)— | ,, Brandeis (Singer) (1,500; 16-60)— | “Tender Comrade” (RKO) (2d wk)« 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (4th wk).! paramount (H-E) (3.039: 45-80)— “Standing Room Only” (Par) (2d | In Our Time” (WB) and “Frisco | Moved here from Orpheum. Fairly 
Nice $6,500. Last week, trim $8,400. | “Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (2d wk).| “K) and “Lady Death House” Kid” (WB) (reissue). Light $5,000, | good $2,500, Last week, “Scarlet 
; | Big $11,000. Last week, great $16,000. | ‘PRC). Nice $10,500. Last week, | lowest in_weeks. Last week, “Up in| Pimpernel” (UA) (reissue), $2,000. 
“Uncensored” (20th), strong $16,500, | A™ms” (RKO) and “Passport Des- 
GROSS’ PIX TRIO | Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— | “Oriental (H-E) 42,040: | tiny” (RKO) (2d wk), okay. $6,300. 
Holl “Standing Room Only” (Par). Okay Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- COWAN BUYS OTHMAN YARN 
$4,500. “Pos $4,500. Last week, “Lady in Dark” | 60)—“Harvest Moon” (WB). Strong Hollywood, May 2. 
Universal assigned Frank Gross as . 7 ast ee assage Mar-') Par) and “Lost Angel” (M-G), | $12,000, to lead city. Last week, Lester Cowan bought a post-war 
producer on the filmusical, “We *€ille” (WB) (3d wk), oke $5,200. about same, but rated mild. “Guy Named Joe” (M-G), big! story. “This Is the Life.” written by 
Want to Sing,” making the third on | Winter Garden (Steriing) (800; 25-| Mayfair (Parker-H-E) (1,500; 40- | $11,400. Fr United P we y 
his shooting schedule. 0)—“Old Acquaintance” (WB) and | 80)—“Woman of Town” (UA) and| Omaha ‘Tristates) (2,000; 16-60)—| Unites 
tate fol- | "Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) (3d/ “Moon Las Vagas” (U). Routine $6,-|“Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (2d wk) | based on a modernization of the 
lowing “Night Life’ and “Gitt of | Nice 200. Last week, Last week, “Mad Ghoul” (U)|and “Holmes Faces Death” Rip Van Winkle theme. 
a “Govt. Girl” (RKO) and “True Life” | and “Return Vampire” (Col), fine | Fancy $9,500. Last week, “Lost An-| Picture will be Cowan’s first ven- 
a4 Gab. (Par) (3d run), big 34,900. $7,000 gel” (M-G), good $8,300. ture into the filmusical field. 


Last Year | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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‘Rosie -Welk Sock $35,000, Best Chi. 
New Entry; ‘Arms 216, ‘Bridge’ 14G 


Chicago, May 2. 

Many holdoyers currently, and biz 
js far from great. “Rosie Riveter” 
plus Lawrence Welk is sock $35,000 
at Oriental. “Up in Arms” looks best 
of new entries with solid $27,000 at 
the Woods. “Bridge of San Luis 
Rey” looms steady $14,000. “Snow 
White” shapes big on Palace hold- 
over, and “Lady in Dark” stays 
strong on fourth week at State-Lake. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-95)— 
“Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA). Steady 
$14,000. Last week, “Bernadette” 
(20th) (7th week in Loop), smart 
$16.000 at (80c-$1.10). 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-95)— 
“\tivacle Morgan's Creek” (Par) (3d 
wk) and stage show. Trim $40,000. 
Last week, dandy $43,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 55-95)—“Cry 
Havoc” (M-G) (2d wk). Neat $8,500. 
Lo t week, okay $11,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,150; 55-95)—“Ali 
Baba” (U) and “Hi, Good Lookin’ ” 
(U) (4th week in Loop). Nice $8,000. 
Lest week, satisfactory $9,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 44-95)— 
“Rosie the Riveter” (Rep) and Law- 
rence Welk orch on stage. Sock $35.,- 
000. Last week, “Lady, Let’s Dance” 
(Mono) and vaude, strong $33,000. 

Yalace (RKO) (2,500: 55-95)— 
“Snow White” (RKO) (reissue) ana 
*“Paleon Out West” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Great $30,000. Last week, terrific 
$28 000. 

toosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-95)— 
“Harvest Moon” (WB) (4th wk). 
Firm $19,000. Last week. about same. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 55-95 )— 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (4th wk). 
Snappy $34,000. Last week, brilliant 
$29.000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 55- 
95)—-"Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Nifty $17,000. Last week, fine 
$21,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 55-95)— 
“Up in Arms” (RKO). Solid $27,000. 
Last week, “Voodoo Man” (Mono) 
and “Ghost Walks Alone” (Col), 5 
days and “Up in Arms” (RKO), 2 
days. $15,500. 


L’ville Droopy Albeit 


riety and RKO-Keith’s 105th. going 
strong at both. Last week, “Cover 


Girl” (Col), wow at same figure. 


Heartening $4,500 on fourth down- 
town folio. Last week, 


Dance” (Mono) way off at $2.400. 
Palace (RKO) (3.700: 50-95)— 

“Ladies Courageous” (U) plus 

Tommy Tucker orch, Mitzi Green, 


Hal LeRoy, on stage. Feeling warm 
weather but fairly good $20.500. Last 
week, “In Our Time” (WB) with Les 
Brown and Gene Shelden on stage, 
grand $26,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 44-65)— 
“Uninvited” (Par). Unexpectedly 
good going at $17,000. Last week, 
“Heavenly Body” (M-G), ordinary 
$13,000. 

Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 44-65)— 
“Heavenly Body” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Around average $6,500. Last week; 
“Lady In Dark” (Par) (3d wk), stout 
$7,500. 


Hargrove Fat 


Philadelphia, May 2. 
Film biz still on upbeat here. 


parks and open highways but film- 
ers still managed to get cash cus- 
tomers. 

“See Here, Private Hargrove” looks 
the big winner at Stanley. Combo 
of “Primitive Man” and _ Lionel 
Hampton's band at the Earle also is 
strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 40-85)—‘Un- 
invited” (Par) (3d wk). Still solid 
$15.500. Second canto, bright $15,- 
400. 


‘S.R.0.’ Bangup $14,000; 
‘Kid’-Vaude Light $9,000 


Louisville, May 

Coupla holdovers on the main stem 
leaves field largely to “Standing | 
Room Only.” at the Rialto, 
looks like the best of the straight 
filmers. “Imposter,” at the Strand, 
is good, but “Million Dollar Kid,” at 
National, with stage bill. is light. 
Downtown houses are taking it easy 
this week, but bringing in strong 
bills beginning Thursday, for Derby 
Week. Kentucky Derby will be run 
next Saturday (6). 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’'s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 40-60)—"Jane Eyre” (20th) 
and “Trocadero” (Rep). Stout $4,- 
500 on moveover. Last week, “Ten- 
der Comrade” (RKO), good. $4,000 
on moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1.200: 
—'Destination Tokyo” (WB). House 
deviating from double-bill policy 
this week, neat $1,800. Last week, 
“North Star” (RKO) and “No Time 


34-40) 


which | 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 40-85)— 


“Purple Heart’ (20th) run). 
Okay $4.800. Last week. “Passage 
Marscille” (WB), fine $6,000, second 
run: 


Boyd (WB) (2.500: 40-85)—“Cover 
Girl” (Col) (4th wk). Bullish $16,- 
000. Last week. neat $18,500. 

Earle (WB) (2.760; 50-95)—‘“Prim- 
itive Man” (U) with Lionel Hampton 
orch on stage. Headed for smash 
$29,500. Last week. “Jam Session” 
(Col) coupled with “Tars and Spars” 
Coast Guard revue. great $30,000. 

Fox (WB) (2.245; 40-85)—‘Sulli- 
vans” (20th) (2d wk). Profitable 
$16,500. Opener, fine $21,200 plus $3,- 
500 for Sunday stint at Earle. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 75- 
$1.20)—‘Bernadette” (20th) (2d run) 
(24d wk). Displaying lots of power at 
$10,000. Last week, torrid $13,500. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2,220; 40-85)— 
“Rationing” (M-G) (2d run). 
$5,500. Last week, “Tender 
rade” (RKO), good $7,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.692: 40-85)— 
“Uncertain Glory” (WB) (2d wk). 


Com- 


Love” (Par), medium $1.500. 

Loew's State -(Loew’s) (3.300; 40- | 
60}—“Private Hargrove” (M-G) (2d} 
wk). H.o’s are a rarity here, so] 
this one must have something; sturdy | 
$11.000 after last week’s solid $14.000. 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1.000; | 
40-60)—"‘Uncertain Glory” (WB) (2d | 
wk). Fair $3.500. Last week, oke | 
$4.500. 


50-75) 
(Mono) and | 


National (Standard) (2.400: 
—‘Million Dollar Kid” 
vaude on stage, headed by Louis | 
Jordan jive combo. Prob: ibly light 
$9.000. Last week, “Cowboy Canteen” 
(Col) and Frankie Masters orch, 
others,-on stage, mild $11,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 40- | 
60)—“Standing Room Only” (Par). 
With h.o.’s and so-so product in op- 
posish, looks big $14,000. Last week 
“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Trocadero” 
(Rep), solid $12.000 and moveover 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 
40-60)—“Imposter” (U) and “Moon 
Las Vegas” (U). Good $4,500. Last 
week, “Ladies Coura; xeous” (U) and 
“Hi. Good Lookin’ ” $3,000. 


CLEVE. PACE SLOW BUT 
‘BERNADETTE’ $25,000 


Cleveland, May 2. 

Playing downtown Hipp. Keith’s 
105: h and Variety simultaneously. 
“Song of Bernadette” is doing smash | 
biz at all three houses. Otherwise | 
boxoffice is either off from last week 
Or only so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000: 44-65)—! 
Cover Girl” (Col) (2d wk). Pin-| 
ning up tancy $10,500 on m.o. Last 
week “Passage Marseille’ (WB) (2d 
wk). nice $8.600. 

Hipp (Warners) (3.700: 
“Bernadette” (20th). 
play and certain of 


76-$1.10)— 
Terrif weekend 
terrif $25.000 


Also running at Warner's nabe Va- | 


| ing record for revival here 


| Tomorrow” 
| holdover sesh. 


‘BUFF. NOT BOFFO, BUT 


| vans” 


| vans” 


1—‘“Curse Cat 


“Lady Let's | 


Philly 


Spring weather sent many to ball-‘ 


Fair | 


Denver Way Off; ‘Glory’ 
Sad $11,000, Two Spots 


Denver. May 

Grosses are slipping in 
jevery house currently, holdover 
lw eakness of some bills, and taxes all 
| being blamed. Overall total for city 
| will be worst in months. “Up in 
| Arms,” in second week at Orpheum, 
| looks best, but far from standout. 


B'way Sturdy; ‘Boys’ Smash $41,000, 
This Is Life’-Ayres-Van Strong 306, 
Cover Girl Still Sock on 5th, 1056 


44-65) — Al for Despite a majority of holdovers, {“Uncertain Glory” (WB) and Ted 

seille” YB) (3d wk). addin (Fox) 0 46-74)—/| business continues at a satisfactory | Lewis band (4th-final wk). Thoug 
ve y $3,300. Last week, Desert ty el Girl” (Col), after Denver and | g ait on Broadway. The weekend was | not big, pace steady at around $32.- 
ong” (WB) (3d wk), pleasant $2,-| ees e Big $7,500. Last week, | substantially strong, considering the | 000 for concluding (4th) week, while 

400. | “Buffalo Bill” (20th), moveover, fine | )number of pictures on extended | third was $35,000. 

E Ohio (Loew s) (1,200; 44-65)— $7.000. rel {runs, led by “Cover Girl,” which, Victoria (Maurer) (720: 60-$1.10)— 
Lady In Dark (Par) (4th wk).| Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 64-74)— | though currently in its fifth week, | “Knickerbocker Holiday” ‘UA) (3d- 


| ““Buffalo Bill” (20th), day-date with | 
Rialto and after week at Denver, 


will hit a huge $105,000. final wk). 
; vee ‘ Arrivals of the past week include week, 
ae, Sane Fair $3.000 Last | “Follow the Boys.” which ended its | good. while second wound up last 
“Ch Walks Russia’ (M-G) and | first seven days Monday night.(1)/ night (Tues.) was $10,000 and will 
Ghost Walks Alone” (Col), after| at a smash $41,000. The State, again | not be held more than another w eek. 


week at Orpheum, big $5.000. ; on first-run, this time with “This Is 
‘Hardy's Blonde’ 


Slowed up a little on first 
to end at under $12,000, but 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 35-70)— | the Life’ and the Mitch Avres orcl 
“Lady in Dark” (Par) (4th wk) and | and Van on pe 
“Aldrich Plays Cupid” (Par). Mod- | strong at a probable $30,000 or over. 


est $8,500. Last week, “Lady,” nice Little Rialto, which was unable to 4 
$9,000. ila - get any ads into the papers on “The 
Denver (Fox) (2.525; 46-74)—| Whistler” because no space was 


“Uncertain Glory” (WB) and “Moon | available, will still do very well at 
Las Vegas” (U). day-date with Es- | $10,000 or over, and holds. Two pic- 
quire. Mild $9,000. Last_ week, tures put into port yesterday (Tues. ), 
“Cover Girl” (Col), same as Esquire,! being “Going My Way,” which ar- 
fine $16.000. 2 F rived at the Paramount at 5:15 p.m.., 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 46-74)—“Un-| but with old stageshow finishing out 
certain Glory” (WB) and “Moon Las | the day, and “Jam Session” at the | 


Vegas” (U), also at Denver. Thin} Palace. Latter didn’t go well with 


Wow 206, Prov. 


Providence, May 2 

Return of Mickey Rooney in 
“Andy Hardy's Blonde Trouble” ig 
| giving Loew's State a bangup week. 


$2.000. Last week. “Cover Girl’| “Seven Days Ashore,” getting only | Also stror 4 nn 4 
(Col), also Denver, fine $3.500. $12,000. ls Majestic’s “Passage to 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 46-74)—) “Adventures of Mark Twain” be- —_ 
“Up in Arms” (RKO) and “Falcon | gins a continuous run today (Wed.) ~ 
Out West” (RKO) (2d wk). Good } at the Hollywood following a special | giana (RKO) (2,100: 44-55-60 )— 
1.000, or near. Last week, preem last night (Tues.) for the 
> olding 


$15.000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 46-74)— 
“Chip Off Old Block” (U) and 


benefit of the Madison Square Boys 
Club. Picture has been given a tre- 
mendous advance campaign, includ- 


up well at snappy $12,500, after soci 
$17,000 opener, 


“Weird Woman” (U). Mild $7,000.| ing many stunts and tieups, in addi- | Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400; 44-55) 
Last week, “Woman of Town” (UA) | tion to what is claimed to be a rec- | ‘Private Hargrove” (M-G) and 
and “Everybody Happy” (Col), nice} ord number of windows for any pic- | “Whistler” (Col) (2d run). Nice $4,- 

Last week, “Harvest Moon” 


$9,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 64-74)—* Buffalo 
Bill” (20th), day-date with Broad- Estimates for This Week i 
way and after week at Denver, Es- Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 60-$1.20) 
quire, Aladdin. Nice $3,500. ‘Last | —"“Private Hargrove” (M-G) (7th 


i “Whis-| Wk). Hit $21,500, good, on sixth 
week, “Sullivans” (20th and ‘bight 


in Fifth AV€. 
ture in Fifth S CWB) “(30 doWntbwn' $4,000. 
Fay’s (Fay) (2.000;  76-$1.10)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (4th wk). Haa 
slowed down, but still good at $9,009, 
Last week, fine $15.000. 


(Col), moveover, fine $3,500. week Majesti 2 200: -55)—~ 
ter” (C while previous stanza was $26,000, 


very strong. $13,000. Last week, “Lodger” (20th) 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 60-$1.20)— and “So’s Your Uncle” (U). $11,000. 
“Broadway Rhythm” (M-G), Ginny| Metropolitan (Snider) (3.200: 50- 
Simms, Mitzi Mayfair, Arthur Blake | 60-70)—"“Hot Rhythm” (Mono) and 
and Frankie Carle orch (3d-final| Ray Eberle heading stage show. 


Hu till Sags; 
gS, 
‘ e ce 9 wk). Holding to a substantial pace’ Three-day weekend run. surprisine- 
at $54,000 on blowoff, last week hav- ly good $8,000. Last week. “First a 
a Onin ing been stout $60,000. “Gaslight” | Girl” (Indie) and Johnny Long orca 
oes (M-G) and the Phil Spitalny orch| on stage. big $9,000. 
Cj ¢ (Thurs.). State (Loew) (3,200; 44-55)—"Andy 


opens tomorrow 
Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) Hardy's Blonde Trouble” (M-G) and 


—‘“Follow the Boys” (U) (2d wk).| Girl in Case” (Col). Public goi 
Getting a very big play here, first fur this one, solid $20,000. Last week, 
week having ended Monday Private Hargrove” (M-G) and 
(Col), strong $17.000. 


night 
“Whistler” 


Boston. May 2 (1) at $41,000. Three days on third ene At Y 

Sirst real break in weather is week for “Lost Angel” (M-G) was | Strand (Silverman) (2.000; 44-55) 
failing to snap the Hub back into only $7,500, light. pes (Pace 
line, but the degree of offishness is Globe (Brandt) (1.416; 60-$1.10)— | “Lady in Dark’ (3d wik) ont t, d 
not sufficient to cause too much| “Address Unknown” (Co]) (3d-final $5500 
worry, what with holdovers and| wk). Dropping to about $7,000, mod-|°" ~ 
fairly weak first runs. “Passage | erate, while last week (2d) was ai, - 
Marseiile” is making strongest bid} good $11,000. “Hitler Gang” (Par) | F T ? L di 
at the Met for an okay $25,000;| opens Saturday (6). ever - ars ea Ing 
“Rationing” way off at small $28.000 Gotham (Brandt) (900: 50-98)— 


in two Loews spots. “Snow White”| “Up in 
remains socko at Normandie at about! wk). 


Mabel’s Room” (UA) (2d 
Pulling in an exceptionally 


Pitt., Sizzling $26,000; 


$23,000. big way, first holdover session Jook- | 1? , N M k 196 
Estimates for This Week ing $14,000; initial seven days | over, New Wiark, 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— finished strongly at $17.000. neigh: thnk: 
Primitive Man” (U) plus Cab Cal-| Hollywood (WB) (1.499; 80-$1.20)| Biz booming on all sides this 
| loway orch, others on stage. Fairly | _«Mark Twain” (WB) begins con-| week. “Tars and Spars” unit is 
brisk $27,000, but below usual band] tinuous run here today (Wed.) fol-| boosting “Swing Fever” to a erand 
show average of last few weeks. | lowing special preem last night} session at the Stanley while “Cover 
Last week, “Gung Ho” (U) (2d) plus] (Tues.). Concluding six days on| Girl” should set a new house’ record 


Henry Busse orch, others, on stage,/ 11th week for “Passage Marseille’| at regular prices in the Harris. At 


=. 2 ans offish $24,000. | (WB) was $10,000, mild, while 10th| pe ‘eissue “Snow White” 
Stanley (WB) (2,915; 40-d0)—"Frl- | Our Time” (WB) and “Tornado” | 
vate Hargrove” (M-G). Ringing bell (Par), Getting by on h.o., $5.300 in- Holdovers are mostly 
at sock $34.000 plus super $4.500 at | dicated. Last week, eight days, so-| V ushered in} cipping Session, 
Earle Sunday. Last week, “Broad- | so $8,900. “Go D: Estimates for This Week 
way Rhythm” (M-G), mediocre $12.- | Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-85)—| (RKO) at $12,000. Five |. Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 40-63)— 
500 on third week. in Arms” (RKO) and “Passport second week of “Yellow C: “Sullivans” (20th) (th wk). Taper 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; 40-85 )— | Destinv” (RKO) (4th wk). Qtill p RKO) pata V anary | ing off a bit in wind-up, but looks 
“Frisco Kid” (WB) (reissue). Break- hustling at $20,000 after great third | : . nice $5,000, not bad. Last week. trim 


at bang- ! 
up $15,500. Last week. “Happened | 
(UA), neat $11,200 for | 


‘ALI BABA’ HOT $17,000 . 


Buffalo, May 2. 


Biz is merely so-so in most spots 


currently, exceptions being “Ali 
Baba.” at Lafayette, and “Standing 
oom Only” at the Buffalo. 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (She; a) (3.500: 40-70)- 
“Standing Room Only” (Par). Fine 
$17,000, or over. Last week, “Sulli- 
(20th) and “Can't* Ratio 

Love” (Par), sturdy $18.000 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000: 40-70) 
—‘‘Harvest Moon” (2d wk). 
Brisk $12,000. Last week, great $20,- 
000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 40-70)—‘Sulli- 
(20th) and “Can’t Ration 
Stout $10,000 
Buffalo. Last 
(M-G), so- 


Love”giPar)_ (2d -wk). 
on moveover from 
week, “Heavenly Body” 
so $10,000. 

Lafavette (Basil) (3.300: 40-70)— | 
“Ali Baba’ (U) and “So’s Your 
Uncle” (U). Rousing $17.000. Last 


week, “Cover Girl” (Col) (3d wk) 
and “Klondike Kate” (Col), hefty 
$10,000. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3.000: 40-70) 


(RKO) and 


People” 


“Rookies Burma” (RKO). $3.- 
500 for five days. Last week. “Up In 
Arms” (RKO) (2d wk) staunch $12,- 

000. i 


| Bill” (20th) and 
(Par), 


Paramount (Par) (3,664: 60-$1.20) 


Metropolitan (M-P) (4.367: 40-74) | Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-645)— 
-Passage Marseille” (WB) and (Tues.) at 5:15: while Ch lie Spivak “Cover Girl” (Col). Crack exploiia- 
“Aldrich Cupid” (Par). Moderately | takes ove! ‘stage this Pye (Wed ) | tion augmented by interest Gene 
good $25,000. Last week. “Buffalo|} The windup (10th) v ani for “I adie Kelly, local boy. Sizzling $19.000, 


regular price Last 
“Bernadette” (20th), 


“Can |in Dark” (Par) Xavier Cugsat orch | high at 
oidec ree | and Dean Murphy was $50.000. nice, week, third of 
$27.000 in eight days. the preceding (9th) round $52.000. fine $11,500. 


39-74)— Radio City Music Hall (Roc kefel- Penn (Locw’s- 


deys for modest 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: UA) (3.300: 40-65)— 


Rationing” (M-G) and “Knicker-| jercg) (5.945 60-$1.10)—"Cover Girl’? | White” (RKO) ‘Reissued. 
ker Holiday” (UA). Way off at} Doing good biz at $18,500 but man- 
poor $20,000. Last week. “San Luis| Nothing short of avsastne gia. Pea agement looked for more. Last week, 
Rey” (UA) and “Swing Fever’ this holdoy er ) 7 “Harvest Moon” (WB). solid $19,000. 
(M-G). dismal $18.000 ng $105,000 men [ Ritz (WB) (800: 40-65) Lad 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 40-74)— | , sensational $112.9099. Dark” (Par) (4th wk). Moved here 
“In Our Time” (WB) and “Tornado” Holds furthe) “— after fortnight at Penn a > 
(Par) (2d wk) . Moderate $12.000 Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85)—“The eek at Warner. Okay $3.200. Last 
following fine $15,700 on first eight | whistler’ (Col). Even thoush open. | week. “Miracle Morga: Creek” 
da} ing without advert ng, doir ve \ (Par) (4th wk downto } rod 

State (Loew) (3,200: 35-74) — ell at $10.000. and ho} , nab seal Tunisian Victory” (M-G), good $4,- 

Ra ning” (M-G) ANCA “Kn cker- tnira for as iy and Mor ter (Rep) 100 ; 
bocker Holiday” (UA). Slim $8.000. | at $7.500 Senator (Harris) (1.750: 80-51.10) 
Last week "Sar Lu Rey” UA) Rivoli (UA-Par) 092: 85-$1.70) Bernadette” (20th) vic}. 
and “Swing i (M-G), $7,800 Bernadette” (20t wr th k) Stil] | Here after three week it H 3, 

Translux (Tran slux) (900; 30-74) olding up sturdily, the 14th frame and sliding somewhat. Good $6,500, 
“Lady Monster” (Rep) and “Chinese ended last night (Tues.) ha which should be gooti fo other 
Cat" (Mono) (3d wk), $5,400, fine, | $39 900, 13th $32,000 are week. Last week, “Sing Jingle” «U) 
consideying h.o. Last, week, trim Roxy (20th) (5.886;~ 60-$1.20)--.| and “Moon Las Vegas” ‘U), not sa 


$6,800. hot $2,400. 
Stanley (WB) 
° ° wards (3d-final wk). Finished sec- | “Swing Fever” (M-G) ar “Te ars and 
Mono Polio Pic Rushed ond stanza last night (Tues.) at $76.. | Spars” unit on stage. Live 2 ttle 
000, } } Coast Guard unit, with Victor Ma- 


strong. and goes another: the 


“Buffalo Bill” (20th), Paul Whiteman 


orch, Victor Borge and Joan Ed- 


(3 800: 44-851— 


Hollywood, Mav 2 first was a big $92,000. ture as the b.o. lure, gets most of 
Production of “They Shall. Have State (Loew's) (3.450: 43-85)—! credit for bang-up $26 900 Last 
Faith” is being rushed at Monogram | “This Is Life” (U), Mitch Ayres orch | week, Teddy Powell-Bill Robinson 


combo helped “Bridge San Luis Rey” 
(UA) to healthy $22,000 


by Jeffrey Bernerd to take advan- and Gus Van. Hitting a_nice stride 
at $30,000. or bette: Last week. 


aca he Wise 1e 
and, on stage, Jerry Wayne and team “Harvest Moon (WB) 2d wk). 
kenny at RKO. of Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall dis- ; Here from Penn and doing satisfac- 
Both pictures are based on iné M- | appointing $22.000. | torily at $7,000. Last week. third of 
fantile paralysis theme. 4 Strand (WB) (2,756; 60-$1.20)— | “Lady in Dark” ((Par), oka - $8.000. 
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STARRING 


FREDRIC 


ALEXIS 


With 


DONALD CRISP. Hate 


C..AUBREY SMITH * JOHN CARRADINE ° BILL HENRY 
ROBERT BARRAT * WALTER HAMPDEN * JOYCE REYNOLDS 
Produced by JESSE L. LASKY » Directed by IRVING RAPPER 
Screen Play by Alan LeMay * Adaptation by Alan LeMoy and 
Harold H. Sherman * Additional Diclogue by Horry Chondlee. 
All biographico! material bosed on works owned or controlled 
by the Mark Twain Company, ond the ploy ‘Mark Twain’ by 
Heroid M. Sherman * Music by Max Steiner 


Jack L. Warner, Executive Producer 
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‘MARK TWAIN’ BROADCAsTs: 


ere’s History! Fo, the firs} 


—A series of five 15-minute 


radio Shows, Warner created 
and Warner s 


Ponsored, featured 
Ghead of ever 


time! 


Ary specific local 
Snnouncements! fn Addition, 


-tion-break Messages, and other 
big localized radio Promotions 
Gs never before: 


INTRODUCED ‘MARK 


Were ERIE WGBF EVANSVILLE WOWO.. FORT WAYNE AM... FRE 
WIAQ...GREEN BAY WIIC.. HARTFORD WJEJ, HAGERSTOWN WHP.. HARRISBURG © WFBM. . .INDIANAPOLISS 
LOUISVILLE  WREC...MEMPHIS  WTMI...MILWAUKEE  WSM...NASHVILLE WSMB...NEW ORLEANS 
WPRO...PROVIDENCE  WRVA...RICHMOND .ROANOKE 
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J 
Adventures of Mark Song of the Open Road 
Twain (SONGS) 
Warner Bros. release of Jesse L, Lasky Hollywood, April 28 
luction. Stars Fredric March, Alexis United Artists release of Charles R Re ; 
Smith; features Donald Crisp, Alan Hale, ers productios Features Kde 
Aubrey Smith, John Carradine, Bill | Charlie McCarthy, Bonita Granville. W 
Henry, Robert Barrat, Walter Hampden, | Fields, Sammy Kiye orchestra, Jane Pow. 
Jovee Reynolds. Directed by Irving Rap- ell Directed by © 
pe Screenplay, Alan LeMay; adaptation, | play by Albert Mann see pigs treat 
JeMay, Harold) M. Sherman; additional | Irving Phillips and Edward Ve 
dialog. Harry Chandlee (based on works | camera, John W. Bovle: editor. Truman 
controlled by Mark Twain Co, and the play | K. Wood; production manager, Val Paul 
by Sherman); score, Max Steiner; camera, | assistant to produce 
Sol Polito, Laurence Butler, Edwin Linden, | songs, Wa IK Sf ee ace 
Joon Siegel, Jas. Leicester; editor, Ralph | viewed at Meyptian. A “7 i. Bunnies 
Dawson; dialog director, Herschel Daugh- | time, 93 MINS. ~ ci 
ert arrangements, Bernard Kaun: musi ley Bloc 
director, Leo F. Forbstein. Previewed in | ( 
or > ie, 130! Edgar Bergen........... 
N. Y. April 27, ‘°44.. Running time, Is 
MINS |W. Field 
Oxford Chancellors. smith r Curtis. hte vinald Denn\ 
Charles Langdon. William Henry | Mis. Powell. 
Horace | Bixby. -..-Robert Barruat ivan Sig Arne 
Jervis Langdon... -Walter Hampden | Miss Irene Tedrow 
Clara Clemens, ...0++s0000+ Joyce Reynolds | pat starling Pat Starling 
Joe Whitford Kan Summy Kaye Orchesira 
Billings. Perey Kilbride | 
Sam Clemens (15 years)...... Dic kie Jones | Song of the Open Road” is woven 
Jane Jobnson around activities of high school 
Kuxene Holland | 8TOUPS in assisting in harvesting of 
Ton, Miller | Crops, Introducing a newcomer, 14- 
Promoter. Joseph Crehan | year-old Jane Powell in typical poor- 
Prospe Teter | little-rich-girl tale. Name and un- 
Roland Drew | Known talent on display will provide 
Willian Dean Howells......Douglas Wood | Suateclere marquee voltage to pilot 
Willie Best | pieture through regulaf runs for 
Oliver W. Burr vruth | okav biz 
lohn G. Whittier.. Hilliavd |} 
Ralph W. Emerson.......-- trandon Hurst | Miss Powell has a fine voice for 
Henry W. Longfellow....... Davison Clark | the recording channels, and good 
|camera presence in her screen debut. 
Ernest Whitman | Producer Charles Rogers surrounds 
Reneater ..,.Emmett Smith | her with combination of veteran 
Captain's Mate o-Malley | performers and some youthful new- 
> Conklin | jor le: 
Chester Conk!" | aomers that emerge as major league 
H. Rogers............George jor lea 
Sa 2 ae Dorothy Vaughan | talent. Hollywood Canteen Kids is a 
Susie (child)......... Gloria Ann Crawford | slick group of young musicians who 
Haxeett | catch attention with two numbers, 
(child). Dake Charl ne Salerno while Lipham Four, composed of 
seen | four young acrobats (one is a girl 
Dr. Quint rd. | of around five years ) executes sev- 
Rudvard aul scarcon eral unusual stunts for strong audi- 


One of the great American sagas 
is the life of Samuel Langhorne 
Clemens. and Jesse L. Lasky, who 
interpreted so well the cinematic 


biography of a more contemporane- | 
ous American, Sgt. Alvin York (the | 


George Gershwin film biog is as yet 
unreleased), has done a capital job 
with “The Adventures of 
Twain.” It’s as American as apple 
pie, and deserves the b.o. patronage 


it will get. Despite its length, it 
grips all the way. 

So rich and full was the life of 
Mark Twain, born Sam Clemens, 


requires the two hours-plus 
It is a film that 


that it 
to tell the full tale. 


has its measure of symbolism, link- | 


ing the humorist’s lifetime of 75 
years to appearances of Halley's 
Comet. The astronomical display 


was visible when Sam Clemens was 
born in Hannibal, Mo., on the banks 
of the Mississippi, and 75 years later, 
when the Chancellor of Oxford ex- 
tols the great American writer, at a 
time when the famed university is 
also paying honor to Rudyard Kip- 
ling with an honorary doctorate of 
literature, it again makes its astral 
appearance. 

In between Clemens has adven- 
tured as a river boatman, journey- 
man reporter, and western gold- 
rusher, only to find sudden fame 
with his saga of the jumping frogs. 
Soon follow renown and fortune as 
Tom Sawyer, Huck Finn and the rest 
of his “funny books” capture the 
hearts and the minds of all America, 
only to be dissipated in abortive at- 
tempts with an automatic 
press, extravagant publishing ven- 
tures and the like. 

Against this panorama is projected 
beautiful iuve siory, with Frediis 
March capital as Twain and Alexis 
Smith clicking as his beloved Livvy. 
Donald Crisp as his publisher, Alan 
Hale as his fellow-adventurer into 
the California gold rush, John Car- 
radine as Bret Harte are prominent 
in the early and late adventures of 
the midwestern writer who finds 
himself compelled to keep writing 
“those funny books” in order to pay 
off for an ideal. And when all else 
fails he goes on a globe-girdling lec- 
ture tour to pay off for that ideal. 
namely, publishing General Grant's 
memoirs with all the profits to the 
soldier-President but bankruptcy for 
Mark Twain's Pub. Co. 

Warners and producer Jesse L. 
Lasky bring to the screen an educa- 
tional yet highly entertaining biog- 
raphy of the immortal American. I: 
a business which has done so hand- 
somely by and for the glorification 
of, say, British historical events and 
other foreign personalities, vis., Pas- 
teur, Rothschild, Zola, Disraeli, 
Queen Victoria, et al., the discrimi- 


nating film audience will recognize | 


in “The Adventures of Mark Twain” 
something that is more than a little 
sentimentally close to their hearts. 
The stars, notably, perform their 
assignments with extraordinary com- 
Passion and understanding, particu- 
larly March in the title role. Alexis 
Smith assumes new histrionic stat- 
ure as his spouse. Director Irving 
Rapper has accomplished an intelli- 
sent job in the general direction: the 


—— technique serves in good stead 
The scripting is likewise 
Tawer. Alan LeMay having fash- 


joned an expert screenplay from an 
original by himself and Harold M. 
Sherman. They err only in over- 
senerosity, and there is opportunity 
enough for judicious editing to get 
under that 130 minutes. Not the 


least of the affirmative attributes is | 
a stirring, dramatic score composed 
Withal, a credit ali 


y Max Steiner. 
around. Abel 


Mark | 


printing | 


'ence reaction. 


| Walter Kent and Kim Gannon 
|supply four new songs. with “Too 


land disc plugging. In addition to 
handling three of the new tunes to 
advantage, Miss Powell sings 
“Carmena”’—all with 
her high soprano 


nie in Love” due for strong radio 
| 


good 
the classical 
good display of 
| voice. 

Girl is a film star, tired of constant 
| supervision at the studio and home, 
who walks out in disguise to join the 
'crop-pickers and a fling at freedom. 
Her. enthusiasm generates antag- 
onism from the boys and girls in the 
unit, until she discloses her true iden- 
tity. Then Jack Moran, head of the 
group, discovers the orange crop on 
{his brother’s ranch is in jeopardy 
due to help shortage. and Jane re- 
{turns to Hollywood to enlist services 
of Bergen, Fields and the Sammy 
Kaye band for attraction of onlook- 
ers for the orange picking chores. 


film work. 

Looks like producer Rogers has a 
strong’ potential in Miss Powell, but 
future material needs to be carefully 
selected. Bergen appears twice for 
specialties with Charlie McCarthy; 
Sammy Kaye and band handle two 
numbers, and Fields does a monolog 
at the orange grove. Condos Bros.’ 
dances are displaved to good advan- 
tage with routine on the studio set. 

Cast of scholastic youngsters dis- 
| play plenty of spontaneity to decid- 


edly lift the unimaginative script. 
| Jackie Moran and Bonita Granville 
team for romantic interest, while 


Peggy O'Neill and Bill Christy con- 
trast with comedy affair. Rose Ho- 
ibart. Regis Toomey and Reginald 
Denny are prominent in support. 
Picture gets good production 
| mounting. opening on studio stage 
and quickly moving to the outdoors. 
Harvesting by the youths in travel- 
‘ing groups will give metropolitan 
audiences an idea of,farm problems. 
Finale. with crowds pitching in for 
orange harvest. is straight filmusical 
comedy presentation. Camera work 
by John Boyle is uniform, while di- 


|rector S. Sylvan Simon_ provides 
| general lightness to the picture. 
Walt. 


This Is the Life 


Jane is then satisfied to return to her | 


| this 


| scripters 


|acting lines. 


Miniature Reviews 


“Adventures of Mark Twain” 
(WB), Fredric March-Alexis 
Smith starred in topflight screen 
biog. 

“Song of the Open Road” 
(Songs) (UA). Moderately en- 
tertaining tale of scholastic crop- 
pickers. Okay b.o. 

“This Is the Life” (Songs) (U). 
Donald O'Connor, Susanna Fos- 
ter and- Peggy Ryan starred in 
lively juvenile adventures. 

“The Whistler” (Col). Richard 
Dix in stout supporting gang- 
ster meller for dualers. 

“Days of Glory” (RKO). With- 


Out names, limited b.o.: for the 
duals. 
“Arizona Trail” (U). Above 


average western. 


off. J. 


| Alan 


|perb as the loyal secretary to 


| death several times. 


the story is reached, there is con- pons prepared. Love interest, 


siderable deviation with a wild auto 
race. a silly adventure in a flop 
house, etc. Film gets its title from a 
mysterious character, The Whistler, 
whose odd whistle saves Dix from 
He acts more or 


| less as a background voice, with the 


whistle not tied in with this shadowy 
character until the last. 

Richard Dix does well enough as 
the wealthy merchant who employs 
a gangster to have himself bumped 
Carrol Naish, again a tough 
mobster, makes a realistic killer. 
Dinehart is submerged in a 
virtual bit role, as the wealthy gang- 
ster, but great. Gloria Stuart is su- 
Dix, 
Joan 


“The 


while support is headed by 
Woodbury and Otto Forrest, 
Whistler.” 

William Castle’s direction is a bit 
uneven, though okay in the final sus- 
penseful episodes. Jerome Thoms 


“Three Men in White” (M-G). | has done a slick editing job. James 
Another Dr. Gillespie adventure, S. Brown's cameraing is satisfactory. 
Ay 
modestly budgeted for the duals, Wear. 
“Raiders of Red Gap” (PRC). —_ 
! 
Standard western fare for duals. | Days of Glory 
‘“Allergic to Love” (Songs) RKO release of Casey Robinson produc- 
(U). Okay farce for dual sup- | perk: featuree Alun Reel Mecha 
< eatures Alun Reed, Maria -almer, 
port. Lao ll Gilmore. Directed by Jacques Tour- 
. by engyel; editor, Joseph No- 
(U). program “ivieea: music. Daniele Antiheatret: musi 
filmusical for the juve trade and director, C. Bakaleinikoft; camera, Ton) 
h d Gaudio Previewed in N April 28, °44 
abe nowuses. | Running time, 86 MENS, 
“Jam Session” (Musical) | -Tamara Toumanova 
(Col). Must depend on its band | Sa Ala Re 
Yenive Lay Gilmere 
| Festa Haas 
Olg Dena Pent 
lescent_ infatuation of 18-year-old | Glenn Vernon 
Miss Fé@ster for fortyish Patric | 
Knowles recuperating from cam-j joy <i I 
paign in the South Pacific. O’Con- | Ducrento William Chatlee 
nor is in love with the girl, and dis- | Semines Joseph Vital 
turbed by her sudden growing-up | 
antics. especially when she follows | 
him to New York, from the small | Anton...................05. Liche 
town, with excuse she is to take | 
on Lume eee eliners 


voice lessons. Knowles is disturbed 
by her puppy-love but finally con- 
sents to engagement with idea girl 
will cool in short order. O'Connor 
makes trip to the big town, sizes up 
the situation and bumps into Louise 
Allbritton, former wife of Knowles. 
who is still in love with him and her 
photographic career. From there on 
it’s obvious conclusion that O’Connor 
will maneuver the couple together so 
he can regain the affections of Su- 
sanna. 

Script develops at a lively pace. 


| tossing out a good supply of laugh | the ballerina star, and she possesses 


lines along the route. Episode of 
O’Connor in nightspot, trying to snag 
cherry from lemonade glass, is one 
of the best laugh routines devised 
in some time—and O’Connor 
it to the hilt. Miss Foster capably 
handles several songs, 
“Ciribiribin,” “L’Amour. 
L’Amour,” “With a Song in 
Heart,” and “Open Thy Heart.” 
Peggy socks over pair of comedy 
song-and-dance numbers with O’Con- 
nor, and effectively handles novelty 
“Gremlin Walk” alone. Ray Eberle 
vocalizes one tune with his orch. ac- 
companiment., while Bobby Brooks 
quartet is also on for one number. 
O’Connor continues to demonstrate 
his versatility as a screen enter- 
tainer, in the singing, dancing and 
Miss Foster does well 
as the lovesick ingenue, while Peggy 
Ryan clicks as the young come- 
dienne. Knowles and Miss Allbritton 
do well in prominent supporting 
spots. Direction by Felix Feist is top- 
grade. Walt. 


The Whistler 


Columbia release of Rudolph Flothew pro- 
ductior Stas Richard Dix; features 
Carrol Naish, Floria Stuar Alan Dinehart 
Joan Woodbu Directed by William 
Castle Screenpta Eric Tavior from story 
by J. Donald Wilser suggested by CBS 
adivo program “The Whistle camera 
James Browr editor Jerome Thom 
At Rialto, N. Y., week April 28 44 Rut 
ning time, 59 MINS. 
Ric ird Dix 
J. Carrol Naish 
Alar Din art 
The Thie Tre 
Charles McNear...... it 
Bill ‘Tomle G » 
lennings les 
Dock Watchm« if 


“The Whistler” is a new type of 
killer melodrama Pat- 
terned after the CBS radio show of 
the same name, it could have 
made into a powerful thriller. 
production never make 
pretense of being anything but a 
supporting meller. As such it wu 
provide strong support 

Biggest difficulty encountered by 
and the directer on thi 


gangster-K! 
been 
As is 
any 
“po 
2 


il] 


| picture was in concentrating on the 


| 

| (SONGS) 

Hollywood, Apr. 26. 
Universal relense of Bernard W Burtor 
viuction, Stars Dona (Connor, Susanna 

Pegs stures Louis Al 
! le ane 1. 
I \ ‘ lu 
‘ 
nd \ H 
is 
la Wilst Ap 44 
Running me, 85 MINS 
i OConne 
Lou Allb on 
| Music Frank Puglia 

Mrs. .. Virginia Brissac 

| Rav Eberle and His Orchestra 

| tro@ks Quartet 
Adventures of romantic youth form 

basis for this diverting comedy- | 


|drama embellished with the musical 
talents of Susanna Foster. the all- 
around abilities of young Donald 
O'Connor, and the slaphappy antics 
of Peggy Ryan. Various elements 
blend with sufficient story content 
and consistent pace to provide good 
|general entertainment in all 
ings, with youthful starring trio pro- 
viding marquee strength. 

Story is based on stage play. “An- 
igela Is 22.° and describes the ado- 


| but finds 
ithe professional gunman himself has 


book- | 


| shadowed 


| main 


thesis—an attempt to kill a 
man by fear. There are too many 
offshoots of this central theme, with 
interest suffering as a result 


has Richard Dix suffering mental 
torture over the drowning of hi 


wife and paving $5,000 to have him- 
self bumped off. When he receive 
word that his wife is alive. Dix tries 
to have the “killer” order recalled 
that his go-between with 


been killed. 

From then on it becomes an excit- 
ing bout of wits to see whether Dix 
will crack under the strain of being 
by this pro-killer or be 


able to bring the man to terms. Be- 


milks | 


including | 
Tourjours., | 
My | 


| quick 
| leather 


“Days of Glory” is a rather ex- 
pensive way for RKO to showcase 
its new screen talent, but it has its 
compensations. Namely in a pair of 
newcomers whom the company has 
starred in this story of Russian guer- 
rilla warfare against the Nazi in- 
vaders. But overall, it’s for the 
duals. 

The aforementioned newcomers 
ere Tamara Toumanova and Gregory 
Peck. They head a cast of whom 
all ‘are new to films. The former is 


a dark, arresting type of beauty that 
screens well. Her thespic abilities. 
however, will require considerably 
more schooling. although has 
possibilities. After all. this is her 
first picture. Peck shows his seeson- 
ing. being from the Broadway stage, 
while the rest of the cast contribute 
okay characterizations in what is es- 


she 


| 


| 


sentially a slow, talky dram: with 
too little action. Kahn. 
Arizona Trail 

Universsl produetion and release Stare 
Tex Ritter, Fuzzy Knight: features Janet 
Shaw, Dennis Moore, Johnny Bond's Valles 
Bass Directed by Vernon Keays. Secreen- 
plas William Lively wera William 
Sickner, editor Alvin Todd At Ney York 
theatre, wee of Ap | Running 
time, 57 MENS. 
Johnnie Tex Ritter | 
Wayne Trent D Moore | 
Martha brooks Sha 
Ace Vineent Jack Ingran 
Dan Tren Iirville Aldersor 
Doe Wallace ‘ Joseph Greer 
Matt Bakes Glenn Strange | 
Sheriff Deir Wi 
Curles 
Jebnny ind His Red River Valle 

Boy: 


This is better-than-average west- 
ern fare, both in the action and pro- 
duction departments. With plenty of 
trigger work “and hell-for- 

riding. film is prime for 
duals. 

Story concerns estranged son of a 
wealthy landowner who return 
home to his ailing father to help 


|combat the greedy machinations of 


Yarn | 


a land grabber, attempting to wrest 


| the coveted property. 


Cast is competent, especially Den- 
nis Moore, who seems a likely pros- 
pect to develop as a leading non- 
singing cowboy star. Red River Val- 
ley Boys s 


fy the “music-in-westerns” crowd. 
Three Men in White 
M " ind release leat 
! Nin \ a 
nd It Jur d 
I> Cille L.ior Ba 
| Mat Mix 
Ava Gal 
M Aima  Kruge 
Hobart Genet Ragland 
Walt Carew Walt I 
Conover Cleorge 
This is another in the Dr. Gilles- 


pie series, with Lione! Barrymore 
continuing as the chair-ridden sur- 
geon who solves all problems, medi- 
cal or love. A weaker story than its 
predecessors, film should carry on 
the strength of the series’ buildup 
for a modest success as a dualer. 
The film has the usual mysterious 


ing several songs, to satis- | 


| 


| 


too, is 
a little’silly. In this day and age it’s 
difficult to believe that a good-look- 
ing boy will dodge a better-looking 
gal for eight reels, hesitant even 
over a first kiss. 

In this film, Barrymore finally de. 
cides 6n the momentous question of 
who, between Van Johnson and Keve 
Luke, is to be his assistant. Both 
boys are given cases to solve, Luke 
curing a child of a sugar allergy, 
Johnson easing a woman out of an 
“incurable” arthritis. Both men are 
convincing as medicos, Johnson less 
plausible as a lover. Barrymore. of 
course, is his usual crotchety, mug- 
ging self as the great diagnostician. 

Marilyn Maxwell, pursuing Johnson 
boldly throughout the film, makes a 
toothsome blonde menace, and Ava 
Gardner is attractive as a girl with a 
problem. Alma Kruger and Walter 
Kingstord are back in familiar roles 
as head nurse and hospital head. but 
“Rags” Ragland has replaced Nat 
Pendleton as the thick-skulled am- 
bulance assistant. 


Raiders of Red Gap 


PRC release of Sigmund Neufeld produce 
tior Stars Bob Livingston and Al 


St. John. Directed by Sam Newtield. Story 


and sereenplay, Joe Donne!! camer, 
; Robert Cline; editor, Helbrook N Told 
| At New York theatre, N. ¥.. week of April 
18, “44. dual. Running time, 53 MENS, 
Rocky Cameron..... Bob Livingston 
| 'uzzy Jones........ Al (Puzzy) st. Jolin 
| Jane Myrna 
| kd Cu iy 
| Bennett Charles King 
| Hradley...... Kermit Maynard 
5.6 Frank Ellis 


Another in the Lone Rider sevies, 
“Raiders of Red Gap” is conventional 
western fare that should fit nicely 
on the lower rung of dual bills in the 
subsequent-runs. 

With plenty of hard riding to sat- 
isfy the sagebrush crowd, yarn con- 
cerns efforts of a cattle company to 
gain control of all grazing lands in 
Arizona in order to break the east- 
ern meatpackers. Assigned by state 
officials to aid the harassed ranch- 
ers, Bob Livingston and Al St. John 
are mistaken for gunmen whom the 
cattle firm has imported. Distrusted 
by the ranchers and discovered as 
imposters by the cattle outfit. they 
are opposed by both factiors, but 
finally corral the gang after the usual 
complications. 

Bob Livingston and rest of cast do 
adequately, while comedy character 
portrayed by Al “Fuzzy” St. John is 
a definite asset. Camera and direc- 
tion hold up. 


Allergie to Leve 


(SONGS) 
Hollywood, April 29. 

Universal release of Warren Witso: prae 
duction Stars Martha O'Driscoll and roh 
Bee Ji Features David Bruce, Franklin 
Pangbern, Fuzzy Knight and Maxie 
bloom, Directed by Kdward Lilley Screene 
play, Warren Wilson: origina! by W ", 
Jack Townley and John Larkin: camera, 
George Robinson: editor, Philip Cahn. Pre- 
viewed in Hollywood, April 28, ‘44 Rune 

ning time, 64 MINS. 
Pat ..Martha O'Driscoll 
...Franklin Pangborn 
tre Fuzzy Knight 
Max Rosenbloom 
Dy Kardos Marek Windheim 
Mr Bradle Paul i on 
Mrs. Bradley Olive Blakeney 
Cuthbert Grady Sutton 
| Mr. Henderson William Davidson 
Dr. Me Han n 
Joe George Chandler 
cade Lotte Stein 
Pen bod: Ho na 
White Dudiey Dicke 

Antonie Th nd Bon: 


Guadalajara Trio 

This is a mildly amusing farce of 
program status that will provide 
standard support in dual houses. It’s 
a fairly new twist to the separated- 
newlyweds formula, this time when 
bride breaks out with hayfever when 
hubby is around. 

Script embarks couple on a South 
America-bound ship for honeymoon, 
with young doctor friend along to at- 
tempt diagnosis of the ailment. 
Medic gives decision that separation 
and divorce is necessary, but the girl 
takes things into her own hands to 
force a solution of the trouble to 
make everything okay. 

Miss O'Driscoll and Noah Beery, 
Jr.. are okay in the leads, with David 
3ruce as the doctor and Franklin 
Pangborn as a jittery stock broker. 
Chinita sings two songs in nightclub 
sequence; Antonio Triana and Mon- 


|tes offer a Spanish dance. and the 
Guadalajara Trio strums one tune. 
Direction by Edward Lilley has 
goo’ tempo. Walt. 


Parden My Bhythm 


(SONGS) 
Hollywood Apri! 27. 

release of Bernard W Burton 
produr Stars Gloria Jean features 
Eve Ankers Patric Kk now les Wolter 

Catlett, Marjorie Weaver, Bob Crosi are 
chestra Directed by Felix Feist Screens 
play by Val Burten, Eugene Conrad sed 
on stors by Hturd Barrett: camera. Poul 
Ivano: ed Edward Curtiss Pre ved 
Ape “6, Running time, 61 MINS 
Jinx Page Gloria Jean 
Julia Munsor 
Moore Marjorie Ws r 
Mi i O’ Walter Catiett 
Ricky O'Banno Mel 1 
Doodles Weaver... ..ccece Patsy O'Conner 
Mrs. Doar Ethel Griffies 


| 


medical cases and inevitable -ro- 
mance. But the medical problems | 
and solutions are rather raive. sug- 
gesting that a doctor ought to be 


fore this obviously strongest part of i called in as consultant when scripts 


and His Orchestra 


Bob Crosh 


“Pardon My Rhythm” is a light- 
weight issue in the Universal group 


lof modest-hudget filmusicals detail- 


(Continued on page 26) 
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. 5,000,000 people have seen it in 120 openings! 


. from coast to coast it has broken record after 
record! 


. more than 600,000 admissions have already 
been paid at the Rivoli, New York — 
all- time attendance record! 


.. it has won five Academy Awards! 


.. currently in Detroit, it has more than doubled 
biggest previous 20th gross! 


27 weeks playing time in Los Angeles! 
15 weeks in New York—and still going! 
7 weeks in Baltimore, Philadelphia, Chicago! 
4 weeks in St. Louis! 


3 weeks in. Denver, San Francisco, Milwaukee, Washington 
..and many current engagements will set new long runs! 


COOPERATE WITH UNCLE SAM. WAC RECRUITING WEEK MAY llth THRU 17th, 


- 


4 | 
| 
| 
qq 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
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Film Review 


—- Continued from pese 33 


Pardon Rhythm 
ing adventure of youth. 
sical end lifts static story to get 

h rage dual sup- 


alf 


picture tnrougn as ave 


the program qdatings. 

Jean has adole scent Tro- 
th Mel Torme, who’s a hot 
end organizer of a kid or- 
which participates in a 


national radio contest. Bob Crosby 


hears the voungster, and has Mar- 
jovie Weaver turn on glamour to get 
him under contract. Jealous Gloria 
Jean swings into action by tossing 
her playwright father at Miss 
Weaver. generating confusion via 
series of episodes conveniently set 
up by the scripters. Torme snaps 
out of it to rejoin the band to win 


the contest. 


Gloria Jean Miss Weaver 


and 


| 


capably handle two songs each, with | 


Bob Crosby crooning the 
“Til See You in My Dreams,” and 
providing the musical background 
with his orchestra. Young Torme 
gives out with some hot rhythm dis- 
plays on the drums that will catch 


attention of the juve trade. 
Cast is restricted by haphazard 
script, which director Felix Feist 


cannot aid. Gloria Jean is okay in 
top spot: With Torme showing sur- 


prising camera presence tor a new- 
comer. Crosby is good as himself, 
and support is adequate. Walt. 
Arturo Toseanini 
Produced Overse Motion Pieture Bu- 

resi of at Wat 

United Films Features Arturo 

noi Jan Westininster Choir | 
ened NE Orchestra. Directed | 
Irving Lerner and Alex | 
lip Purine eh produetion; 
Archie producing Writer, May 
Sarton: cnuimera, Pete sound, 
Robert Johnson, NBC: Clarence Wall, RCA; 
baa Jones, OWT Editor, Irving Lerner, 
Narrat Burge Mervedit 1 iewed in 
N \pril 2s, ‘44 Running time, 33 
MINS, 


This musical documentary, first of | 


its kind, is a stirring film—Arturo 
Toscanini’s musi¢al tribute to democ- 
racy, and a musical summation of his 
long fight against fascist tyranny. A 


film study of an NBC Symphony 
orchestra performance of Verdi's 


“La Forza del Destino” Overture | 
and Verdi's “Hymn of the Nations” | 


at Studio 8H in N. Y., interspersed 
with shots of Toscanini at his River- 
dale, N. Y., home, this gives a nar- 


standard, | 


,rator the chance to describe briefly 
the maestro’s long struggle against 
oppression. Camera travels around 
as orchestra plays, giving long snots, 
getting closeups of the maestro and 
solo players, 

Verdi “Hymn” is in Tosevy’s adapta- 


tion, ending with national anthems 
of France, England, Russia and U. S. 
(‘“Internationale” is used tor Russia, 
this still being the Soviet anthem at 
time the maestro did ] rescoring). 
Tenor Jan Peerce and the West- 
ninster Choir of Princeton, N. J., 
assist in the “Hvmn.” Peerce sing- 
ing brilliantly. with a thrilling over- 
all effect of the “Hymn” and con- 
cluding anthems track is 


So md 
clear. with chorus and orchestra in 
fine blend. 


All artists contributed services 
free. Film was produced by OWI 
for use overseas, but It may be re- 
leased in the U. S. later. the Treas- 
uryv trying to get it in time for the 
Sth War Loan drive. English and 
Itelian versions now in use. with 20 
other languages planned later. 

Sams Session 
(MUSICAL) 
( ease of Irving B nh pre 
M Jess 
\ ‘ tile 
‘ ! maid i 
\i ny Sew, lan 

‘ M. W. St \ 

k M id oe, 78% MINS 
Ferry Baxte Aw Mi 
S ‘ Brown 
Coletti ‘ ! Torre 
Ne ‘ Ann loos 
Fred Wylie Rav Watket 

With Chis e Barnet ; His Oprehestra: 
Louis A st His ras: Alvino 
lie, i Jat Ciarh and 
Wis Orel tras Glen G \ nel His Casa 
Lon Ovehe Powell and Ore 
leh |’ } ‘ \\ 
| “Jam Session” merely furnishes 
{band music to please the hepcats 


| and, on the strength of its six bands, 
should fit into the nabe dualers. 
Dull story deals with smali-town 
girl who wins trip to Hollywood in 
| local dance contest. There she meets 
ia film writer, gets involved in many 


‘mishaps, but finally lands both a 


job and the writer. 


The six bands which are dragged 
in, perform oldies in rhyth- 
lic fashion. Pied Pipers sing one 


ditty and Nan Wynn warbles “Bra- 

il’ in an appealing manner. 

Ann Miller does well in the finale 
dance routine, and attempts to in- 
ject interest in the trivial plot. while 
Jess Barker is likeable and pleasing 


as the brash writer. Rest of the cast 
adequate. 


PLEDGED TO M-G’S 20TH 


been 


4,000 THEATRES SO FAR 


Close to 4.000 theatres have so far , 


sent-~ in 
Metro's 


June 22-28 by showing 


pleares to 
20th annive week of 


a Metro film 


sary 


of some kina, 

An 
ing in 
theatre 
total of 


country, and 31 


recently send- 
pledges ere 13° Paramount 
representing a 
throughout 
independent 


those most 


afhiiiate 
796 theatres 
tors 


representing 868 theatres. 


RKO’s ‘Comrade’-Sammy 
Kaye Into Capitol, N. Y. 


cooperate in 


'yelease by 


the | 
opera- | 


Times, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


William Cardinal O'Donnell, who died in Boston last weck, was reputed 
to have been the wealthiest Catholic prelate in the world. He was the 
recipient of $6,000,000, half of which came from the late B. F. Keith. f 
mer 


re 
vaudeville czar, the balance being donated by the owner of O'Sullivan 
heels. 

The Keith gift was principally in the form of RKO stock and is said 
fo have inspired Joseph P. Kennedy to enter show business. he having 
the Cardinal's financial adviser. Last theatre activity by Kennedy 
was as backer of “Anothér Love Story,” which just missed making the 
grade at the Fulton, N. Y., early this season. 

New marathon record for title-changing was established by Angels Pic- 
tures, starting with “The Shooting Party.” a tale by Chekhov. It sounded 
western, so it was changed to “The Moon Their Mistress,” which 
was dunked when the Hays office objected to the word “Mistress.” For a 
time it was “Strange Confession,” but somebody told the producers it 
might be confused with a pulp mag. Next entry was “Goodbye My Love,” 
which was too close to RKO’s “Farewell My Lovely.” 

United Artists as “Summer Storm” 
change in the next six wecks 


ine a 


Now it is awaiting 
unless there is another 


The script for the stage version qf “Men of Maryknoll,” best seller 
written by the Rev. James Keller, M.M., and Mever Berger, of the N. Y. 
has just been completed. Four companies have inquired about 
picture rights, radio offers have been made and a Hollywood actor has 


, asked to take the part of Father Bernard Meyer. M.M., for stage, screen 


and 


“Tender Comrade.” Ginger Rogers 
starrer made by RKO, goes into the | 
Capitoi, Loew's Broadway flagship 


first week 
and his band on the stage, plus other 
Booking 

release, 


acts not vet set. 
| “Gaslight,” Metro 
i starts Mav 3 at the house for at least 
four weeks Phil Spitalny and 
his all-girl orch on the stage. 
“Comrade” originally slated 
for a January booking at RKO’s 
| Palace on Broadway, but following 
|} exhibition of the film in the Los An- 
|'geles area, studio changed ending of 
| picture and it’s been on shelf since. 


With 


Rapper Directs Bette 
Hollywood, May 2. 
Irving Rapper shifts from the sus- 
pension list to the salary roll at War- 
ners to direct the Bette Davis starrer, 
i“The Corn Is Green.’ Understood 
Miss Davis insisted on Rapper as 
pilot of the picture. 
|} Production starts in about 10 days, 
| raising the total of films at work on 
| the Burbank lot to nine. 


| Pictures, 
in June with Sammy Kaye ! 


follows | 
which | 


| prelate’s book, “The Risen Soldier,” 


radio productions. So the News Service of the National Catholic 
Welfare Council reports from New Orleans in a story appearing in Catholic 


papers, 


When Arthur Schwartz, now a Warner Bros. producer, left Columbia 
he acquiesced to no-advertising on his Col. pictures and, as a 
his “Cover Girl’ production received no Schwartz mention in the 
trade ads, although properly credited on the screen. Lou Edelman, 
other ex-Col. producer, is also now at WB, and likewise finds 
devoid of ad billing for “Once Upon a Time,” which he produced. 


re sult, 
an- 
himself 


Unconsciously or otherwise, the flack staff at a major studio pulled a fast 
one in its snow-white buildup of a contracted femme. In nart, the lauda- 
tion says: “She has posed for cigaret but she doesn’t smoke. She 
has posed for liquor ads but she doesn't drink. And she has also posed for 


ads 


With Paramount already having booked “Memphis Belle.” four-ree] OWI 


' picture which it is selling on a non-profit basis, into 9.000 theatres, Barney 


Balaban, president of Par, has received a letter from General H. H. Arnold, 
of the Army Air Forcés, in which he expresses personal appreciation for 
the job being done. 

Longtime friendship between Louis B. Mayer and Archbishop Spellman 
is known to the showman’s intimates, and thus it was only fitting that the 
should be filmed by Metro. Book has 
sold some 40,000 copies to date, 

Tough guy, who functions as assistant director on a major lot, carried 
his toughness too far when he tried to handle a bunch of Navy boys as if 
they were ordinary extras. When he got too hot, the sailors cooled him 
off with an involuntary bathein the studio lake. 


| 
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Portland, Me. Portsmouth, N. H. 
Lawrence, Mass. Bellows Falls, Vt. 
Providence Hyannis, Mass. 
Sacramento Harwichport, Mass. 
San Francisco Chatham, Mass. 
Stockton Milford, Mass. 
Detroit Plymouth, N. H. 

| Boston White River Jct., Vt. 

| Springfield, Mass. — Lebanon, N. H. 
Gloucester, Mass. — Hanover, N. H. 
Waterville, Me. Dover, N. H. 
Greenfield, Mass. _ 
Brattleboro, Vt. Burlington, Vt. 
Fadl Rives Presque Isle, Me. 
Concord, N. H. 
Lewiston, Me. 

| Sanford, Me. 

Augusta, Me. 

Fitchburg, Mass. 

| New Haven 


| Haverhill, Mass. 


Manchester, N. H. Eureka, Cal. 


Nashua NH. Modesto, Cal. 
Claremont, N. H. Maysville, Cal. 
Keene, N. H. Klamath Falls, Ore. 
St. Albans, Vt. Fresno 


~ Rochester, N. H. Berkeley, Cal. 
New Bedford, Mass. Oakland 


ACADEMY 
AWARD WINNER 


PAUL LUKAS 


~ 


CARL ESMOND - PETER VAN EYCK 
MADY CHRISTIANS - MORRIS CARNOVSKY 


and introducing 


K.T. STEVENS 


Screen Play by Herbert Dalmas . From the best-selling 
book and READER'S DIGEST story by Kressmann Taylor = 


Produced and Directed by 
WILLIAM CAMERON MENZIES 


A COLUMBIA PICTURE 


| | 
| 
| — 
| » gi? | 
| \ / 


ture,” 
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20th-Fox Exchange Ist Sales 


Drive Win; Other Distrib-Exhib Briefs 


In the four-month sales drive just? 


completed by 20th-Fox, for the first 
time in the history of the company, 
the N. Y. exchange, of which Ray E 
Moon is branch manager, has come 
out on top. N. Y. 20th exchange is 
rew hitting well over $100,000 
weekly. 

As result employees of the N. Y. 
branch receive extra salary, based 
upon their weekly wage, plus over- 
ege of varying amounts, 


F-WC Given Go-Aheac on 2 
Phoenix, Ariz., May 2. 
War Production Board handed 
Fox-West Coast priority to convert 
e big garage here into a permanent 
theatre, to be used aS a moveover 
house from the first run Fox. 
Reconstruction, starting May 10, 
calls for an 800-seater. F-WC has 
zlso applied for erection of a new 
suburban house to accommodate war 
workers and soldiers in this area. 


Usher Now Asst. Mgr. 
Albany. May 2. 
Frank Kraus promoted from head 


usher to asst. manager of Palace, 


largest theatre in the Albany ex- 
change territory. Predecessor, Bart- 


leit Lawlor, recently advanced_to 
manager of the Community (Fa- 
bian), Catskill, also was head usher 


at the Palace once. 
Swartzes Unite 
Minneapolis, May 2. 
Don Swartz resigned United 


Artists’ sales staff to join his brother, 
Abbott. as PRC co-franchise owner 
here. Before joining United Artists, 
Swartz was with Warners, also here. 
Det. House Wins Tax Cut 
Detroit, May 2. 
Charging that the Wilson theatre 
here faces “a very precarious fu- 
owners of the house obtained 


Some Fun! 
Detroit, May 2. 

Here's part of the report the 
femme manager of a _ nabe 
turned in to one of the big 
chains: 

“Today my operator made the 
misiake of running the same 
reel in twice....This is a great 
place. Along with being door- 
man I might as well learn to 
operate the projection machine 
also. In the midst of the confu- 
sion someone turned in a set of 
false plates. I felt like using 
them to bite my operators.” 


a $61,600 slash in its evaluation from 
tax board of review. 

A protest was filed against an in- 
crease of valuation from $226.000 to 


| 


| $287.600 by Mrs. Matilda R. Wilson, | 


;owner of house. Her husband and 


lattorney argued that although the) 


house originally cost more than 


ating, the future of the theatre was 
uncertain and the tax out of propor- 
tion. 


McManus Heads Catholic Guild 
Francis W. McManus, New 
land district manager of M. & P. cir- 
cuit, elected president Catholic Mo- 


Jesuit Fathers. 


Central States’ Addition 
Des Moines. May 2. 
Central States purchased the Gem. 
Charles City, Iowa. from Mrs. Ollie 
Norman. wbo owned theatre for 25 
years. Central States operates the 
Charles theatre at Charles City also 
(Continued on page 30) 


| 


| 


$1,000,000 and at present was oper- | 


| 


Eng- 


tion Picture Guild, conducted by the | 


| 


New York Theatres 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 


RIVOLI Bway & 49th St. 


John Garfield @ Paul Henreid 
Sydney GREENSTREET - Eleanor PARKER 
In Watner Bros. Hit 
“BETWEEN TWO WORLDS” 
IN PERSON 
The VU. &, (auard Presents 
TARS and SPARS 


featuring VICTOR MATURE 


BROADWAY at 47th ST. S T R A N D 


Coast 


New High Mark in Warner 
Entertainment... 


“The Adventures of 
MARK TWAIN” 


Starring 
Fredrie Alexis 
MARCH SMITH 
BROADWAY at 53d ST. HOLLYWOOD 


POPULAR PRICES! 


RADIO 


Paramount Presents 
“GOING MY WAY" 


with Bing Crosby and Rise Stevens 
In Person 
CHARLIE SPIVAK 
Tim Tap & Toe Wesson Bros. 


PARAMOUNT 


SQUARE 


MUSIC HALL 


“COVER GIRL” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


| Barnard 
DOORS OPEN 10 A.M. | 


HELD OVER 2ND WEEK 


Thurs.. May 4 In Person 

hn Screen ilt 

"Andy Hardy's 

Blonde | BRITTON 

Trouble" and BAND 
Benay 
 WENUTA 


“BUFFALO 
BILL” 


A th Century-Fox Picture 
Pins A Sth Ave. 
Kig Stage 
show R O X Y 50th St. 


i 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


MOADWAY AT 51 ST. 
The Hour of Charm 


ALL GIRL 
ORCHESTRA 


Under Direction of 
Phil Spitalny 


Charles 


BOYER 
Ingrid BERGMAN 
Jeseph COTTEN 
‘"GASLIGHT' 
M-G-M'S 


VICTORIA THEATRE . 
Broadway at 46th Street 
United Artists Presents 


“Knickerbecker Holiday” 


Starring CHARLES COBURN 


Btrange Melodrama 
BWAY & 


‘PALAC 47th St. 


A JIVE JAMBOREE OF STARS 


AND 6 GREAT BANDS! 


‘JAM SESSION' 


CHATTER 


Broadway 


Hollywood agent Leo Morrison in 
town, 

Harry 
test with Warners. 

Pat Rooney, Jr., expects to name 
next baby Pat, 4th, 

Roland Butler is a one-trick magi 
with a paper-snipping stunt. 

Joan Fontaine due to arrive May 
13 for couple of weeks’ vacash. 

Frank Graham's book on John Mc- 
Graw of the Giants highly regarded. 

Russell Patterson will design cos- 
tumes for "Skating Vanities,” a roller 
outfit. 

Theatre Guild has moved exec 
offices to City Center building, West 
55th st. 

Arthur Dickinson, Hays’ office ex- 
ecutive, has fully recovered from re- 

Bert Lytell emceed Navy “E” cere- 
cent illness. 
monies at Philco plant in Phila... 
Tuesday (2). ‘ 

Dave Apollon planning vaude re- 


vue, “United Nations Cavalcade,” for | 


next season, 

The Lacy Kastners announced en- 
gagement of their daughter; 
OWI film head in London. 

Paul Denis, N. Y. Post feature 


writer. has written a book on night | 


clubs,*"*The Sun’s Bad for You.” 
Arthur Schwartz, WB producer, 


; has acquired Ann Sothern’s Bevhills 


home, and takes occupancy in July. 

Warren O'Hara takes over as com- 

pany mer. of touring “Tomorrow the 
World.” vice Gilman Haskell, who 
resigned. 
_ Theron Bamberger left for Detroit 
yesterday (2) to give touring “To- 
morrow the World” company the 
once over. 

Sam Zolotow was due back in the 
Times drama department this weck, 
but asked for additional leave, being 
still indisposed., 

One of the nicest Broadway turn- 
outs was for the Louis Sobols’ 25th 
anniversary at Reuben’s last Wed., 
with “everybody there.” 

Leona Conrad, widow of Con Con- 
rad, songwriter, and Harold D. Shat- 


tuck. of Schrafft’s restaurants family, 


obtained marriage license. 


Ellerve to Hollywood for | 


he’s | 


qaalepets of Utah Radio Products 


Oo. 

Republic Pictures ends a three-day 
| midwest sales conference at the 
‘Drake hotel today (3). James R. 
Grainger, president of the company, 
presided. 

After a separation of five years, 
Phil Tyrrell and Eddie Sligh have re- 
sumed partnership and will operate 
under their old agency name of 
Sligh and Tyrrell, effective May 15. 

Irving Kupcinet, Chicago Times 
columnist, appeared as a super with 
the Metropolitan Opera at the Civic 
Opera House one night last week to 
see what the other side of the foot- 
lights was like. 

Paul Draper, from the Blackstone, 
and the Minevitch Harmonica Ras- 
cals. from the Oriental, substituted 
for Larry Adler at the Palmer House 
last week when Adler flew to New 
York to see his new-born baby. 


Australia 
By Eric Gorrick 

Otto Bolle, 20th-Fox Aussie chief, 
is in New Zealand on biz trip. 

Red Barry, Helen Talbot and Jean 
en here for USO on New Guinea 
trek. 
| Sir Ben Fuller and Garnett Car- 
| roll reviving “White Cargo” in New- 
castle. 

Stage and radio stars have formed 
Stage Door Canteen in Sydney for 
Aussie and Yank troops. 

“Rope” looks like a legit click for 
Alec Coppel at Minerva, Sydney, 
with Edwin Styles in lead. 


tributors sending checkers to tab 
theatres playing percentage films. 
Sir Ben Fuller, In association with 
Garnett Carroll, set “Tobacco Road” 
/in Newcastle, Adelaide and Perth. 
| Billy Maloney, formerly with 
| Hoyts. named by Nick Pery to han- 
dle Columbia Pictures advertising. 
Surprise hit in Melbourne is “Mr. 
Handel” (Gaumont-British), given 
small chance by many film bookers. 
Clem Whitely, 29th-Fox director 
here, is scripting an hour's radio 
show for 2KY, Sydney, every Sun- 
day. 
Harold Bowden handling William- 
son-Tait’s New Zealand legit activi- 
ties: formerly in charge of «Sydney 


Exhibs here squawking over dis- | 


Hollywood 


June Haver recovering from sur- 
gery. 

Freddie Martin, band leader, clas<j- 
fied 1A. 

Al Pearce baking out flu germs at 
Palm Springs. 

Joy Ann Page headed east for 
summer stock. 

Irmgard Erik and Phil Baker to 
wed in Beverly Hills May 8. 

Jose Iturbi appointed National Di- 
rector of Civil Air Patrol bands. 

J. E. Flynn in town on tour of the 
western sales division for Metro. 

Teresa Wright retiring temporarily 
from pictures to await motherhood. 

Maria Palmer, Austrian-born film 
player, became an American citizen. 

Penny Singleton recuperating after 
surgery, occasioned by tooth infec- 
tion. 

Jane Withers reported for work at 
Republic after five-week eastern 
tour. 

Ralph Boyle in from Australia 
where he is managing director for 
RKO. 

Stephen Crane filed a 
plaint for divorce 
Turner. 

Art Thaler. formerly with Balaban 
& Katz in Chicago, joined the Para- 
mount flackery. 

Lou Costello's 


cross-coOom- 
against Lana 


sister, Marie Cris. 


tillo, to marry Joe Kirk, actor- 
writer, in June. 
Robert Fiorey, film producer, 


burned his right hand extinguishing 
a fire in his auto. 

Capt. Louis Hayward, out of the 
Marines through illness, to return to 
pictures about June 1, 

Harry K. Ellenbogen, film pro- 
ducer, divorced Sylvia Singer Ellen- 


bogen, former dancer. 

Elia Kazan going into the Army 
when he finishes his current direct- 
ing chore at 20th-Fox. 

Sally Eilers laid up with an eye 
infection, halting production on “A 
WAVE, a WAC and a Marine.” 

Federal Judge J. F. T. O'Connor 


| AAF 


continued the Charles Chaplin-Joan 
Barry conspiracy case to May 9. 

rilbert Wales, former “Variety” 
correspondent in Paris, now com- 
menting on war news over KMPC. 

Col. Roy M. Jones, chief of the 
film unit at Culver City. to 
Washington for huddles on training 
pictures. 

Phil Reisman. veepee of foreign 
distribution at RKO, in from Mexico 
City to huddle with Charles Koerner 


| about future product. 


Lep Solomon now off Understood that 20th-Fox will 
Allah Be Praised seek 70°: for “Bernadette” in Aus- 
batting jor Kitty Lowe, taken J1l/ tralia Local exhibs, as usual, will 
aiter being assignea the post. | protest. 

F. Bernard (Bernie) Head, schol-| J. E. Martin. one of Hoyts circuit's | 
arly “voice” of the Ringling, BB! piggest stockholders, died in Mel- | 
press ac partment, got his training as bourne recently: was with Hoyts 
jecturer with a “captive whale.” since 1923. ; . 

Joe Shea, eastern representative | Charles Munro appointed Dorothy 
for William Cagney Productions, | Flukes publicity director for “Rats of 


; Who had a second operation at the 


Polyclinic, will be out in a week or 
So. 

“Lucky” Meyer Davis they're call- 
ing him now. He has a piece of an- 
other legit hit, “Helen Goes to 
Troy,” his 12th investment; 10 of ‘em 
clicks. 

Therese 
Richey at 
honor at 


Stone, 
Metro, will be guest of 
convention of N. Y. City 


| Federation of Women’s Clubs on Fri- 


day (5) at Astor hotel. 

Jennifer Howard, daughter of late 
playwright Sidney Howard and 
tress Ciare Eames, played a lead in 
College production of 
Shaw's “Devil's Disciple” last Fri- 
day-Saturday (27-28), 

Bob Weitman, managing 
of the Paramount, has been 
honorary member of the Associated 
Motion Picture Advertisers in 


ognition ‘of benefit preview he staged 
fat the Par sometime ago for the 
| AMPA. 


Plenty of Warners east. all reunit- | 
ing Thurs. for sister Betty Warner's | 
| (Sperling) 
ner, Jack L. Warner, Capt. J. L. War- | 
ner, 


birthday. H. M. 


Jr.. Doris Warner LeRoy 


and 


|} Wives and children sojourning here- 


abouts. 


Columbia Pics and Harold Freed- 


{man (Brandt & Brandt). who agent- 


j 


ed the “Jacobowsky” sale, hosted Col. | 
story ed D. A. Doran at Sherry’s 
Monday night with a literati soiree | 


to celebrate the occasion. 
the bills, 


Col. paid 


Bob Wilson. executive secretary of 
the USO-Camp Shows, Inc., is army 


| bound. 


Al Turner. associate editor of Nite 
Life magazine. and Sis Bartlett have 


| been married for months. 


Joe Miller has eliminated show at | 


his 885 club. as a solution to the 30° 
tax. and will serve only food. 

Jack Marshall, now at the Chicago 
theatre, moves over to the Rio Ca- 


bana for the new show opening 
May 12. 
Mary Evelyn Ducey replaced 


Peggy Van Vleet in the cast of “Kiss 
and Tell” at the Selwyn theatre dur- 
ing the latter’s ieave of absence. 
Henry Tobias, New York song- 
writer, in town assisting in the pro- 
duction of a musical to be put on by 


assistant to H. M.} 


ac- | 


director | 
made | 


rece | 


War- | 


Tobruk.” 
here in May. 

Revival of “The Patsy” in Sydney 
at 5:30 p.m. matinees looks okay for 
Williamson - Tait - Macquarie. Kitty 
Bluett has lead. 

John Wayne soon will wind up his 
New Guinea chores, after which he 
will do a tour of hospitals on the 
| Aussie mainland. 

Lt. Col. Sid Wolf in Sydney for a 
| looksee before leaving for U. S. Air 

Force; formerly Western Electric's 
consulting éngineer. 
| Bruce Carroll, brother of Garnett 
Carroll, Sir Ben Fuller’s partner. to 
manage Newcastle Tivoli, formerly a 
dancehallesnow set for legit. 

“In Old Oklahoma” will be given 
|major playdates via Greater Union. 
Being released through British Em- 


pire Films, though a Republic pro- 
duction. 

Film industry h@re is consid- 
ering a propaganda campaign via 


|radio to offset slaps at pictures by 
folks with no knowledge of films as 
morale builders. 

Will Mahoney, Evie Hayes (Mrs. 
Mahoney) and Bob Geraghty are do- 
ing a short tour of the Tivoli circuit, 
now being in Melbourne. Mahoney 
and Geraghty operate their own 
vaude-revue house in Brisbane, but 
| like to go on tour occasionally. 


| 


Pittsburgh 

By Hal Cohen 
i ‘“Abie’s Irish Rose” returns to the 
Nixon May 22 for third time in less 
than a year. 


Etzi Covato of Villa Madrid 
dickering for Hannah Williams and 
Benny Rubin. 


Esther Coryell, Tech drama schoo! 
| grad, has tat comedy role in “Good 

Night Ladies.” 

; Joan Francis joined the Stadlers 
}and Gloria Lee Dancers in Nixon 
| Cafe's floor show. 

; Lillian Koch quitting Harris audit- 
jing office to marry Tommy Lee, 
| manager of Harris-Perry. on May 13. 

Donald Buka,. of “Helen Goes to 
Troy.’ is a Pittsburgh youngster the 
Lunts picked up here several seasons 
| Ago. 

Singer Bob Carter, who used to be 
a pretty good -ballplayer, working 
out daily with the Pirates at Forbes 
Field. 

Captain James Etherington, sta- 
tioned at County Airport with Ferry 
Command, used to be one of the 
| Kelso Brothers in vaude, 


| 
| 


Film should be completed 


| 


| Flame 
| chestra. 


| after 


| underlined 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
A. K. Evidons celebrated 25th anni. 
Elmo Tanner holding over at Cur- 


ly’s nitery. 


Johnny Fritcher,. Par booking 


| mgr., recovering from serious illness. 


Film 
um, 
May 5. 

Bea 


“Ravaged Earth” into Lyce- 
legitimate roadshow house, 
Wain 
Room 


into 
with 


Hotel Radisson 
Joe Porretta or- 


University of 
motion picture 
activities. 

A. Selby Carr back at Paramount 


Minnesota 
record of 


making 
war-time 


recovery from second major 
operation 
Bill Elson. circuit owner. ailing 
and to Rochester, Minn., to visit 


Mayo clinic. 
_ Orpheum gets Earl Carroll's “Van- 
ities’ May 5 and Vaughn Monroe 


| orchestra May 19. 


Tommy Dorsey with Gene Krupa 
for Minneapolis and St. 
Paul one-nighters. 

Ben Friedman and Eddie Ruben 
chosen to head industry’s WAC re- 
cruiting drive in territory. 

“For Whom the Bell Tolls” booked 


| into a considerable number of terri- 
| tory 
tion. 


situations as roadshow attrac- 

20th-Fox announces more than 75 
contracts outside Twin Cities for 
“Song of Bernadette” at $1.10 show- 
ings. 


Hotel Nicollet’s Minnesota Terrace 


jnew floor show includes Toy Sisters 


and Hin Lowe, with Selma Marlowe 
Dancers and Perry Martin orchestra 
holding over. 


South Africa 


By J. Hanson 


Empire Cinema is new _ house 
opened at Stellenbosch, near Cape 
Town. 

Latest cape provincial budget 


brings further increase in entertain- 
ments tax. 

W. J. H. Farrell, secretary of South 
African board of film censors, died 
recently in Cape Town. 

Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Schlesinger now 
in the U.S. on visit. Their son, John, 
at Harvard University, obtained his 
pilot’s wings. 

“Thunder Rock,” British film 
adapted from play by American 
author, Robert Ardrey, surprise click 
on Metro-circuit. 

Noel Coward arrived in So. Africa 
at invitation of General Smuts to 
entertain at naval and military hos- 
pitals and at camps, 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 
ii Que ov 20p comer ven} 
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Wednesday, May 3, 1944 VARIETY 


7 An inescapable Fate 


awaited her...ruled 
by the will of a bril- 
liant scientist crazed 


by unconquerable 
desires! 


RALSTON 
ARLEN 
vow 


HER STRANGE 
BEAUTY LED 

HIM TO INVADE 
THE UNKNOWN... 
SECRETS OF LOVE... 


AND LIFE! 


HELEN VINSON eo SIDNEY BLACKMER 


~wEORGE SHERMAN, Director * Besed on the novel “DONOVAN’S BRAIN” by CURT SIODMAK ° A REP UBLIC PICTURE 
Screenplay by Done Lussier ¢ Frederick Kohner Bosed on the novel “Donovan's Brain,” by Curt Siodmak 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 3, 1941 


State. N. ¥. 
Mitch Ayres Orch (16) with Stelle : 
Slavin, Johnny Bond, Dick Dyer, | 
Ruth McCullough; Wyun Seeley, | 
Moro & Yuconrelli, Coley Worth (2), 
Gus Van; “This Is the Life” (U>). 
this week is long, but} 
fairly fast. Mitch Ayres’ orchestra, 
conducted by Stelle Slavin and an 
unbilled musician, is supposed to be 


State 


show 


playing a test date here. Ayres is 
in the Army. If the idea of Miss} 
Slavin fronting it is deemed work- 


able it will continue. 


| 
If not, it will | 
disband, 


For a test date. Miss Slavin isn’t 
presented well, She plays a lot ot 
trumpet for a femme, looks okay. 


and seems to know what she’s doing 
as a maestro. However, she isn’t al- 
lowed to prove her ability | 
until too late in the for the | 
audience to regard her as anything 


horn 


| manship 


some 
satisfaction. 
ily as a mimic but could sapolio some 
of his 


that merits and gets enthusiastic re- 
sponse, 
The stubholders have enough mitt 


energy left for songstress Frances 
Wayne whose numbers are well 
chosen. Miss Wayne appears per- 


fectly at home in front of the 
Herman crew. Vido Musso, who 
handles his tenor sax in expert 


style, and Chubby Jackson, slap bass | 
soloist, cannot be overlooked in this 
| classy 


combo. Their neat crafts- 
influences warm response. 
Eunice Healy, a lass with a win- 
personaiity, terps to general 
Lenny Gale does nice- 


The guy’s got enough 
offcolor wisecracks 


Ring. 


Laks. 
talent to make 
unnecessary. 


Capitol. Wash. 
Washington, April 27 
Happy Felton, Dick Buckley, Hib- 


more than another gal leader. And) pert. Byrd & La Rue, Ann Pritchard, 
aiter she solos “Body and Soul very | Muriel Lane, Milton Slosser, Sam 
nicely she’s immediately followed Kaufman's House Orch; “Tam- 
by Johnny Bond in a trumpet bit! (20th) 

and comedy session. Too, as cited! é 

above, Miss Slavin knows how Pac Stage show carries the burden this 
make with the down-beats. As she | week. with audience participation a 
makes introductions, = 3 pleasant, factor. Milton Slosser gets erowd in 
but inexpegienced way, a sax Man) goog cheer with an organalogue, in 


steps down and gets ready to take | 
over while she’s still talking (she 
doesn't direct for acts). It makes 
her look like a featured musician in- 
stead of sub-leader. 

Ayres’ combo, composed of four 
trumpets, two trombones, five sax, 
three rhythm, is a neat outfit, fitted 
with good arrangements. Miss 
Slavin does well up front in addition 
to her unusual trumpet ability and | 
there’s no reason why audiences | 
won't accept the combo under her 
baton. Its well worth a try. 

tuth McCullough and Dick Dyer 
are vocalists. Former is fair on “No 
Love. No Nothin’” and better on) 
“Besame.” Dyer, either because of 
weak p.a. system or weak voice 
could hardly be heard doing “My 
Heart” and “Long Ago, Far Away.” 

Wynn Seeley, tapster. has good terp 
ability and her act is entertaining. 
However, her two routines are too 
similar. Moro & Yaconelli, two 
filmites playing first vaude dates, 
they say, provide hearty laughs with 


comedy and musical routines. They 
use guitars, fiddle, accordion and 


harmonica. 

Coley Worth and his wife are an- 
other comedy turn. His vocal ma- 
terial is alternatingly effective but 
much of it is of night club hue— 
blue. However, his eccentric dan- 
cing is fine and more of it should be 


worked in—this audience liked the 
act very much. 7 
Gus closes. getting his | 


nostalgic stuff over in neat fashion. 
He swings in and out of past and 
present melodies and sandwiches in 
good gags, some of which. as he ex- 
plains, are so old they're new. 

Biz okay. Wood. 


Adams. Newark 
Newark, April 28. 
Herman Orch (17) with| 
Tough, Chubby Jackson, 
Wayne and Vido Musso; | 
Healy, Lenny Gale; “Rosie | 
Riveter” (Rep). 


Woody 
Dare 
Fra 
Ennice 


the 


man 


which he winds up with boogit- 
woogie. Slosser is a_ personality 
and a fine musician. Trailers part 


Max Zinder leading the Kauf- 
band. It took Happy Felton 
some minutes to wake a slim audi- 
ence up, but when he finally got ‘em 


with 


result was good. He serves as 
emcee. First act on is Ann Pritch- 
ard, in a red satin dress with rhine- 


stones, for two. ballet numbers 
which go over Okay. 

Vocalist is Muriel Lane, whose 
Ivrics missed because she didn't 
have the range of the big house, tirst 
show. Opens with “Who Cares” fol- 
lows with “Whistler's Mother-in- 
law,’ winds up with “Ten Little Sol- 
diers on a Ten Day Leave.” Dick 
Buckley recruits a soldier and two 
sailors for his “Amos 'n’ Andy” 
routine. It gets very well, as _— 
his hat encore. Happy Felton clicks 
with nifty monolog. 

Hibbert, Byrd & La Rue con- 
tribute an interlude of strenuous 
comic dancing. Felton comes back 
for an audience participation stunt 
in which a group of men model 
their girl friend’s hats, with the 
winner getting new hat to present 


to the lady. A good stunt. Snappy 
show, played fast. Arke. 


RKO Boston 
Boston, April 28. 

Cab Calloway Orch (6) plus 
Johnny Taylor, Holmes & Jean, Dor- 
othy Saulter, Calloway Girls, Choc- 
lateers (3); “Her Primitive Man” 
(U>. 

Standard layout for Cab Calloway 
and a fairly routine performance at 
that. 

Two opening numbers, jumpers, 
fail to click solidly through casual 
handling both by leader and band, 
the former yelling as is his custom 
latter laying on the pressure 
for same reason. 

Johnny Taylor follows in baseball 


| pitcher pantomime which needs ad- 


Pia aa | ditional comic invention to disguise | for laushs, and get plenty. Gal 
Woody Herman's crew registers a/its inordinate length. Two band} works with partner, doing hand 
solid click with Adams patrons, par-|numbers follow in a more satisfac-| balancing, and strong arm stuff. 
ticularly with the bobbysoxers who! tory vein, and Holmes & Jean} Male garners. guffaws every time 
give out with gargantuan yelps of | liven up the show with snappy terps.| femme foil knocks off his hat. It’s 
appreciation, Much of the vocal| Dorothy Saulter sings jive tunes to} good clean fun. and registers. 
kudoes are reserved for Herman] okay response: the Calloway girls Jerry Mann and Betty Linde, just 
who makes with the clarinet in a] unlace a_ strenuous jitter session, | off the U.S.O. overseas circuit. score 
fashion that jumps the house. His| and the Choclateers wind up with! solidly. Mann has a flock of gags 
warbling also rates high. Although} usual knock-out stuff, to click big.| and stories which he_ intersperses 
the orch’s front garners beaucoup} Audience went big for instru-| with songs and impressions. Good 
applause, he geis more than a little} mental soloists in band, giving each | stuff. and Miss Linde doesn't have 
competition from Dave Tough, well| big hand before and after stint.| much to do but look pretty and feed 
known and highly popular here,| Fairly big house but not up to| Mann for laughs, which she does 
who handles drums in a manner | seratch. Elie. very well. 
—_- : | Louis Jordan’s Jivin’ Five, sepia 
oe | hot band. piano, sax (Jordan), bass, 
| drums, trumpet. give out with the! 
| | jive, and it’s entertainment al] the 


28 


a” 
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= 
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understand you’re 


since you’ve been eating Wheaties.” 


Stark realism here would show bot! | piops”. . . On his face, a rapt-off- 
wife and newspaper neglected in behall | this-planet look as he savors these 


of Wheaties. The gent would be con- | 


centrating on his ‘Breakfast of Cham- famous “second-helping” flavor. 


looking swell, dear, 


‘runchy whole wheat flakes with the 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, April 29. 
Lawrence Welk Orch (15) with 
Jayne Walton, Bobby Beers, Holly 
Swanson, Terry George, Marcy 
McGuire, Johnny “Scat” Davis, 
Manuel Viera; “Rosie the Riveter’ 


(Rep). 


Lawrence Welk, a fave here is 
clicking solidly. Getting away from 


the usual band routine Welk has 
built up a repertoire of tunes that 
haven't been plugged to a frazzle 


and injects plenty of novelty. After 


the theme song.” Don’t Sweetheart 
Me” is heard in soft arrangement 
featuring Welk’s accordion and the 


Then “Clarinet Polka” 
clarinet trio. Bobby 


three violins. 
featuring the 


Welk’s own 
Tune” to register big. 
is heard in “The Waltz 
Mé.” Terry George 


My Rifle” 
“Bobby Sox 
Violin trio 
You Saved For 


and 


| contributes a neat bit of slip-horn- 
ing with “I'll Get By” and trick play- | 
ing of “Nola” using his foot to ma- | 


nipulate the slide to fine results. 

A medley consisting of 
choly Baby.” “Tea For Two” and 
“Darktown Strutter’s Ball” by the 
orchestra is followed by Jayne Wal- 
ton, whose singing of “Good Night. 


Wherever You Are” and “Ay. Ay, 
Ay” puts her over with a _ bang. 
Holly Swanson, tall bass player, 


stops the show With “They Go Wild 
Over Me” and later teams with Wal- 


} 
| 


ton and Beers for comedy version 
of “San Fernando Valley” that is 
socko. 


Marey McGuire romps on to sing 
“Touch of Texas,” “Only An Irish- 
man’s Drgam,” and “Mairzy Doats” 
in her usual manner, the last num- 
ber done in her stocking feet. Goes 
over big. 

Manuel Viera and musical pets 
(New Acts), consisting of two mon- 
keys and two dogs, are a worth- 
while novelty. A hit. 

Johnny “Seat” Davis came on to 
a hand and proceeded to chalk up a 
hit with his seat singing of “Holly- 
wood,” “Sheik of Arby,* “Can't Give 
You Anything But Love Baby” and 
hot trumpeting of “Stardust” and 
“Clarinet Polka.” Morg. 


National. L’ville 
Louisville, April 28. 
Louis Jordan's Jivin’ Five. Lloyd & 
Willis (2), Max & Gang, The Kem- 
meys, Jerry Mann & Betty Linde; 
“East Side Kids” (Mono). 


Current bill leans strongly to the 


acro stuff, and could be_ better 
balanced. It’s slanted for the juve 
trade, ond hits the mark. so that’s 


prebably what counts most. 
Lloyd & Willis tee off with classy 


stepping. and follow through with 
varied types of dancing. Lad gives 


patrons an impression of how his 
dad used to do the buck and wing, 
while his partner does the modern 
ballet-tap. They're plenty energetic, 
and pleased. 

Max and His Gang follow. Max 
does the flips and back somersaults 
first. then the dogs follow through 
with the same stunt. It’s a clever 
act. and younger fans liked it a lot. 

The Kemmeys point their efforts 


| Ballinger: 


way. Jordan works in front of the 
mike throughout, toots a little sax 


| melody, but his jive singing is his 
| forte. Gets swell results with the 


| aid of changes of hats. with “Knock 
Me a Kiss,” “Deacon Jones.” “Green 
| Grass Grew All Around,” “Can't Get 
That No More.” “G.I. Jive.’~ and 
“Jumovin’ at the Jubilee.” 

Earle Keller’s house 
backgrounds the acts. 
first show Friday (28). 


(11) 
licht at 
Hold. 


band 


Biz 


Tower. K. €. 
Kansas City, April 28: 
Tom O'Neal, Harris & Floyd, San- 
derson & Nanon, Fern Andre. Betty 
Rae, Tower Orch (9) with Mariliun 
“Women in Bondage” 
and “Minesweeper” (Par). 


bill is another 


(Mono) 


Current 40-minute 


layout of standard acts and am win-'|: 


ner werking in front of the house 
orch. Band tees off with “Don't 
Sweetheart Me” and Marilyn Ballin- 
ger takes the vocal nicely. Tom 
O'Neal, comic and harmonica player, 
is the m.c. and registers solidly with 
gags and ad libbing. 

Sanderson & Nanon open in musi- 
cal act. Man plays squeeze box, sax 
and bagpipes, while partner 
Standout is man’s playing “Cherry 
Blossom Lane” in harmony on three 
clarinets simultaneously. 

Beity Rae, “Discovery Night” win- 
ner, on next, with a gypsy dance 
specialty. 

Tom O'Neal opens. with a fast line 
of gags, continues with a harmonica 
arrangement of “St. Louis Blues,” 
and finishes with a take-off on toe; 


Beers, juve baritone, sings “Cleaning | 
song. | 


*Melan- | 


taps. | showmanship 


dancers which wins a well-deserved 
hand. 

Fern Andre offers a nifty tap rou- 
tine next-to-closing. Harris & Floyd 
follow in a musical turn. The sepia 
duo combine on “No Love, No Noth- 
in’ “ and “Shoo Shoo Baby” and sell 
them effectively. 

Biz good opening show. Earl. 


Indpls. 
Indianapolis, April 29. 
The Do-Res, Coco, Steve & Eddie, 
Baxley & Deslys, 3 
Frank Paxton, 3 Billetta Girls, Ed 
Resever House Orch; “Saint Meets 
Tiger” (Rep). 


Keith’s comes up with a well- 
peced and nicely varied bill for this 


his house oreh, presiding in 
stvle on the siuge. 
does a Slick job as emcee and also 
impresses with his mental “wiz-} 
ardry’ in reeling off statistics about | 
cities named 


from the audience and | 
calling back serial numbers from ten | 
spots held by out fronters, 

Billetta girls. experts in back | 
flips and hazardous cartwheels, get a! 
nice hand for their acrobatic dances. | 
The two femme Do-Res also regis- 
tei in a musical novelty, playing 
everything from standard band in-! 
struments to a musical saw and flit) 


gun. They also do a couple of nifty | 
terps. Three Vagabonds, a man) 


and two dogs of different sizes, pro- | 
vide some laughs with their comedy | 
antics in a clever turn, 

Baxley, garbed as a Civil War veter- 
an.and Deslys are well received in a 
{song and comedy patter act that | 
harks back to the old days. Coco, | 
Steve & Eddie keep the house in| 
good humor with their rough and 
tumble acrobatic act. The bill con- 
sistently pleases. « 

Biz average when caught. 


Earle, Philly 


Philadelphia, April 28. 


Lionel Hampton Orch (17) with! 
Rubel Blakely, Dinah Washington, 
Billy Nightirgale, Conway and 
Parks; “Her Primitive Man” (U). 


| 
| 


Corb. 


! Even a bigger click than his last 
appearance. That’s the only way to 
describe the reception Lionel Hamp- 


Hampton and his boys really do} 
send with stuff like “Lady Be Good,” | 


“Boogie Woogie” and “Flying 
Home.” In between those choice 
outbursts the band throws a bone 


to the schmaltz-loving patrons with | 
Hampton's vibraharp solos on “Holi- | 
day for Strings,” “Moonglow,” and | 
Rubel Blakely’s Sinatra-ish croon- 
ing of “The Music Stopped.” “I Love | 
You” and “Besame Mucho.” | 

Dinah Washington, femme singer. 
not quite up to standard on “Do 
Nothing Till You Hear From Me” 
land “There'll Be a Jubilee.” 

Two added ects are also plenty 
sock. Billy Nightingale does a dance 
stint that won him a big hand. He 
knocks himself out. Conway and 
Parks net guffaws with their comic 


dance act. 
House jampacked opening show 
| (Friday). Shal. 


Orpheum, L. A. 

Los Angeles, April 25. | 

Cootie Williams’ orch (13), Ink | 

Spots, Ella Fitzgerald. Moke & Poke, | 

Ralph Brown, Eddie Vinson; “O, My 
Darling Clementine” (Rep). 


{ This triple-threat bill is the fastest- 
playing stage show the Orpheum has 
|}lined up in many a month and each | 
|of the top attractions has enough en- 
tertainment power to head a bill. 
For jive music in the groove Cootie 
| Williams’ combo is solid. Trumpets 
|} are strong but never over-brassy and 
| Williams, himself. furnishes a fourth 
horn at times for extra hot licks. 
| Prominent rhythm section of piano, 
drums and bass, keeps the notes to- 
gether. Band's opener is “Roll ’Em” | 
and it does. Leader goes south with 
jconcerto get-together on “Stormy 
| Weather” for a click solo and his} 
sextet composed of rhythm instru- 
ments, two saxes and his trumpet 
bang out “Talk a Little Trash” for 
;great results. Orch is equally top 
drawer in backing other star turns. 
Ella Fitzgerald gives solid selling 
} to “Cow Cow Boogie.” “Poinciana.” 
her personal hit “A-Tisket, A- 
Tasket.” “Do Nothin’ Til You Hear 
| From Me” and “Five Guys Named 
Moe.” As opening date was her 
birthday, oreh gave _ rendition of 
Birthday.” 
Ink Spots, next to closing, made 
| their first Orpheum date a demand 
| bid for future svotting. Foursome 
started off with “Shoo Shoo Baby,” 
| followed with “Lovely Way to Spend 
| an Evening.” “Don't Sweetheart Me,” 
| “My Heart Tells Me” and for a final 
encore their favorite “If I Didn't 
| Care.” Using guitar and pint-sized 
bass, quartet ably demonstrated 
that keeps it in the 


big time. 

Moke & Poke. comedy-dance team, 
sell their act big—a topnotch pair 
of comics. Brown's taps and 
litterbugging also goes over big. 
Eddie Vinson, saxophonist and vocal- 
ist with orch, also pleases with his 
voealing of “Things Ain’t What 
They Used to Be” in a solo sn @ 

Biz terrif. Brog. 


| | Exchanges 


' 


Continued from page 23 — 


and for the time being the Gem will] 
be operated by Fred Savely who js 
manager of the Charles. Mrs, Nor. 
man’s theatre holdings in Sac Cit, 
Cherokee and Storm Lake, Iow, 
have also been sold to Pioneer The- 
atre Corp. of Minneapolis. 

Mrs. Norman's son, George, and 
son-in-law, Jack Kuech, have been 


Vayabonds, | operating the theatres for her. 


Arthur Johnson te WB Checking 

Arthur C, Johnson appointed fie|d 
supervisor of Warners’ film check- 
ing service in northern California 

Claude Lee, director of public re. 


stanza, built around Ed Resener and | jations for Paramount, back to N Y 

afte: 
Frank Paxton | State circuit, controlled by Par. 


visiting theatres of Florida 


Sebe Miller to Dallas for Par 
Sebe Miller, Paramount office mian- 
ager in Memphis, appointed booking 
manager for company’s Dallas ex- 
change. His post in Memphis being 
filled by Robert Kilgore, formerly 
booker in Dallas. 


Interstate Swings to Femmes 


Dallas, May 2. 
More femmes being given jobs 
with the local Interstate Theatres 


circuit in San Antonio, according ta 


E. E. Collins, city manager, re- 
placing members” being inducted 
dvily. Mrs. -dary Grimes named 


manager Prince theatre and Thelma 
Miller made skipper of State. Beulah 
Green manages the Texas. Several 
nabes also have femme managers. 
Phil Longdon temporarily branch 
manager 20th-Fox here, succeeding 
C. E. Hilgers. Hilgers resigned to 
operate Crawford theatre. El Paso, 
which he purchased with H. S. Leon, 
Joe M. Estes to succeed Jack Chal- 


raan as ad-publicitv manager San 
Antorio Interstate Theatres, Chal- 


man going into Navy. 
New Texas Drive-In 
Austin, May 2. 
Eddie Joseph, owner of a Drive-In 
theatre here, plans to open another, 


' the Yank, in a few days. 


Manager Becomes Projectionist 
St. Louis. May 2. 


ton’s torrid troupe is getting here. 3 
had to to curb Robert Hall made manager Apollo, 
spirits. .Prineeton, Ill, operated by Bailey 


Enterprises. Ivan Switzer, former 
manager, is now the projectionist. 

George Gordon, Chicago, new 
anager Liberty. Libertyville, 
supplanting Ralph Armstrong, in 
Army. 

H. H. Andrews. formerly Marshalls 
town, Ia., took over Royal, Fulton, 


Rochester Drive-In Opens 


Rochester, N. Y., May 2. 
Rochester Drive-In theatre opened 
Saturday (22) with “This Is Army” 


and other ace screen fare reported 
booked. Mrs. Gradon Hodges, wile 
of Drive-In manager since it opened 
two years ago, likely will take 
charge. Hodges is now assistant 
manager at RKO Palace. 


Hilgers, Ex-20th, Now Exhib 
El Paso, May 2. 

Crawford Theatre sold by C. C., 
Dues to H. S. Leon. head of theatre 
circuit bearing his name, and C. EF. 
Hilgers both of Dallas. Hilgers, 
manager 20th-Fox branch in Dallas, 
resigned to manage this house. Leon 
has several theatres in western Tex- 
as and also in Amarillo and Browns- 
ville. 


Another N. Y. House Goes Spanish 


T. & J. Theatre Corp. leased Tif- 
fany theatre and Art theatre, both 
in Bronx, N. ¥%, through Berk & 


Krumgold, 

Tiffany continues policy of playing 
British films. Art to show Spanish 
pictures, 


* Baldwin Vice Marcus 
Kansas City, May 2. 
Thomas L. Baldwin, for years at 
Columbia exchange, upped to mana- 
ecr; succeeds B. C. Marcus, recently 
made midwest division manager. 


Metro Exploitation Changes 
William Green. Metro’s exploita- 
tion rep in Des Moines area, trans- 
ferred to more important Chicago 


territory, succeeding Ted Galant 
as assistant to William G. Bishop 
there. Galanter moved to Seattle- 


Portland areas. Austin J. McGough 
joins Metro to handle Des Moines. 


Nick Warner to Navy 
Charlotte. N. C.. May 2. 
J. W. Carroll, manager Wake, Ra- 
leigh, transferred to Durham to man- 
age Criterion there. Sueceeds Nick 
Warren, inducted into Navy. 


Goldberg To Open State, Omaha 
Omaha, May 2. 

State theatre owned by Ralph D. 
Goldberg Enterprises, idle for two 
years, opens soon, according to Her- 
man Levy. general manager. House 
was closed by court injunction asked 
by Tristates Theatres Corp., Gold- 
berg’s opposition. 

Apparently. this squabble has been 
ironed out. Goldberg has acquired 
WPB okay for material prioritics. 
Plans to remodel and re-equip. The- 
atre seats 880. State was formerly 
the Sun and first deluxe film house 
here. 
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WHILE AT THE NEW YORK 


PARAMOUNT 


ATTENDANCE | | | 


LONGEST ENGAGEMENT 


NOW ON PERSONAL APPEARANCE TOUR 


June 2, Downtown, Detroit 
June 9, Albee, Cincinnati 
June 16, Palace, Cleveland 


May 11, RKO Boston 
May 19, Riverside, Milwaukee 
May 26, Oriental, Chicago 
Opening June 23 at the Waldorf-Astoria's Starlight Roof for 4 weeks 
Appearing with the Mexican Symphony in August as Guest Conductor for 5 Weeks 


Reporting to M-G-M Sept. 15... Ready to work on a new picture. 


Broadcasting For 


DUBONNET 
Every Wednesday Nite Mutual—Coast-to-Coast 
Exclusive COLUMBIA RECORDS Dir.: M.C.A. Exclusive M-G-M Artist 
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CBS in Hot Spot on Summer Shows; 
Must Build Sustainers As Clients Exit 


CBS execs find themselves with? 
one large-size headache in finding 
sustainers to take over time spots 
vacated by clients during the sum- 


Beats Whistling 


Group of army officers re- 


mer, Net had anticipated that most cently tock over virtually the 
entire wing of a midtown N. Y. 
coupled with tight time situation of the top 

wherein very few sustainers were | 
: agencies located in an_ office 


on the air, leaves them a bit un- 
prepared and has cued a hasty build- 
ing of at least six new shows. 

Fix web finds itself in is indicated 
by holes resulting from summer re- 
placement of “Lux Radio Theatre.” 
Stanza leaves air for an eight-week | 
period starting July 17 and will be 
replaced by Lever Bros.’ “Mayor of | 
the Town.” for the first half-hour | 


segment of the Monday, 9-10 p.m. | bd 
slot. A new show sponsored by the | é é efs nings 
Lockheed Aircraft Corp. will fill the | 

last half-hour, Foote, Cone & Beld- | 

ing, agency for Lockheed, hasn’t set | A ? 

the show's format yet but the client | t 10 OwWOW 
likes Joseph Cotten, who headed the | 

Sunday afternoon “America—Ceiling | ; ; 
Unlimited” which Lockheed dropped! An entire session will be devoted 
Sunday (30) because of its low rat-|to television at_the 15th Institute 


building across the street. 


By means of printed signs, the 
officers carried on a day-long ro- 
mance with the femme secre- 
tarial staff in the agency. By 
quitting time 12 of the girls had 
dates. 


ing. Decision on new show is due | for Education by Radio in Columbus 
in next two weeks. “Mayor” moves | this week, it was decided yesterday 
slot and this leaves the net one of | conducted by Ohio State U, has set 
the holes to be filled. CBS expects | aside Saturday (6) night for the 
turing Paul Baron's orch. Speakers at this session will be 
Other problems stem from shows | James D. McLean, of General Elec- 
will take an eight-week hiatus. How- | Seldes, in charge of CBS television 
ever silver lining is new show to be} programs: Carl Menzer, director of 
will take over Sunday afternoon spot} Kenneth G. Bartlett, director of 
previously occupied by “Ceiling.” | radio at Syracuse U; and Leonard 
being considered for that spot by the | New York. Television Broadcasters 
agency, Morse International. Assn. will issue a special news 
Will Baltin, secretary-treasurer of 
the association, is handling details. 
Ohio State conclave has devoted any 
- time to the new medium and dele- 
gates are expected to hear blueprints 
y rip ers i for use of the sight-sound system in 
“ Feeling is that tele in classrooms, 
espcially in juve grades, opens up 
ospl OWS fertile channels for educators with 
Writers War Board Soldiers and that public school systems will step 
Sailors Script Committee members |!" With video sessions as soon as 
are squawking about the brushoff the equipment is made available. 
committee is getting from prominent 
claim these scripters are reneging War, Politics Get Nod 
on promises made to write material 
especially now when there is an in- 
creased need for such material. Com- J h ? R 
plaining members say they’ve been 0 nstone $ egrets 
turning out most of the copy needed, That the nets are more concerned 
down on the job and “shirking a/ invasion buildup and national con- 
patriotic duty.” ; vention coverage than in charting 
Writers War Board supplies Army radio’s post-war course is further 
Special Services with materia! for |evidenced in the withdrawal of G. 
terial especially needed include short | special features for the Blue net- 
blackout skits, monologs and gags.| work, from participation in the In- 
rectly for G. I. use. Hospital mate- | opens Friday (5) at Columbus. 
rial particularly has to be short be-| Johnstone had been skedded to lead 
longer pieces. Theatre writers: have |News After the War” but the cur- 
contributed but they're not equipped, | rent D-day jitters around the webs 
Committee members say that two | Institute. 
years ago a large number of radio's | Similarly, Paul White, director of 
a meeting in New York and promised 
to write regularly for the soldier | 1° CBS, also skedded to participate 
: in the panel, bowed out, as reported 
done so. Many instead, it’s claimed, : 
dug old stuff out of the trunk that However, the industry as a whole 
permission to use their radio scripts, the Columbus Institute, which con- 
without rewriting thém for stage or |timues until May 8, as reflected in 
inent writer has fulfilled his pledge | the four nets and their affiliates. 
to write directly for the committee. | 2 
right to be making so much money | : 
out of the war and not contribute to | Sell Baking Powder? 


over from the Saturday, 7-7:30 p.m. | (Tuesday). The Institute, which is 
to use a light musical, probably fea- | subject, “Television and Education.” 
like the Burns & Allen stanza which /tric’s electronics dept.; Gilbert 
sponsored by Vicks Chemical which] radio at State University of Iowa: 
Understood that dramatic airer is| power, electronics consultant of 
letter for the Columbus session. 
alm rus 0 Tele session marks first time the 
the field of education. 
strong possibilities being expressed 
radio script writers. Some of them 
for use in soldier entertainment, 0 P -W ( f b 
ver Fost-War Uontab, 
while the rest of the craft is laying | at the moment over the impending 
use in camps, hospitals, ete. .Ma-|W. Johnstone, director of news and 
The material has to be written di-| stitute for Education by Radio, which 
cause patients can’t concentrate on | 4 discussion on “What About Radio 
it’s claimed, for quick gag stuff. cued his message of regrets to the 
most prominent comedy writers held news 
program, but that few have actually | last tosis, 
was corny or dated. Or they gave | Is manifesting unusual interest in 
G. I. use. Members say no prom- the representation list from each of 
Squawking committee members state | 
these scripters “haven't the moral | Hillbilly Ayemmer T 
soldier needs. 


Another example of the trend} 


PHIL HARRIS OKAYED laway from daytime serials is seen in | 
| the interest being shown by the Jac- | 


‘hi? Harris nas been avprvoved | mitted to them by the Leo Burnett | 


but rot yet signed, as substitute con- lagency for a morning network show. | Robinson, Jr., radio head at Young & } 


ductor of Kay Kyser’s “Kolicge of Called the “K. C. Jamboree.” the 
Musical Knowledge” while Kyser!show stars Curly Bradley, Prairie 
takes a vacation this stwnmer.| Ramblers, Cliff Soubier, Clarence 
While Harris is .ot signatu’ed for | Hartzell, Patti Clayton and others. 

the Lucky Strik» sponsored show | Jacques Co., makers of K. C. bak- 
that is said to remain only a for-|ing powder, have heretofore use‘ | 


miatity. spot announcements but con- 
Harris, now on the Jack Beiny | sidering a 59-station hookup for show 


show, will take over from Wyser/submitted. Of networks considered. 
with the broadcast of July 5, and}|NBC seems to have inside track at 
will remain for 13 weeks, present. 


Chicago, May 2. | 


EVELYN KNIGHT 
Greetings All and Hi-De-Ho— 
Evelyn Knight's on the Falstaff 
Show. 

That's the Falstaff Beer program, 
every Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day, Blue Network. Other radio ap- 
pearances include Million Dollar 
Band, Broadway Matinee and Philco 
tadio Hall of Fame. Also featured 
currently at New York's Blue Angel 
and recording for Decca Records. 

Management: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, INC. 


Hopkins Legiters 
Via NBC Linked To 


Tele Drama Plans 


Recent preem of “Arthur Hopkins 
Presents,” 11:30 p.m. hour-long sus- 
tainer once weekly on NBC, for se- 
ries of dramat revivals of legit suc- 
cesses is béing tabbed by some in 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Bob St. John subbing for Jack Vandercook on Alka Seltzer’s news 
roundup on NBC five-nights-a-week with Elmer Peterson taking over in 
the Sufiday night 11:15 spot. Vandercook shoved off last week for inva- 
sion assignment in the Mediterranean area....Frank McCall, NBC news- 
room topper, arrived in London last week for invasion duties... .Robert 
Leslie Bellem, author of the Dan Turner detective stories, has been brought 
in to write and edit scripts for the Boris Karloff-Blue “Creeps By Night” 
chiller. ...Eli Cass now assisting Cy Howard writing comedy materia! for 
the NBC “Palmolive Party” Saturday night airer featuring Barry Wood 
and Patsy Kelly....N. P. Colwell shifted from Chi sales staff of Joseph H. 
McGillvra to New York office. Robert S. Russell of the New York staff 
switches in the opposite direction. 

Dick Dorrance, CBS sales promotion, trained out Sunday (30) for swing 
through west with stops skedded at WBBM, KNX and KMOX....“Colum- 
bia Presents Corwin” due for Life mag pictorial treatment in early issue 
....Ben Kaplan, radio ed and columnist for Providence Bulletin, in town 
for CBS tele luncheon (27) and to line up talent for R. I. war bond rally 
in June. Kaplan has been named state chairman of drive....Ted Collins 
made all the sports pages last week with announcement he had signed 
Fordham’s Jim Crowley, now a Navy commander, to coach Boston Yan- 
kees, pro football team purchased by Kate Smith’s manager a year ago..., 
First N. Y. press party for Frank Sinatra since he got up in lights was 
tossed Tuesday (2) during cocktail hour at Toots Shor’s by CBS and J, 
Walter Thompson. 

Gil Martyn new announcer for “Dick Tracy” while George Ansbro will 
handle “Sammy Kaye's Serenade.” Both on the Blue....George Lewis 
assigned by Mutual press department to exploitation and outside contact 
instead of press news, with Jean Baer upped to handling news releases. ... 
Harriet Van Horne, World-Telly raciio ed, doing book on radio for Simon & 
Schuster. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


New berth has been created at J. Walter Thompson agency for Carroll 
Carroll, who for years has been writing all that wordage for Bing Crosby 
and more recently took on the added burden of ditto’ing for brother Bob 
and Les Tremayne. Portfolio carries title of editorial supervisor of all 
JWT Coast originations....Jack Carson show has been renewed for an- 
other cycle by Campbell soup....Orson Welles’ triplicate writers, Lou 
Quinn, Bud Pearson and Les White, optioned for another 13. Bob Presnell, 
head of the Hollywood office for Compton, will fill the production berth 
vacated by Jack Johnstone. Headman is and always will be Mr. W.... 
Maj. Frank Healey resumed his radio activities following medical dis- 
charge. He packaged shows before the big fuss started....Craig Maudsley 
in from the east to take over Hollywood office of Dancer, Fitzgerald & 
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Henry Hoople here to get away from that Chicago jinx. He’s collabing 
with Fred Fox on a new script show for Procter & Gamble inspection.... 
Philly's Ike Levy lolling in ease with the missus at Arrowhead Springs 


the industry as part of the net's 
long range television blueprint. 
Broadway producer has presented 
Frank Craven, Louis Calhern and 
Dorothy Gish as first in long line of 
legit stars skedded for the series. 
Feeling is that Hopkins, working 
with NBC scripters, producers, tech- 


nicians and radio actors in support- | 
ing roles, will be able to point the | 
production |! 


way towards making 
transitions necessary when sight is 
wedded to the sound channels. When 
the web resumes live studio broad- 


casts on tele, it’s agreed, Hovukins. | 


or someone possessing similar legit 
experience, will be a very handy guy 
to have around. 

Problem of obtaining talent for 
video also would be simplified some- 
what because of the vet showman’s 
wide acquaintance with name per- 
formers. And added to all this. of 
course, is the prestige automatically 
adhering to a television nerformance 
produced and directed by the pilot 
of so many Broadway successes. 

Significance of the Hopkins NBC 
series also is enhanced by the pres- 
ence on the staff of Wyliss Cooper 
as scripter. Cooper recently moved 
into an active role in the web's tele 
department following announcement 
that studio activities would be re- 
sumed in the near future. 

Tele Workshop's Legiters 

The Television Workshop group. 
N. Y., which recently televised 
“Romeo and Juliet” via DuMont has 
mapped out an ambitious series of 
legit successes to be adapted for 
video during the next few months. 
Troupe plans to move into CBS's 
Grand Central station building tele- 
vision studios with “Winterset.” 
“Journey's End,” “Street Scene” and 
other dramas. 

Also announced by the Workshop 


matic scripts with the winner's con- 


tribution slated for broadcasting 


is a contest for original tele dra-| 


sometime in June either at DuMont | 


or CBS. 


TOM EVERETT QUITS 
Y&R RADIO MAY 15 


Tom Everett, assistant to Hubbell | 


Rubicam, has resigned effective May | 
15. With expansion of Y&R talent} 
dept., Everett asked for title of tal-| 
ent head of the agency and when! 
job was not forthcoming decided to, 


| 


bow out. | 


Shows on which he handled talent | 
are: “Aldrich Family.” “Ellery | 
Queen,” “March of Time,” “Duffy's | 
Tavern” and the forthcoming Alan 
Young show. 


resort hotel before the Navy takes it over early this month....Arch Oboler 
| passed out gifts to script clerks, secretaries and NBC sound girls as renewal 
came through for “The Ronald Colman Show,” which he writes and pro- 
duces....Walter Craig on continual day and night prowl to line up that 
|} summer Maxwell House show....Ted Hediger in town to audition “Keeping 
Up With the Joneses” for Ruthrauff & Ryan....Frank Mullen, NBC's gen- 
| eral manager, around for the first time in four years. Said he came out 
| to “check up” but found Sid Strotz’s operation in such splendid condition 
‘that there was nothing to do but to bask in our slightly damp climate 

| Most sought-after pic star for guesting is Cass Daley. who could have 
her own.show many times over if Paramount would but say the word. 
If Charlie Ruggles gets the Maxwell show it’s because she can't take it.... 
Artie Shaw being peddled around with a new band and already several 
nibbles. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Jack Brooks, production manager of WHAS, Louisville, in town... .J. L. 
| Van Volkenburg, CBS assistant manager here; Florence Warner, WBBM- 
CBS Education Director, and Shep Chartoc, WBBM-CBS publicity and 
special events head, will attend Institute for Education by Radio in Colum- 
bus starting May 4....George W. Thomas, WBKB station manager, suf- 


fering from a nervous breakdown and is confined to his home... .Peter 
Lyon, Eastern regional director of the Radio Writers’ Guild, flew in last 
week to confer with local Guild officers on organization matters....Na- 


tional Barn Dance gang have been offered a week’s New York theatre date 
_...First movement of Roy Shields’ “Union Pacific Suite” will be heard on 
the UP’s NBC series May 6 with Shields himself going to Canada, where 
the show originates, to conduct....Farewell dinner was given last week 
at the Illinois Athletic Club by members of WLS departments for Rod 
Cupp, production manager, who left for Kansas City to become program 
director of KMBC....Gene Lewis, of WMRO, Aurora, Ill., has replaced 


11, according to word received from War Dept. by his mother....El Henry, 
Blue Network publicity head, addresses the National Publicity Assn. at 
the Morrison hotel on May 5....Don Norman has signed managerial con- 
tract with Jimmy Parks. 

Judie and Julie, formerly heard over WKRC, Cincinnati, have joined 
the WLS talent staff....WBBM extended its signing off time from 1 to 2:30 
a.m. CWT, effective last week and is now on the air 21 hours daily... 
Shirley Dickinson replaced Marion Claire, who was ill, as singing lead on 
the Chicago Theatre of the Air show, “Sava,” Saturday night (29).... 
Charles Irving, actor-announcer-narrator, is back at mike after three- 
week vacation in Mexico....Dolores Dinning, 15-year-old sister of the 
Dinnings. is in town and will fill in for Jeary Dinning, who is taking time 
out for a blessed event....Halloween Martin, long a favorite with early 
morning listeners, has joined the WCFL staff and is heard six times weekly 
at 7:15 a.m. for a half hour....Gordon Gray, WBBM announcer and nar- 
| rator, leaves the station within the next few days to free lance. 


Swift Grabs Another 
B’fast Club Spot To 
Go Six Times Weekly 


Chicago, May 2. 
With the signing up for another 
day’s participation on the “Breakfast 
Club” Swift & Co. become the only 
network advertiser carrying a Six- 
times weekly daytime show. 
After more than three years as 


“MINSTRELS, ‘SEZ YOU’ 
IN TIME SWITCHES 


Chicago, May 2, 

With the switching of two shows 
to another spot, “The Blue Frolics,” 
Blue network series heard across the 
board five-times weekly, is due for a 
change of programming, beginning 
May 13. 

On that date the Monday show of! 


| 
‘the series “Sez You” will be switched | 8:45-9 a.m. slot sponsor of Blue Net- 


t | work’s “Breakfast Club,” Mondays 
Blue | to Fridays, company took over the 
Minstrels,” formerly neara Friday| same session on Saturdays, effective 
afternoons, will take over the 2:30; yesterday (1), giving them six sips 
Saturday spot when Metropolitan! a week. Contract went through J. 
opera broadcasts formerly were) Walter Thompson here and was 
heard. Time formerly occupied by; handled by John Eurice of that com- 
these “Frolic” shows will be filled at| pany and Tom Clark representing 
present by variety musical shows. | Blue Network. 


to 2 p.m, Saturday and 


Sample from Jim West, who assumes other duties with the company...® 
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7 Augie Klein, now in Army, in the WLS Rangers....Capt. Curtis Gi a 
Johnston. former local radio actor, has been missing in action since April 
in? 
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BATTLE LINES DRAWN 


Paging Mr. Einstein 


CAB ‘Crossley) has worked out a system for computing ratings on 
Fastern programs broadcast between 10:30 and 11 p.m. (EWT), sur- 
veyed by what it calls the “equivalent of a telephone coincidental 


sechnique.” 
Here’s how they explain it: 


coin. CWT + day 


country in its proper weight.” 
It SHOULD happen to Hitler! 


Divide the coincidental rating in the Central time zone by the 
gay-part rating in the Central time zone, i.e., 
-part CWT = X 

“2. Multiply the day-part rating in the Eastern time zone by X. 

“9 Add this adjusted rating for the late hour programs in EWT to 
aciual coincidental rating for the same programs in the balance of the 


P&G-Blue ‘Lend-Lease’ Arrangement 
New Twist in Sales Technique 


Unusual deal worked out between # 


| M’Cray Vice Wright 


she Blue Network and Procter & 
Gamble, which has purchased the 12 
noon) to 12:30 spot effective July 
€, is seen as possibly inaugurating 
new “lend-lease”’ policy in pro- 
gramming. 

P & G is taking over the network-. 
produced quiz-stunt show, “Ladies 
Be Seated.” emceed by Ed East, and 
currently a 2:30 p. m. across board 
sustainer. The web, however, has 
steadfastly refused to yield the rights 
io the production. However, it has 
egreed to lend-lease the show to the 
sponsor until next Jan. 3, when it 
reverts back to the Blue. 

Thus P & G takes over “Ladies” 
to warm up the noon-time spot 
while it builds its own program 
zlong similar lines. Important rami- 
fications beneficial to the sponsor are 


seen stemming from such a lend- 
lease deal, however, since it will 
have the effect of identifying the 
sponsored product with “Ladies” 
even after it reverts back to the 
network as a sustaining show or 
takes on another trademark. 


Wide Horizons 
In Blackout 


Clouds which partially obscured 
EBoois Aircraft Nut Co.’s “Wide Hor- 


izons” with the dropping two weeks 
#g0 of its Sunday night television 
show on W2XWV-Dulh. ont. N. Y., 


zave way to blackest night this week 
when it was learned the WOR-Mu- 
tual Eddie Dowling emceed stanza 
heard Sunday afternoons also is on 
the way out. Boots’ “Horizons” com- 
pletely disappears as of May 28. 
Dowling, it’s understood. will bow 
off before final stanza with Casey 
Jones, his side partner on the show, 
taking over for a couple of broad- 
cests from the West Coast. Aircraft 
supply concern’s program had no di- 
rect sales appeal to listeners, but it’s | 
leported the outfit succeeded in 
lending a juicy war contract as a re- 
sult of their ether efforts which were | 
spotted through Cecil & Presbrey. 


Mary Margaret M’Bride 
To Air From Garden, 
N.Y.; May Go Full Web 


Margaret McBride, WEAF, | 
interviewer, takes over Madi- 
Square Garden May 31 to cele- 
orate her 10th anni on the air. The 
1-2 p.m. stanza wil] originate from 
the Sports center and the audience 
will see a fashion show from 2-3 p.m. 

idea for the Garden presentation 
£rew out of crowd of over 20,000 that 
turned out for Miss McBride's second | 
celebration held in Grand | 
Ce ntral Palace, N. Y. Current cele- | 
oration will be emceed by Fred } 
Waring, who has performed the same 
«nni chore Since the Palace show. 
Meny of those whom Miss McBride 
‘as interviewed on her program are 
expected to appear with possibility 
‘hat airer will be expanded to full 
network, 


Mary 


son 


Garden occasion will also be used 
to keynote new drive for recruits in 
WAC, WAVES, SPARS, Marines and 
nurses, 


{siderable squawking in some quar- 


will 
| 

l'owned stations, and will attend one 
| universities of Chicago, Stanford U. 


land U. C. L. A. 


Theological Seminary. 


As NBC Program Mgr. 


Thomas C. McCray becomes east- 
ern program manager at NBC next 


Monday (8), succeeding Wynn 
Wright, who was recently named na- 
tional production manager at the 


same net. 

McCray was with WTIC, Hartford, 
and the radio division of the Office 
of Censorship in N. Y. 


New WMC Ruling 
Break for Agcys. 


New ruling handed down by the 


War Manpower Commission gives 
agency production men same status 
of essentiality as those with net- 
works. As a result, agency execs 


are breathing more easily, since a 
number of key writers, directors and 
producers’ ‘had been™tabtf@d 1A and 
were subject to call pending clari- 
fication of the “over 26” situation. 
Distinction drawn earlier by WMC 
between web production men and 
those in agencies had provoked con- 


ters, the position being taken that 
agency men are rendering the same 
contribution as draft-exempt net- 


work reps. 
WMC points out that agency men | 
subject to call still must apply fer | 
essential certification, with all re- | 
classifications being made upon re- | 
quest after study of the cases. | 


NBC’s be Ministry | 
Buildup Via Awards 
To Summer Institutes 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


NBC and the Congregational- 
Christian Churches will award five 
fellowships each year to ministers 


in the active pastorate. Ministers 
be selected from cities where 
NBC has affiliates or managed and 
of NBC’s Summer Institutes at the 
Another fellowship 
outstanding | 
the Chicago | 
This one car- 
ries a $1,000 stipend plus attendance | 
at one of the summer institutes and | 


awarded to an 
graduate by 


ill be 
seminary 


Service Counselor, will be chairman 
of the fellowship administration com- | 
mittee which also includes, among } 


others. Dr. Everett Parker. asst. 10 | 
the manager of the NBC Public | 
Service Dept. who originated the 
idea. 


DORIS HAVENS’ WCAU EXIT 
Philadelphia, May 2. 


past 12 


Doris Havens, for the 
'weare director of auditions and pro- 
lducer at WCAU, left last week ‘o 
her nusband, Harry Marble, 
who recently joined CBS after} 


medical discharge from th: 


getting 


| Arnuy. 


| Situation remains tense despite de- 


| Ago and Fai 


|radio for A. & S. Lyons agency, after 


{ the offer. Latter 
it 


+ 


OUT LIM 
BUT 


Bombshell dropped into the ranks 
of the embrvo television broadcast- 
ing industry by Paul W. Kesten, CBS 
exec vV.p.. (27) blew up 
on the instant with practically every 
other outfit now in tele production, 
or planning entry 


last week 


soon, counter- 
attacking with a barrage of bitter 
criticism against the web's revolu- 
policy. Proposal to aban- 
con current activities and move to 
higher frequencies above 200 mega- 
cycles better 
fined (preferably in color) 
on the surface seems to have CBS 
waging a lone battle. 

Close observers. however, are not 
overlooking the fact that the Paley 
web undoubtedly will be welcomed 
with open arms by the Armstrong- 
Damm-Shepard FM organization 
and there is reason to believe that 


tionary 


with larger and de- 


Images 


Are You Kidding? 


To overcome the “transcription 
bogey,” WOV, N. Y., will 
nounce transcriptions 
rhyme. Sample rhyme goes: 

“I came, I saw, I conquered,” 

Was Caesar's brief description. 

He was short and to the point— 

And so is this transcription. 


an- 
in 


rigley Mulling 
4 Service Shows 


Chicago, May 2. 
With “American Women,” current- 


the Blue network and Mutual, hith- 
erto stymied in tele because of no 
broadcasting facilities, might also go 
along on the “deferred but better” 
proposition. 

The entire matter, of course, will 
eventually wind up before the FCC 
atter reports of the RTPB have been 
filed. Battle lines are now being 
drawn for the real struggle over tele 
frequencies and other regulations 
which will be waged then. FM’ers, 


up to now, have been alone in their | 


efforts to gfa&b lower spots on the 
‘Continued on page 44) 


Sinatra, Sponsor 
Come to Grips On 
Parade Tunes 


Differences between 
tra and his’ Lucky 
Parade” sponsor reached a climax 
on Saturday (29) night prior to air 
time. Result was that Sinatra didn’t 
sing any of the “top three” songs. 


Frank Sina- 
Strike “Hit 


nials from both sides. 

According to Sinatra’s spokesman, 
the controversy arose when Foote 
Cone & Belding, on behalf of the 
the Voice 


Informed 


ly aired over CBS 5:45 to 6 p.m. 
(EWT), about to be replaced in fa- 
vor of an all-army show during the 


same _ period, the Wrigley Radio 
Shows will take on an all-service 
flavor. Shows currently aired by 


Wrigley in addition to “American 
Home” are “America [In the Air,” a 
saga of the Army Air Force heard 
6:30 to 7 (EWT) Sundays and “First 
Line,” which dramatizes the U. S. 
| Navy and is broadcast from 10 to 
10:30 (EWT) Thursday. 


week that Wrigley gum would be 
| withdrawn from the market for ci- 
| vilian use, is playing around with 
ithe idea of taking two 

| nighttime spots on either the Blue 
jor Mutual, which would give the 
icompany additional air time for a 
|show for the Marine Corps, thus 
| giving all four branches of the serv- 


ice representation on Wrigley air 
shows. Wrigley, who originally can- 


‘celled out “American Women” April 
/28. and since has taken two four- 
| week extensions, is expected to drop 
| the CBS time in favor of two even- 
ing spots on either Blue or Mutual 
; when, as and if the spots become 
available. 


Forbes Switch Cues 
Y&R Swing Into Large 
Scale Video Activities 


Moveover May 15 of William 


Sponsor, on 
Tiursday that he would sing both | 
the No. 3 and No. 1 tunes on the 
show. However. on Friday, the} 


that he was | 
ong. Later 


agency notified Sinatra 
to sing only the No. 1 


that day at a conference at Music 
Corp. of America Sinatra refused to 
do the top tune if he couldn't do} 
ij both and the sponsor was so noti- 


fied. 

Result was that the Voice sang only 
three songs on the Saturday (29) 
session when he usually does four. | 


This marks first time in year on the | 
that he has sung less. Joan Ed- 
wards, gal vocalist on stanza, sang 
“I Love You.” No. 1 tune, and “Long 
Away, No. 3, while the 
Mark Warnow played 
song, ‘“‘Love, Love, Love.’ 


show 


under 
the No. 2 


orcn 


AGCY. AS RADIO HEAD 


Harry Ommerle is new head of 


being with Ruthrauff & Ryan as a} 
veepee. Ommerle resigned his | 
agency post, where he was well-| 
renched, because of a preference | 
for the talent end of the business. | 
He was formerly agenting with 


William Morris when R&R made him 
agency has set no 
as yet for Ommerle. 


repleceme! 


RKO's Newscast 
RKO Radio has signed 


deal with | 


{NBC to sponsor the Ed Herlihy news 


broadcast Sundays, 4:55 p.m. | 


| large-scale tele operations. 


| estimated 


| Brokers 


WSNY for 


Forbes to Young & Rubicam from 


| CBS. where he was executive assist- 


management, marks fir 
of agency into 
Forbes 
video division of the 
agency, hasn't done much in 
the field as yet. He'll be assi: 
John Southwell and Jack Barry, both 
of whom joined Y&R recently. 


the 
entrance 


ant to 
step in 


the 


which 


1] 
wil 


head 


ted by 


an offer to head the radio depart- 
ment at Foote, Cone & Belding at an 
salary of $25,000-$30,000 


| Reported that Forbes turned down 
| 


| per year to join Y&R. 


PHILLY STATIONS RID 
AIR OF TIME BROKERS 


subsequent chance to work for the Philadelphia, May 2 
nines of the veer on Oe. ime brokers,” once a _ Philly 
ctations Al] fel- | Sinetra hadnt sung any of the “first pete 
lof one of NBC's stations. Ail ! three,’ radio institution, were ater 
|lows will be chosen on the basis of | Swit) fro the ether scene entirely la: 
their ability in the radio field. Re- | i week 
ligious denominational affiliations OMMERLE 10 LYONS Last station to get rid of the 
will not be a factor. ‘prokers’ was WHAT, whose neé 
Dr. James R. Angel], NBC Public rrexy, William Banks, notified ther: 


that their contracts would not be re- 
Eewead 


Stunt used by “brokers” was ‘9 


purchase a bloc of time from a Sta- 
iion and farm it out to small adver- 
tisers, a small chunk each. 


dabbled mainly in ftoreiy: 


Janguage programs. 


WSNY Cited 
Schenectady, May 2 

Schenectady Blood Bank 
certificate of merit to 
the station’s outstanding 
publicizing the bank’s 
acti Presentation was 
on Jim Healy’s news program. 


The 


presented a 


services in 


villes. 


Y&R Takes Action to Protect Clients 
From N.G. Surveys That Grow Out 
Of Cash-Dispensing Air Gimmic 


Contending that the honest sta- 
tion operators are being penalized 


and that advertising clients are being 
kidded by “meaningless surveys,” 
ag tation is growing among the top 
agencies to crack down on stations 
that lure listeners via the money 
giveaway route. Reported action 
taken by Young & Rubicam, 
which is shifting its business from 
coin giveaway stations to those op- 
posed to such types of programs is 
seen as teeing off a new policy that, 
it's hoped in many quarters, may 
eventually rid the airwaves of what 
some agency execs label as “out and 
out chiseling.” 

“Insofar as it is possible,” it was 
Stated last week by a Y & R exec, 


Just 


“all our future business will be 
placed with stations that practice 
sound, logical programming.” It’s 


contended by the exec that the in- 
creasing growth of the money give- 
away shows by many of the smaller 
independent stations around the 
country is a blight on the industry 
as a whole? that it is retarding the 
efforts of the “honest operators” who 
are trying to do a‘job; that the ad- 
vertiser suffers because he still buys 
on a rating basis, and that the in- 
flaied figures disclosed in surveys in 


| Hooper and Crossley cities for the 


tinv-watt 


} Since, in 
P. K. Wrigley, who announced last | ; 


half-hour | 


Service 


| giveaway 


meaningless 
view of the manner in 
which the money. giveaway shows 
operate, there is no proof of the lis- 
tening pull of these stations. 

Recent cancellation of the rating 
bv several stations in the 
survey cities is attributed by agency 
nen to what they term the “mean- 
such. surveys where 
listener pull all goes to the one 
tation capitalizing on the cash 
simmick. 


stations are 


inglessness” of 


tne 


As one of the execs put it: “It 
| stands to reason that when a tiny 
watt station beats the pants off a 
50.000-watter with an_ established 


reputation, it just doesn’t make ary 


sense and is based on a false pre- 
mise. Yet this is what is happening 
in many cities. Certainly it nullifies 


the effectiveness of surveys.” 
Several Class A stations in recent 
weeks, it's pointed out, have reached 


| the saturation point*of patience with 


smaller competitors luring aue 
diences with the dollar promise and 
lining up with the agencies in an 
effort to abolish the practice. 


are 


Montgomery Ward 
Air Treatment Brings 
CIO ‘Fair Play’ Appeal 


lat 


\as 


found | 
seizure 


Radio commentators 
the Montgomery Ward 
somewhat of a mickey when the nets 
and almost all local radio stations 
received wires from the CIO union 
involved appealing to the commen- 
the character of 


tators to consider 


the issues involved and the necessity 
for fairness. Mutual, in particular, 

as singled out because of the na- 
ture of Boake Carter’s commentary 
on the situation Latter likened it 


tine treatment of tne 


democratic press. Union's protest to 
Mutual reported to be in the nature 
of a telephone call to Tom Slater, 
the net's ne chief and a request 
for script of Carter's broadcast 

W: ing has left the commenta- 
tol vyho had slammed the Govern- 

ent’s move ‘wondering whether 
they might have offended the pro- 
labor portion of their audiences. 


‘Civil Air Patrol Plans 


| geared 


made 
jnetwork 


‘Keep Fit’ Co-op Show 
Geyer. Cornel] & Newell ieadying 
entitled “Keep Fit to Fly,” 
for youths of pre-military 
age, for one of clients. Stanza 
to be staged in cooperation with the 
Civil Air Patrol. 


a Stanza 


Its 


Present format calls for across- 
the-board 15-minute stanzas at & 
late afternoon show, with the Blue 


es the outlet. 
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Chi, Minneapolis Strikes Con 


nue 


> on 


Despite WLB Back to Work Decree 


Washington. May 2. 


Striking musicians at WJJD, Chi.., | 
failed to} 


and KSTP, Minneapolis, 
return to work or notify station offi- 
cials as to when they would re- 
turn today (2), despite a War Labor 
Board order for them to do so, while 
negotiations to settle the dispute are 
under way. The matter was aired 
yesterday (1), 
that the final decisions shall be made 
by the Regional WLB setups and 


covered the rights of the musicians | 


with retroactivity provisions for any 
raises which may come from the rul- 


_ ings. Retroactive benefits are to date 


of the expiration of the old contracts. 


One of the chief issues of the case 
was not brought up—the union’s 
concern with the possible unemploy- 
ment of hundreds of its members 
due to the higher nitery tax which 
may close many spots. AFM is try 
ing to create more jobs to take care 
of these men, and the _ broadcast 
studios seem like a good place to 
start. 

Although nothing about this was 
mentioned, it became quite definite 
at the hearings that the question of 
where the union had the right to de- 
termine the number of men to be 
employed by radio stations was very 


and the WLB decided | 


| much in the picture. Broadcast in- 
terest in the case was reflected in 
the presence of NAB observers at 
the session. 

Joseph Padway was the 
spukesman for the Petrillo union. 
He said the union wanted $90 a 
| week for pancake turners at WJJD 
and at WIND, at Gary, Ind., which 
is largely fed by the Chicago outlet. 
As an alternative, he said AFM 
would agree to the $70 scale for 
pancake turners, providing the sta- 
tien would hire ‘‘a reasonable num- 
ber” of them. plus 10 musicians. 

Spokesmen for the station argued 
that the strike is a violation of 
labor’s “no strike” agreement, and 
argued that 25% of the station’s time 
is given over to war effort drives, 


chief 


ete. 
KTSP situation was somewhat 
different with William H. Davis, 


chairman of WLB agreeing that the 
case is not actually a strike. 


PEARE NOW GE VEEPEE 
Schenectady, May 2. 
Robert S. (Bob) Peare, manager 
of publicity and broadcasting for 
the General Electric Co. since 1940 
and chairman of its general adver- 
tising, has been elected a v.p. 


STAN’ LOMAX TURN 
/ 
DIAMONDS INTO GOLD? 


BECAUSE baseball interest is now 

running as high as a drive into the bleachers. 

And Stan Lomax, only sportcaster on a 

major New York station with a seven-nights-weekly 
15-minute program, is in the perfect spot to 

help you cash in on the baseball-diamond gold! 


BECAUSE Stan Lomax now chalks up 


a rating more than double last year’s. 


BECAUSE Stan Lomax is building extra prestige 
and popularity with both servicemen and 
civilians through his deft, straightforward emceeing 
of WOR’s Saturday Army hospital show, 


“This is Halloran”. 


BECAUSE Stan Lomax bats 1000 with 


all the family. 


(Crossley, Ine. 


reports that 


of the 26 people in every 10 homes tuned 
to Lomax, 10 are men, 10 are sport-conscious 
women, and 6 are juvenile Lomax fans.) 


BECAUSE Stan Lomax is now available for 
sponsorship on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday evenings—6:45 to 7:00 P.M. on WOR. 


Call or write NOW! 


That power-full station at 1440 B’way, New York 18 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Richard Haydn's appearances on the Philco-“Variety” “Hall of Fame” 
show Sunday (30), with the attendant “citation” accorded the guestar for 
his overseas performances in North Africa and elsewhere, had the War 
Dept. in Washington Monday (1) doing some quick checking through its 
USO-Camp Shows files to learn the “how, when and where” of Haydn's 
tour of the foxhole circuits. Camp Shows execs couldn't recall Haydn 
ever having made the trip and was curious to know whether it was “two 
other guys.” 

English comedian’s 30,000 tuek, the War Dept. finally learned, was made 
on behalf of ENSA, which is the British equivalent of Camp Shows, as 
part of Beatrice Lillie’s unit. 

Andrew N. McLellan, editor and publisher of St. John, New Brunswick, 
is readying the first issue of the National Television Review and FM 
Journal, monthly slated to preem sometime this month. First issue of 
10,000 copies will be circulated in this country, Canada and Latin America, 
according to prospectus. Mag will run about 50 pages, 10% by 744, and 
McLellan plans extensive use of photos, charts and diagrams. 

National Tele Review is first Canadian entry into the tele mag field 
which is expected to swell ravidly as soon as wartime fetters on the new 
industries are loosened. Dick Hubbell and Tom Kennedy recently prospec- 
tused tele monthly to be published in N. Y. 


Need of a hypo for Luckies’ “All Time Hit Parade” to stimulate dialer 
interest has brought about a change in format to allow for star inserts. 
Each week radio stars will be cut in on the show to build the impression 
that all the big names in radio are playing the game of “name the song 
before the gong.” 

Bob Hope and the missus inaugurate the new policy, May 12, followed 
by Eddie Cantor and Nora Martin, Burns and Allen and Ed Gardner and 
members of his “Duffy's Tavern” cast. Pickups will be geared for laughs 
built around the song-guessing game. Paul Phillips, producer of the Kay 
Kyser show, presides over the pickups. 


Wrigley Co.’s “American Women” program (weekdays over CBS) will 
devote next week’s program to USO activities. First program next Mon- 
day (8) will highlight USO-Camp Shows overseas work, with Peggy Aléx- 
ander, nitery singer and dancer, who's made four trips overseas, appear- 
ing as Camp Shows’ “average” unpublicized entertainer. 

Tuesday’s (9) program will honor service women, with a Wave from 
Chicago as guest. Wednesday's stanza will stress USO’s therapeutic and 
rehabilitation work; Thursday's, USO volunteers, and Friday's, mothers 
of men in service. 


“Radio Research 1942-43,” second in the series of volumes edited by Paul 
F. Lazarsfeld. director of Columbia U's office of radio research, and CBS 
v.p. Frank Stanton, has just been published. 

Book gives considerable space to daytime serials, includes a survey of 
radio in wartime and also deals at some length with analytical research 
through use of the program reaction method worked out by the editors 
and in use at CBS. Contribs include Helen J. Kaufman, John Gray Peat- 
man, Ernest Dichter, Hans Herma and others. 

Mutual has adopted a new policy whereby it is infiltrating all its sus- 
taining newscasts with,plugs for the web's other news shows. WOR, the 
net's N. Y. outlet, originally experimented with the idea, with Mutual 
toppers finding it paying off in listener dividends, so they adopted it to 
full network time. 

Giulio Rodeno, uncle of Lisa Sergio, commentator on WQXR, N. Y., ap- 
pointed by Marshall Badoglio as a member of the cabinet in the new 
government of liberated Italy. 


UAW’S SPONSORED SERIES 
Toledo, May 2. 
Local No. 12 of the United Auto- 
mobile Workers, CIO, is sponsoring 
a series of Sunday broadcasts, “Labor 
Views and News,” from 12:30 to 
12:45 over WTOL, beginning May 7. 
Philip Murray, CIO prexy, will 
be guest on the first broadcast. 


Shouse’s Post-War Aims 
Cincinnati, May 2. 

The Crosley Corp., through James 
D. Shouse, v.p. and gen. mgr. of its 
broadcasting division, has applied to 
the FCC for authority to build a 
frequency modulation station here 
after the war, and is also seeking a 
site for a television transmitter, both 
operations to be with the maximum 
allowable power. 


THE RADIO PROGRAMS 
DEPARTMENT OF TIME MAGAZINE 


‘ Announces with Pleasure That 


THE WELCH GRAPEJUICE COMPANY 
Through 


H. W. KASTOR & SONS 
Will Sponsor 


TIME VIEWS THE NEWS 


4:30-4:45 E.W.T.—Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
over 


The 183 Stations of the Blue Network 
Beginning June 5th 


THE RADIO PROGRAMS DEPT. OF TIME MAGAZINE 


THE MARCH OF TIME—TIME VIEWS THE NEWS 
—LET'S LEARN SPANISH — APRENDAMOS 
INGLES—THE WORLD AND AMERICA 


Mrs. Raymond Clapper 
To Both Conventions 
For Mutual Series 


Mrs. Raymond Clapper, widow of 
the news commentator killed in a 
South Pacific plane crash, will cover 
both the Democratic and GOP na. 
tional conventions for Mutual. Series 
of talks from Chi conclaves may be 
sponsored. 

Observers particularly on the po- 
litical scene, have known that Clap. 
per always valued the suggestions 
and ideologies of his wife. Latter js 
currently collecting columns, broad- 
casts, memoirs, etc., of her late hus- 
band for publication. 

Clapper was sponsored on Mutual 
by White Owl. 


Walt Bunker Takes 
On Alan Young Show 


Walter Bunker, director of the 
Jack Benny program, been 
named director of the Alan Young 
show for Bristol-Meyers which re- 
places Eddie Cantor, July 5, for the 
summer. He will come to N. Y. from 
the Coast late in June, following 
windup of the Benny series. 

Besides Young and Bea Wain, 
Peter Van Steedans’ orch and Dan 
Seymour, announcer, will comprise 
the talent. 


PACIFIC COAST 


PROGRAM NOTES 


Hear Ye, Diogenes! —Here’s the 
“Blue” and your Search is over. 


The “Blue” said two years ago: 


“Breakfast at Sardi’s” would be a 
winner. “Breakfast at Sardi’s” 
would sell sponsor's products like 
hotcakes. “Breakfast at Sardi’s” 
would have a waiting list of spon- 
sors. 


These were honest statements of 
fact, not prophecy. To-day, the truth 
is Out: 


“Breakfast at Sardi’s” is in First 


Place* among the nation’s morning 
shows! “Breakfast at Sardi’s” is a 
commercial paradise with a wait- 
ing list as long as your arm. 


NOW on the 
Pacific Blue 
Network is an- 
other crue-blue 


bet! 


“What's Doin’, 
Ladies?” has 
the sales- 
proved format 
of “Sardi’s.” 


It's a wise hat that 
knows Tom Brenne- 
man, your host om 
Sardi's! ‘ 
“What's Doin’, Ladies?” has the 
nimble-witted, super-salesman, 
Art Linkletter."“What's Doin’, 
ladies?” has, in truth, the hall- 
mark of a winner! 


Believe us this time, and don’t wait 
in line! 


"Speak of Glamour” 
Art Linkletter goes to work. 


and 


“What's Doin’, Ladies?” is on dur- 
ing ore of the high tune-in points 
of the day . . . 2:00 to 2:30 P. M. 


“What's Doin’, Ladies?” has more 
than. one-half of the commercial 
time already sold... fifteea 
Minute units two or three times 
a week are still available. 


“What's Doin’, tadies ?” demands 
action. Get a complete presenta- 
tion from your nearest Blue Net- 
work Office or... 


BLUE SPOT SALES 


New York + Chicago + Hollywood 
Detroit + Pittsburgh 


* March 1944, Hooper National Report 


PACIFIC BLUE NETWORK 
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Wednesday, May 3, 1944 ; 


‘An enchanted 


rolled across. 


Boston 


“,..and out stepped Evelyn Howe.” 

That’s the way story books might have written about it. 
You see, Evelyn Howe really is the Cinderella of Boston radio. 

She’s the pretty miss who—out of drab nowhere—rose to 
sudden fame as the charming emcee of WEEI’s Five O'Clock 
Follies. Through the magic of her vivid imagination and lively 
scripting, a WEEI studio becomes a seat on the aisle of a 
crowded theater...a stack of transcriptions comes to life. By 
her talent, the Follies turns into a bright musical matinee with 
all the spangles of a full-dress stage show. 

Part of the program is truly real. Almost every afternoon 
Evelyn plays microphone hostess to some top name in the 
entertainment field who is visiting Boston. {Among those most 
recently signing her guest book, youll find Captain Glenn 
Miller, Glen Gray, Frank Parker, Ralph Bellamy, Gracie 
Fields, Jerry Colonna, Billy Rose, Spike Jones and his City 
Slickers, Eleanor Steber, Helen Forrest, the Andrews Sisters— 
in short, a list yards long.) 

Evelyn Howe’s charm and friendliness are the only sorcery 
behind her fairy-book success. Before coming to WEEI, she 
worked at a department store counter, sold from door to door, 


appeared on smaller New Engiand stations —developing as 
she went a sincere, easy manner and persuasive personality. 

The same persuasiveness today works wonders with spon- 
sors commercials, Evelyn weaves them into her scripts, thus 
sustaining the lift and holiday mood of Five O’Clock Follies 
throughout. A few participations are still available, at low 
cost. Let us or Radio Sales show you how Evelyn Howe can 
use that persuasive personality to sell your product or service 
in WEEI's rich New England market. 


Radio Sales, the 


SPOT Brvadcasting 
Division of CBS 


Columbia’s Friendly Voice 
BOSTON + 590 Ke 


COLUMBIA OWNED 


— 
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Blue Earmarks 11:30 P.M. Across | Director Sees Radio Technique 


on Mutual will broadcast from 
Baltimore. May 19. in connectio: 


Board Series tor Insomnia Gang SS Still Sound When Television Arrives | 


Itli be a do ihle-dot ble for A 


feeling that radio directors with | tions are to be effective.” he 
“and the same casting metho 

by the screen will be emplo. 
television. 


their familiarity of sound utiliza- 


late-heur listening i rit gon along “the prograt wilt 


pared to step into television direc- 


thea joir lot-an 

and other type she . Biue ‘D ha DEAL FOR WINX 7 “oy nen of the original dot-and- tion, is held by Earl McGill, the CBS | “Actors on the airwavs will ha 
programs eat t t 11:30-11:55 Washington May “The radio director must coordi- | Vision, as Witness the success of 
Rugene Mever, publisher o nate many factors which require in- radio-trained actors as Dane ( 
Post negotiate Calmer, Walker On stantaneous editorializing, com- | Joan Tetzel and Skippy Home 
~_ the purchase of WINX here Pi }pared to the leisurely editorializing the stage and screen.” 

Programs are: Mot Sal 'Schase price is said to be $500,600. | CBS Tele Prem that exists on the stage and screen,” _——_-_-—_——_—— 
Amigos.” go lls al Latin- | Mever originally applied for a ra- =o declared McGill. “and-so will be able M | T kj 
American xnusie fea ing singer | dio license when WINX was opened. | ; BS, storm center of the curre | to adapt himself to the new -tech- utua a ing Over 


but the wave band was given to}. frigues necessary in television, more 


Victor ia Cor va: T ay Lawrence Heller. Washington Star | jrapidiy than his theatre and film Longacre Theatre. N. 


cert orch cond |counterparts. Radio is more ad- 


with Harriet O'Rourke, coloratura, from 8 to 10 p.m. Show will be in} yanced in the finer subtieties of | The Mutual Network is 

and guest inscr Wednesdays nit black-and-white and featutes Ned | sound, and the radio as well as the | over the Longacre theatre, oY. 

“Rumpus Room,” teatu ng publisher use his by-l Calmer in a 15-minute news session television director must concern|Under a lease arrangement ice + 

and records by Olsen a stars on WINX }and Dan Walker, N. Y. News gossip! himself .with past, present and fu- | With the Shuberts. Web hope ) 

studio audience: speci il this veddler, conducting a quiz. | ture scenes, therefore making the|take over the house in June wher 

Treasury Dept. sho veal com netit or ith “th Contestants for latter will be Mr.|change from radio to television current tenant, the John Golde: 

Lombardo and his bat having and Mrs. Dick Rodgers, Frank | comparatively simple one.” legiter, “3 Is a Family.” will likely 
Beginning Friday musical | Noiris, of Lite mag; Mrs, Peter Gold-| “The actor in tele will have to be | bow out. 

program featuring K Arm ‘n, the K Id: as : _" |mark. wife of CBS's engineer, and} well paid for his efforts, as he will As a stop-gap arrangement, Mu- 

Modernaires and house ore vill be ID, daho Falls, Idaho, Ol publisher Bennett A. Cerf. Singing | be unable to fill the number of as-|tual is currently USINS as a stud 

heard each week, while Saturday ! Mutual network as full-time affiliate and dancing turns will round out|Signments taken in radio broadcast-|]the Forrest theatre, which is also 

spot. starting this week, will be oc- | July 1, the bill. ing, if his television characteriza-|owned by the Shuberts. —— 

cupnied by the “Hoosier Hop.” origi- 


nating at WOWO, Fort Wayne 


Hope, Ed Murrow 
| Peabody Winners 


George Foster Peabody Radio 
Awards. for 1943 honored six CBS 
units, Bob Hope, NBC comic who 
was given a special award for his 
camp-entertaining activities. “Amer- 
ica’s Town Meeting of the Air.” Blue 
web's discussion forum. as the top} 
educational program, and KYA. San | 
Francisco, for outstanding commun- | 
ity service by a local station via its 
“Calling Longshoremen” airer. 


R d 
Edward R. Murrow, CBS European 
news chief, was “oseared” for clicko | 


reporting of the news. The net's 
“Lux Radio Theatre” and “Open Let- 
ter to the American People” also ¢ 


won a joint award as outstanding | eA ee ‘ R ai S e 

dramatic entertainment while the | 6 | 10 ervice 

| 

Men! eee | 


Pretend” won in the children’s pro- 
311 of them 


gitam category. 

Two regional CBS outlets won the 
other honors. KSL. Salt Lake City, 
was honored for its musi¢al session, 
*Musie and the Spoken Word” (Salt 


Lake City Tabernacle Choir) and ra 

KNX. Los Angeles. won the award t f; 1 

fo noteworthy comm nity repor. ine, Cc. ear 
by a regional station with its “These 

Are Americans,” designed to pro-| 

mote inter-racial goodwill between | $ reception every 


the Mexican and American popula- | 
tions of lower Californ 


William N. Robson, vho produced section of 


; 
“Open Letter,” and Bob Hope were 


recipients of “Variety” Showmanship | 
i plaques this year. KNX also snared : “{ 
“Variety”. award foi ‘fosteri | Metropolitan 
racial goodwill and understanding” 
with WOV.N. Y., and CKLW. Wind- | 
sor-Detroit | ew York. 
COAST NEWS TEAM 
Boa new t Bl 
ilso taken ovet e 2-2:15 ca 
CO ) . 
yal VCD the e@ast ‘ ot 
tie network to be ted short! 
Ne WS commentat >, tea I Sid 
Su erland and Jo 4 
e handled th ) ) ) 
> nonth ma 
\ nd ) 
nm. Th ) 
KECA. Los Al 
Pencil Co.’s Air Bow | 
With History Series 
Eagle Pencil Co., us o fo 
the tietetime, has sigred tor a his- 
tory series of 52 quarter-hour broad- | 
. casis on WQXR. N. Y., entitled “The | 
World and America.” 
Starting Sunday (7). program is} é 
an answer. to the ray th of public | 
interest in world history and Amer- | 
ica’s part in it. Pr epared and pro-| 
duced by the Radio Programs Depi. | 
of Time, Inc.. shows will portray | 
U. S. history and stress impact of } 
world affairs on America’s growth. | 
Scvipting will be Carl Carmer, } 
| historian and novelist, and Paul R 
“4 Milton, author and seriptwriter for 
March of Time. 
| 
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RCA Stockholders Elect Hammond. 
Braun, Sarnoff, Harden Directors sem woo 


making with the punchlines for 


In a session marked by general 
harmony aside from a few minority 
<iockholders sought 
dividends on the» common stock, 
Radio Corp. of America stockholders 
elected four new directors at the 
annual meeting held in RCA build- 
ing. N. Y. yesterday (Tuesday). 
Arthur E. Braun, John Hays Ham- 
mond, Jr.. Edward W. Harden and 
David Sarnoff, RCA prexy, now a 
colonel overseas, were elected for 
three-year terms expiring in May, 
1947. 

Although Niles Trammell, National 
Broadcasting Co. president, was 
present and answered questions 
about the sale of the Blue network 
and cost of BMI, he did not touch 


not asked by shareholders. 


aypund $200,000 a year. 


higher | 


auction in the first quarter this year 


but revealed that net profit was $2.-| 


401,000, a decrease of $194,000 com- 
pared with same period of 1943. To- 
tal gross income increased $11,525,- 


000 to $78,809,000 in the quarter. 


RCA’s net profit before taxes to- 
talled $10,413,000 or 16'5% higher 


than comparable quarter last year. | 


Provision for taxes rose more than 
$1.670,000 to a huge total of $8.011.- 
750 in this quarter, 


‘Spanish Without Tears’ 


| 


man, read the annual statement and| 
announced a gain in volume of pro-/ first. 


| yesterday 


Education Pitch Via Air 


| * New York City Board of Educa- | 
‘ | tion 

on the television situation because | facilities of the City-owned WNYC 
Tram-| Result is 
mel explained that BMI costs NBC! without 


has decided to use the radio 


the 
Tears” 
afternoon 


program “Spanish 


(2). 


This week's session was the 


which bowed in} 

and con-! 
. 

jeneral J. G. Harbord, RCA chair-| sumer bulletins every Monday morn- | 

ing. 


Gags By Gals 


Shortage of male gag writers 
has resulted in invasion of field 


Olyn Landick (“Hackensack 
Gossip”) on Mary Small’s Sun- 
day show on the Blue web 


Powerful OWI Station 
Steps Up Transmission 


To Nazi-Held Countries 


Washington, May 2. . 
¢ ne r ar 7 
OW] stepped up its radio transmis- | P‘@9MINg press party in 


ion to German-controlled Europe 
{Sunday (30) as it put into operation 
}in England a battery of transmitters 
known as the American Broadcasting 
Station 

The powerful station, on the air 
; 814 hours daily is operating on both 
standard and shortwave. Its trans- 
mission, in half a dozen languages, 
is aimed at France, Holland, Bel- 
gium, Norway. Denmark and Ger- 
many. In addition to the languages 
| of these countries, some of the pro- 
| s’ams are being sent in English. 


KOIN Maps Sup2r 


20th’s ‘Double’ Tieup 


“Double or Nothing” on Mutual, 
which tied in recently with “Buffalo 
Bill” and “Mark Twain” pic releases, 
will again do a broadcast on a coop 
basis with studio, this time for 20th- 
Fox in connection with “Tampico.” 


emanate 
Mutual is 
connection 


Program, May 12, will 
from Sheepshead Bay. 


| with show. 


Borge’s Eight-Week 
‘Basin St.’ Address 


Victor Borge will be star of the 
“Basin Street” program on the Blue 
Sunday nights starting May 7 for 
eight weeks. Dick Todd, singer; Mil- 
ton Cross. m.c. and Pau! Lavalle’s 
orch continue on stanza which fol- 
lows Walter Winchell. 


+ 
‘ 


UO 


ost About 


« 


eception? 


WJZ has been broadcasting from its new transmitting location 
for several months now. Reports pouring in from every part 
of the New York trading area were gratifying to say the least. 


But we wanted expert opinion—a report from the men who 
hear all about the troubles of radio owners. 


We questioned 195 radio repair men in New York City alone. 
Almost to a man (182 to be exact) they reported that WJZ 
now is being received with the greatest possible clarity —in 
many cases, the clearest of any station. That’s good news 


for listeners. 


And it’s even better news for you who want those listeners to 
hear your sales messages and not miss a single word. 


Here’s a vibrant new voice for the Blue’s Key Station—bring- 
ing the Blue’s tradition-free programming to the world’s 
richest market with new strength and clarity. 


NOW! Your Strongest Voice 


3-Week Teaching 


Course on Scripting, Production 


Portland, May 2. 

Unprecedented in scope, at 
ior an individual commercial sta- 
tion, is announcement made by 
KOIN that station will launch an 
intensive three-week training course 
for educators, beginning June 12, 
Called the KOIN Radio Institute for 
Teachers it will bring nine top- 
ranking notables here, according to 
Luke L. Roberts, the station's direc- 
tor of education. Stress will be on 
writing, production and use of radio 
|in the classroom as a teaching aid. 


least 


Full-time faculty consisting of 
'George Jennings, acting director 
Radio Council, Chi Board of Educa- 


tion: Harriet Hester, freelance 
writer and commentator, and Kath- 
leen Lardie, assistant supervisor, 
radio department Detroit public 
schools, will be on hand and among 
the visiting notables scheduled are 


Dr. Lyman Bryson, CBS education 
director; Norman Corwin, Milton 
Bacon, John Charles Daly, news- 
man. Augmenting staff will be Don- 
‘ald W. Thornburg, CBS v.p. in 
charge of western operations, and 
| Frances Wilder, educational direc- 
{tor of KNX, Hollywood. KOIN 
writers, producers and acting casts 


also will participate. 


Chi AFRA Plans 


Chicago, May 2. 

American Federation of Radio 
Artists’ plans to install its own phone 
call system and publish a radio di- 
rectory are seen as a trend toward 
centralizing these services. Move is 
being made at the instigation of va- 
rious members who feel their own 
organization should handle this serv- 
ice. Field is currently covered by 
two directory services, the Radio 
Talent Directory, put out by Leonard 
Dubkin, and the National Radio Art- 
ists’ Directory. Telephone service is 
handled by Ward C., Rogers. 

War Labor Board hearing on 
AFRA’s demand for a new scale of 
10% over all increase for six local 
‘lass B stations, originally scheduled 
for April 21, has been postponed un- 
til late this month. 


BBC ‘NEWSREEL’ 
MUTUAL EXCLUSIVE 


BBC’c “Radio Newsreel,” which 
has been aired once weekly over the 
Mutua] web, becomes that network’s 
exclusive property starting next 
week (8) on a Mon-Fri. proposition. 


The exclusive rights, however, ex- 
tend only until the invasion after 
which BBC will make “Newsreel” 


available to any station 
pick up the program 


will carry 


wishing ta 
MBS stations 
the ne how at 1l p.m. 


Invasion coverage broadcasts by 


BBC also are being made available 
to American broadcaster with no 
fee attached and many lations are 
planning to use the English news 
service on D-day and fo ibsequent 
event Among outle presently 
monitoring BBC programs and plan- 


to rebroadcast important flashes 


| ning 


and bulletins are WLB-KSTP, 

Minn.-St Paul; WSB, Atlanta; 

KSOO, Sioux Falls; WTAG, Worces- 

ter: WHO Des Moines; WLW; 

| WNAX, Yankton; WHP, Harrisburg; 

| WMFF, Plattsburg; WOR: WNEW; 

WEGO. Concord, N. C.: WJIBW, New 

Orlean WMIS, Natchez, Miss. and 

| KOIL Omaha 

BBC © are being 
Lore DY ( 10 

) ) ip Ceo 

i n eTe- 


Hal Rosenberg Upped 
To 


Head OWI Branch 
Harold Rosenberg, assisiant 
the clal assignment div 


vision of 


Cmies 


radio bureau. has 

een yped to head the division, 
| with Mrs. Betty W. Carter, of the 
| Washington office, moving in as as- 


| sistant chief. Division headquarters 
} will remain in N. Y. 
tosenberg formerly was radio 
‘ript editor of the OWI overseas 
Mrs. Carter, with her hus- 
band, is owner and publisher of the 
Greenville, Miss., Democrat-Times. 


Better Service 


i, 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
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ancel Argentine Radio News Order 


In Face of U.S. British Squaw $ 


agenci which 
loc al 
dailies 


Montevideo, April 22. independent the 


chief purveyors wy news, 
foreign, to 


ave 


the ODDOSI- | and 


months 


strongest 


many 


with 
itered in 


Faced 
tion encoui broadcasters ane 


drawal from the air of all U. S., Brit- 


ish and allied advertising, Argentine | Manuel J. Aparicio, and long linked 


| 

| here and elsewhere in Latin America. | 
and threatened witha possible wit! “ah % rere and cisewhere in Lalin America. | 

| 

| 

| 


ANDI, operated by Marcelino and | 


military government this week (15)/ with such U. S. blacklisted outfits | 
has postponed “for the time being.”|as the Nazi Transocean and the | 
its concession ordering all broad- | Italian Fascist Stefani, was so certain 
casters to buy all local news from! its concession was going to ride 
an officially blessed, pro-Axis news| through that it had even installed 
agency. | direct telephone lines to the news 

No official reason was given for} rooms of various stations and was | 
the sudden withdrawal of the} prepared to start its bulletin service 


> ANDI! When the order was given to hold 
S. A.) | off. Incident attracted hemisphere- 


wide attention. 


blanket concession granted the 
(Agencia Noticiosa Argentina, 


agency which was to have received | 
, between five and 10% of the gross} B. A. dailies—once among the 


| stations ia} world’s best although severely 
gagged by the military state of siege 
|}—had expected to come next and 
| therefore risked attacking the meas- 
ure and applauding’ its 
on the theory that there wasn't mucl 
more the regime could do to 
anyway so why not speak out. 


advertising revenue of al now 
return for giving them a soup-to- 
nuts diet of officially approved 
“news.” There were to be no ifs o1 
buts so far as the stations were con- | 
cerned, measure being obligatory and | 
apparently designed chiefly to push | 
out the U. P., A. P.. Reuter and other | 


withdrawal 


them | 


‘ 


Better Try Flit! 


London, April 20. 

Biggest laugh of the week has 
to do with the BBC’s horror at 
_ ng to mention the Russian 
* Bug. (In this country bugs 

a in't: they're insects—for a rea- 
son not to be pried into.) Or. the 
back of a menu in the Bolivar 


bar some wit scribbled the fol- 
lowing 
Do I call it the Bug or the 
Boog” 
Is Hitler a thug or a thoog? 
Once I borrowed a tenner 
From a man in Vienna—~*° 
Do I call him a mug or a 


moog’. 


Morey Amsterdam 


To Try Comeback’ jFecently in 


Morey Amsterdam, comedian 
merly heard several 
commercial programs, 
a new comedy-variety 
tioned last week at the Blue, 

Execs expressed with 
slated for half-hour format for 
spot sustaining on web shortly. 
Rines orch, and boy and girl 
are included, 


for- 


network | an educational nature based on biog- 
is featured in! 
stanza audi- 


program 


Joe} wish to 
singer 


Army Sends Educational 
Discs to Battle Areas 


Chicago, May 2. 

The old-fashioned farm-to-farm 
milk pickup of another day has been 
revived on an international scale by 
the U. S. Army in its present cam- 
paign to send educational radio 
transcriptions to members of the 
armed forces. Transcriptions which 
are aimed at relieving monotony 
of  jifterbug and dance music re- 
cordings are routed systematically 
from Frisco to Honolulu, thence to 
Guadalcanal, New Guinea, the South- 
west Pacific, Australia, India and 


Cl 

|” Records, which were being sought 
Chicago by Eric Bar- 
;now, civilian adviser on morale in 
| the Army Special Services, were of 


raphies, science, social study, history 
and adaptations of great books, Bar- 
now stated that, even though enter- 
tainment is a big factor in the morale 
(of the men, there are many who 
improve their minds, and 
| that there is a great demand for this 
‘type of program. 


eighteen months 479, continuing 
measurements in Cincinnati reflected 

an abnormal audience rating for one 
local station. Investigation revealed that 
the only material change in the station's 
programming was the addition of a 
dialing-for-dollars type of money give- 

. away program. Simultaneously, similar 
types of programs were reported in other 

cities with the same results; later two 

other local stations started money give- 

away programs. A more careful study 

of the ratings revealed an even more 
alarming situation—an inflated audi- 
ence indicated by a disproportionate 


increase in sets-in-use. 


It is reasonable to believe that smart, 
fatelligent programming of any radio 
station may well result in an increased 
share of audience for that station. We 
are not convinced, however, that the 
mere giving of money over the air will 
have a tendency to increase the per- 
centage of sets-in-use to any appreci- 


able degree. 


We believe that such weerthedex pro- 
gramming practices are of questionable 
value to an industry which can’ enly 
develop properly upon a base of un- 
distorted factual knowledge.fTherefore, 
WSAT deliberately inaugurated a pro- 
gram of greater intensity than any pre- 
viously conducted—its sole purpose to 
prove that the use of money give-away 
programs results in a completely mis- 


Jeading picture of the market. 


Space does not permit a description 


of the details of how $5,000 in War 


Bonds were givena 


way, or the complete 


resylis. As an example, however, in the 


8 to 10 AM period, C. E. Hooper reported 


907 


for Cincinnati in January, 1944—11.2% 


sets in use, with an index 


of 24.3 for 


WSAL. After eight weeks of money give- 


aways, Hooper showed for March, 1911, 


in the same period, 21.8% sets in use 


(an increase of 91.5%), and a listening 


index of 50.7 for WSAT (an increase of 


108.5%). Frankly, we do not believe the 


latter figures reflected a true picture of 


WSAT's 


in Cincinnati. 


audience, or of listening habits 


To make an analysis of the whole 


problem, we have retained Dr. Herman 


S. Hettinger to make a searching study 


of Hooper reports for Cincinnati, and a 


“number of other cities where money 


give-aways have been broadcast. Dr. 


Hettinger is farmer Dean of the Wharton 


School of Finance, University of Penn- 


syivania, and an eminent authority on 


market research and radio. With the 


cooperation of C. E. Hooper, Ine., this 


study will be made to determine: first, 


ithe effect of money 


grams on station ratings; second, 


true effect of money 


give-away pro- 


the 


give-away promo- 


tions on audience listening habits; and 


third, inherent 


radio audience figures. 


When Dr. Hettinger’s findings 


completed, a comprehensive report 


dangers 


in inflated 


are 
will 


be made available upon request to any 


station, advertising agency, or adver- 


tiser interested in the problena, 


Division of The Crosley Corporation 


CINCINNATI 2, 


REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY SPOT SALES, INC, 


OHIO 


NEW YORK, CHICAGO, 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Philly 10%ers 
Solve Dilemma 


Philadelphia, May 2 


A Government ruling has gieq 
Philly agents a new source of rey. 
enue—comm'issions on “talent fees 
paid by sponsors for radio ane. 
nouncers, 

Under the Wage and Hoy 
Division’s recent ruling, 


pay for a spieler must be comp:ite; 
on the basis of his total earning 
base pay plus extra earnings paid 
by commercial sponsors. If an an 
nouncer, for example. gets £50 4 
week from the station. and $200) 4 
week from commercials. his over- 
time pay must be based on a $250 
salary. 

Local stations have protested that 
this ruling is unfair and have asked 


r 
Overtime 
t 


aavertising agencies or sponsors to 
pay the anrouncers direct. ‘This 
they refuse to do on ground 
would beconic “employers” of tie 
spielers and heave to handle xacial 
security ‘axes, Withholding levies, 
etc. “Too much red tape.” the 


agency execs said. 

i This is where the lO ers come in, 
| The sponsor gives the fee to the an- 
jnouncer’s agert who does ali the 
| paper work. eellects his commission 
land everyboay is happv 


‘COUNTERSPY’ SERIAL 
TOPS IN SO. AMERICA 


Washington, May 2 
' “Counterspy.” the Mail Pouch 
| Tobacco Co. serial which goes out 
weekly over the Blue, has become 
one of the biggest things on the 
Latin airways, according to CIAA, 
The Phillips Lord production ig 


called “Contraespionaje” 
ish language version, 

[t is one of the two or three lead- 
ing shows in several South American 
countries, and is rated among the 
toppers everywhere South of the Ris 
Grande among the short 


in its Span. 


wave auci- 


ences. Show deals with a sort of 
Dick Tracy who exposes Axis ef- 
forts to sabqtage the U. S. war eiYort, 

“Contraespionaje” was first short- 
waved in October, 1942. Today, 10 
DX transmitters beam it south at 
8:30 to 9 p.m. EWT on Mondays, 
with four of them rebroadcasting at 
from 12:30 to 1 A.M. EWT, the s . 
day. In 17 of the Latin countries, 


73 local stations pick up the program 
and rebroadcast it over standard 
wave bancis. 


Publishers Get Lowdown 
On Tele, FM Progress 


‘Television and FM spokesmen had 


| their innings last week when the 
American Newspaper Publishers 
Assn. held its annual convention in 
New York. FM’ers moved in Thurs- 
day (27) at the Waldorf-Astora 
when Walter J. Damm, Maj. Edwin 


H. Armstrong and Dr. W. G. R. 
Baker addressed the newspapermen 
on non-technical subjects in connec- 
tion with the high frequency system. 

Next day (Fri.) publishers were 
entertained at Schenectady by GE 
and witnessed demonstrations of te'e 


arranged by the N. Y. Herald-Trib 
on news coverage and a commercial 
show spotted by J. Walter Thomop- 


Feagin Dramat Students’ 
Repeat WRGB Tele Date 


Schenectady, May 2 
The Feagin School of Dramatic 
Art. New York, will do the one-acter, 


“When You 


Marry the Navy.” on 
WRGB (GE), 


television station, M 


| 


12. Play. by John Kirkpatrick. will 
be a weturn date for students of the 
| school. 

Susan Glaspell’s one-act mystery, 
“Trifles.” will be televised eo! ine 
May 11 show by drama_ students 
from Mount Pleasant high school, 
Schenectady. 

| 
| 
| 
|M-G-M's 2 Sisters and a Sailor’ completed 
New CAMEL PROGRAM, Priday 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


no 


| | | 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
_ | 
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That as soon as present contractual agree- 
ments permit, a selected number of commer- 
cially-sponsored programs be cancelled from 
the networks, and that time be utilized for the 
duration by the networks themselves for broad- 
casts of an idea content that a people at war 
have a right to expect from the American way 


of radio. 


In particular do I SUBMIT that this recap- 
tured time be used, by each network, for radio 
drama which, through entertainment, brings to 
the radio audience an understanding and elari- 
fication of the conflicting issues involved in 
our war-time national economy, in our war- 


time world, and in the puzzling future, 


In addressing the radio industry I need not 
stress the power of radio drama in enlightening 
through entertainment, since the effectiveness 
of the dramatic form, against the purely docu- 
mentary or pamphleteering in reaching the 
people, was an established fact long before 


radio broadcasting. . 


But I must stress the need of such a re- 
orientation of radio’s attitude toward its re- 
sponsibilities since, during the last six months, 
in the rush of commercial sponsors to buy radio 
time, the industry has begun to lose sight of 
some of its collective and individual responsi- 
bilities. 

I BEG the vice-presidents-in-charge, at this 
point, not to begin to wave the record of their 
public service programs, and particularly of 
their public service dramatic programs, since a 
careful scrutiny of their schedules might prove 


embarrassing. 


I SUBMIT that a war-focussed dramatic show 


placed in an unsalable time opposite the highest 


Submit The Radio Networks 
The Following Proposition: 


Crossley comedy show is not something over 


which a network can inflate its chest. 


I SUBMIT that a public service program 
which is hidden away at so late an hour that 
not even a tax-heavy advertiser would use the 
time, or a series of radio dramas which resur- 
rects Broadway’s dramatic history with com- 
plete disregard of the living history of the hour, 
may be effective listings on a report submitted 
to the F.C.C., but not something to quiet the 


conscience of an essential industry in war time. 


I BELIEVE that I am qualified to say what 
I have said since my record of writing for the 
war is clear. Complete series, special broad- 
casts, published books of scripts royalty-free 
for the duration, and the licensing of many 
hundreds of broadcasts of these plays for local 
stations, together with a sincere respect for 


the medium, gives me the right to speak. 


Two effective half hours per week on each 
network would begin to fill the need of the sort 
of “idea” radio plays which commercial adver- 
tisers, with their interest focussed on “tried and 
true” materiai (plays which have no roots in 
the world of today and tomorrow) are un- 


willing to broadcast. 


If the sort of commercially-salable radio time 
of which I have been speaking is recaptured, J 
for one would feel privileged to forego any 
present or future commercial commitments in 


order to serve to the limit of my abilities. 


At a time when higher standards of service 
and self-sacrifice are being required of in- 
dividuals, surely we must begin to expect that 
same definite and concrete sacrifice in a busi- 


ness which is the people’s medium. 


Arch Oboler. 
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“VISITING HOUR” 
With Maj. Andre Baruch and Guests, 


Ella Logan, Babe Ruth 
Writer: Sgt. Jerry Lewis 


Director: Maj, Ed Byron 
30 Mins., Sat., 3 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WABC-CBS, N. Y. 

This one worth tuning in just 
for the heart tugs vou get listening 
to those plucky convalescent G, I.’s 
whistle and cheer to show their ap- 
preciation for the entertainment be- 
ing sent their way by the Army 
Service Forces 
First in the travelling series brought 
Ella Logan and Babe Ruth into the 


is 


lowned N. Y. indie this spring for all} 


home games of the Yankees and 
Giants aired from their respective 
parks, Ambitious program for) 
iwhich Gillette reportedly laid out 


in co-op with CBS. | 


Red Cross recreation hall at Billings | 


hospital. Fort Benjamin Harrison, a 
short distance out of Indianapolis. 


Maj. Andre Baruch, ex-CBS staff * 
gabber recently returned from duty 
in the Mediterranean, turned in an 
emcee performance as he 
deftly led several patients through 
mike interviews. Some recalled 
their overseas experiences and 


pitched in wth praise for the medi- 
cos under whose care they ve been 
since reccivine wounds. Another in- 


terview interlude tabbed “Cracker 
Birrell” gave the soldiers a chance 
to sound off on subjects of their 


choice. 

Wirst guestars were made to order 
The boys we'comed the one and only 
Babe Ruth with an uprear and re- 
sponded with a reasonable facsimile 
when Ella Logan was introed. 
answered few baseball quere 
from the patients and gave out with 
a couple of humorous diamond anec- 
dotes. 

The hot Scotch songstress, herselt 
an overseas combat zone vet. jived 
throuch “Ball Game” and “Tipver- 
ary” betore winding up the show 


with the more subdued “T'll Be Sce- | 


ing You.” There wes no question 
but that the half-hour wowed the 
Visual audience and the same should 
have been truc of remote listeners. 
Next show (6) will be a Derby Dav 
breacerst from a Lou'sville service 
hosnital with Maj. Baruch stil’ et the 
helm. Donn. 


“CAVALCADE OF SPORTS” 
(Raseball) 

With Don Dunphy, Bill Slater 
Daily, 2:25 p.m. 


GILLETTE RAZOR 


WINS, New York 
(Maxon) 
New team of diamond play-bv- 


| 


lcervice., 


$120,000 to the ball clubs has WINS 


clearing time for all contests, Sun- 
days. holidays, nights and double- 
headers. 

Dunphy. familiar through 


word picturing on Gillette fighteasts 
from Madison Square Garden, N. Y., 


“DEADLINE DRAMAS” 

With Bob White, Joan Banks, Ireene 
Wicker 

Director: Bob White 

30 Mins., Sun., Midnight. 

ARRID CO. 


WIZ-Blue, New York 


demonstrates his ability to switch to| 


the national sport and give out with 
an interesting end lively report of the 
action, Slater, recently retired as a 
Lt.-Col. in the Army, appeared a 
little mike rusty when caught. 

Widely known a hep football 
broadcaster before entering the 
Slater seemed not too 
with the b.b. action al- 
though his voice and delivery were 
okay on pregame and between in- 
nines chatter when nothing was tak- 
ing place on the diamond. 

Slater was 
Al Schacht 
ing a few 
Dunovhy. 


as 


familiar 


rushed 


bowed 
exhibition 


after work- 


games 


out 


| lines 


|. bing 


(Small & Seiffer) 


Novelty aspect of this sponsored 
midnight show is not its only re- 


There's a distinct 
refreshing 


deeming quality. 
disarming and 


quality | 


about the 30-minute stanza of ad lib- | 


by Bob White and his two 
femme supporters who take their 
cue from submitted catch phrases or 
up to 20 words, allow them- 


iselves two minutes to mull it over, 
and then co into a 10-minute drama- | 
tization of the line based on whatever | 


liders, 
into spot when! 


| 
} 


with | py, 
Latter, evidently spotted! inspired by the phrase, “The old 
to do a Dizzy Dean, found his brand | centlemon fe't 


strikes their fancy. That it doesn't 
always make sense, that the continu- 
itv is something short of perfection 
doesn't necessarily matter. The trio 
apperently never seems lost for 
with a surprisingly minimum 
resort to cliches. 


April 23 broadeast was highlighted | 


eneciment of a hemorous ad lib 


ridiculous and cm- 


of comedy not suited for radio and | parrassed at the idea, but his erand. 


clown- 
Donn. 


decided to stick to diamond 
ing and restauiateuring. 


RADIE HARRIS 


| 


With John Boles (guest), Jerry Sears) 


Orch, Del St. John, Ted Campbell 
Producer-Dircetor: Ruby Hunter 
Writers: Radie Uarris, Maria Little 
25 Mins.; Sunday, 6:05 p.m. 
CRAWFORD CLOTHES 
WMCA, New York 

(A. Paui 
tadie Harris has radio 
sipping before. but the teeoff of her 


Lefton) 


aone 


/new session of gabbing about show 
biz and its personalities is much 
more in the groove than anything 


she’s done in the past. It’s a fast 25 
minutes. and that includes her inter- 
view (John Boles the initialer). 
{the brief musical interlude’ with 
Jerry Sears orch ¢with singer Del St. 
John) and Miss Harris herself in the 
eobfest. 

It was all breezy. new stuff that 
she talked about when caught. and 
that interview with Boles, 
written by Miss Harris. actually 
sounded adlib. Miss Harris has a 
pleasant mike personality, and 
achieves a certain color in her choice 
of words that’s “different.” Kahn. 


as 


| 


gos- | 


casts 


had him over a. barrel.” 


screwy 


children 
with the 
ting a thre 


t lenst one of the stanza’s 
‘y skils. As such “Dramas” 
ie aspects of a “first” in 

As long as it retains 
it'll remain 


for a 
three weet 
takes on the 
ad lib serivls. 


“YOUR WORLD TOMORROW” 
developments set- | 
-character pattern that’s 
being retrined for all future broad- 


W2XWV-DuMont 


tered 


its current snontencity 

la very listenable program. tose. 

“KELLY’S COURTHOUSE” 

Fred Utall, Reger Krupp,. 
Phillip Clarke, Roce Rogers, Don) 
Douglas, Sanford Bickart, John 
Aulieino, Paul Mann, Anne Sey- 
meur, tryna Raeburn, Henry 
Sylvern, organist, Joseph Stopak 
orch, 

Producer: Alexander Leftwich, Jr. 


Mvsterv-auiz ses:ion. which finally; Walter Dovrwin Tessue, “designer 
;hit a network after 63 weeks over|for the week,” demonstrating, via 
WINS. N. Y.. shapes up well after|sketches and models, a_ low-cost, 


though | 


she! 


Writers: Len Finger, Eliot Whitman 
30 Mins., Thursdays, 7-7:50 p-m. 


Sustaining 
W.IZ-Blue, New York 


ironed 


minor diiYiculties are 
Stanza is made up of three six- 
minute myvysteryv vlpviets. the clucs 


| 
| successful, contestant gets a $25 war 


‘sound effect)! and is dragged off the! 


of musical number by offstage voice | 
inaudible to the contestant. Idea 
behind this move is belief that audi- 
ence won't concentrate on action if 
musical number is too difficult for 
, them to guess. This seems to be 
underreting of radio audiences’ con- 
centrative powers and mystery 


bond and if a failure is shot (via 


stage, 


Listening audience is given 


would be heiertened by withholding 
name of sone from listeners. Who- 
dunit episodes were well written 
well-acted with every word adding 
to the general effect as the short six- 
minute leneth necessitates, 

Buss in production stem from un- 


familiarity of the emcee, Fred Utall. | 


his 


with 


material and many factors 
in stories themselves which 'e has 
to keep in mind. Turo. 


Television Reviews 


With Jessica Dragonette, Isham Con- 
stable, Waller Dorwin Teague, 
Dick Bradley. 

Writer-director: Irwin Shane 

30 Mins.; Sunday, 9 p.m. 

PLASTICS 


Firs. in a series giving dope on 
current developments leading to 
shaping of the post-war world regis- 
as entertaining and informa- 


live fare with only deterrent being | 
| Victorv Bonds every six months and 


the technical production. Program 
idea was ably treaced and adapted 


bul the boys behind the eamera, the | 


camera itself and transmitting fa- 
cilitics did much to deiract from the 


program’s overall success. 


Stanza was divided into three por- | : ; 
| the shows follow the same format as 


tions, one beine straight news re- 
port on the week's industrial ad- | 
; vances end their effects upon our 


| post-war life. 


out. | 


to which are provided by the titles | 


of musical numbers. 


Contestant | 


must guess the murderer from clues | 


provided bv sketch and. song. 


Bill Adams 
Harry Bellaver 
Arthur Bernkopft 
Hugh Binyon 
Ma:tin Blaine 
Joseph Boland 
Virginia Bolen 
John Brown 
Dean Carleton 
Cliff Carpenter 
Douglas Chandler 
Lon Clark 

Curt Conway 
Staats Cotswortn 
Harry Davis 
Ginger Dulo 
Joseph De Santis 
Howard Da Sylva 
Carl Eastman 
Jose Ferrer 

Paul Ford 

Janet Fox 

Betty Garde 


Arnold Arnstein 
Marc Blitzstein 
Frederick Block 
Henry Brant 
Irving Brodsky 
Frances Ellis 
Paul Franklin 
Peter Frye 

Pem Davenport 
Max Goberman 


More gratitude to these lyricists, 


THANKS 


Betty Garrett 
Arthur Gilmore 
Frank Graham 
Will Geer 
Frances Heflin 
Juan Hernandez 
GeeGee James 

Ed Jerome 

Ted Jewett 
Raymond Edward Johnson 
William Johnstone 
Joseph Julian 

Joe Kearns 
Adelaide Klein 
Peg LaCentra 
Harry Lang 
Wally Lang 

Ed Latimer 
Norman Lloyd 
Myron McCormick 
Patrick McGeehan 
Byron McGrath 
fan Martin 

Eddy Matthews 


Frank Griffin 
Claire Grundman 
Woody Guthrie 
Langston Hughes 
George Kleinsinger 
Millard Lampell 
Herbert Paulson 
Molly Pollock 


Horace Grenell 
Kal Kirby 
Paul Lavalle 


.... wants to thank a lot of A. F. of L. people... . and the 

people at NBC, too. 
We have just celebrated our second anniversary on the air with Labor for Victory, 
| alternating with the A, F. of L. on Sundays at 1:15 p.m. E.W.T. That's fifty-two 
times weve gone on the air, with the talented help of AFRA actors and singers and 


A. F. of M. musicians and composers, and through the kind cooperation of NBC's 
, Public Service Department, as well as NBC's many affiliated stations. 


We hope we'll be around for at least’ as long again, calling on old friends and 
new .... heard over the same stations and more of ’em! 
files, and found we had personal debts of gratitude to these actors: 


com pos ers and seript writers: 


ull more gratitude to these orchestra and choral leaders: 


We looked through our 


Ted Maxwell 
Maurice Minnick 
Ed Pauly 

Minerva Pious 
Amanda Randolph 
Frank Readick 
Martin Ritt 

Paul Robeson 
Bartlett Robinson 
Stefan Schnabel 
Douglas Scott 
Anne Shepherd 
Everett Sloane 
Hester Sondergaard 
Kenneth Spencer 
Paul Stewart 
Frank Tweddell 
Helen Twelvetrees 
Walter Vaughn 
Orson Welles 
Garney Wilson 
Martin Wolfson 
Barbara Jean Wong 


Robert L. Richardy 
Earl Robinson 
Freddy Van Eps 
Morris Watson 
Frank Wells 
Morton Wishengrad 
Hy Zaret 


Gene Lowenthal 


Joseph Stopak 


And to all those people whose names we have forgotten or (still more un- 
pardonable) misspelled, for reasons which we should have been able to 


control, 


For the ClO, LEN DeCAUX, Publicity Director 
PETER LYON, Producer 


If} 


Sustaining 
WBKB, Chicago. 

Being an experimenial station, one 
of the biggest problems here is that 
of programming. Insomuch as talent 
is on a “no-pay” basis. the manage- 
ment has to use what is available on 

{that basis. As a result many per- 
formers are televised when it would 
be better if they were just heard and 
not seen. Two such non-photogenic 
acts were on the show caught which 


Toe second pari dealt 
with post-war housing with architect 


four-room, prefsbricated dwelling. 
asi portion was a musical sketch 
with Jessica Dragonette and Isham 
Constable as principals. 

Miss Drasonette provided spacing 
for the session's division’s by vocals | 
which were hampcred because of 
bad placing of mikes. Teaeue’s 
presentation suifered most heavily 
at the hands of technicians wih 
much detail on models lost even in 
c'oseups. Long shots were com- | 
pletely washed out that evident | 
the camera was mechanically ai 
fault. 

All in all, though, basic soundness 
Of program idea and staging man- 
aced to carry it along and gave ade- 
quate promise that models and 
drawines will play an_ important 
part in finished tele productions 
post-war. 

Commercial announcements opened 
and closed. Final plug went visual 
by projection of booklet. Turo. 


BALABAN & KATZ TELEVISION 
With Fran Harris, Jack Brickhouse, 
Genevieve Wright, Vicki Swift. 
Producers: Helen Carson and Fran 

Harris 
Cameras: Rachel Stewart and Esther 
Rojewski 


60 Mins.: Thurs. (27 


), 7:30-8:30 p.m. 


for the most part was quite interest- 
ing 
Hour’s show opened with 15 min- 


utes of newscasting by Jack Brick- 
house, one of WGN’s best. He tele- 
vises well. so was okay from pic- 
torial standpoint. Fran Harris, em- 


cee, introduced Genevieve Wright, 


who gave out with a typical dramatic 


art reading. but with gestures. In 
speaking her lines. which had to do 
with the visit of a wife to a night 
club with her soldier husband on 
furlough. she mugged all over the 
place, which, added to fact that the 


cameras weren't very kind to her in 


the first place. didn’t add any to the 


name 


| 
| 


NORMAN SHOW” 

|W ith Curley Bradley 

Mins.; Wednesday, 3-3:30 p 
| Sustaining 

| WENR-Blue, Chicago 


Patterned along lines of 


-m. 


| Sittitar 
| shows using women for the funmat-. 
jing, this Wednesday afternoone: js 

ied with spontaneous laughter 


caused mostly by the women’, 


gles and crazy answers. 


with a community sing by tl 


fia 


Opening 
250 


iemmes in the studio. Norman then 
picks out groups of six or eight for 
their viewpoints on such questions 
as “Should a husband and wile have 
a-separate night off?" “Do you be- 
lieve in love at tirst sight?” and other 


| 
| 


pictorial effect. 

“The Perfect Crime” a drama by 
Lewis Herman. directed bv Miss | 
Harris, followed. Out tanding in the | 
production was the clever wav in 
which credits were introduced. | 
Opened with a dead man lying on 


the floor and as a pair of hands took 
papers out of his pockets and un- 
folded them they-showed the various 
, production credits before the action 
started. Play done part by dialog and! 
part by narration, showed how a 
crook had planned the perfect crime 
and the last scene finds him in a cell 
with no explanation, either by word! 
(or action, on how he was caught, a 
slight oversight by the author. At-. 
, tempts were made to shoot part of 
‘the action in silhouette with fair re-| 
sults. Acting by Cisar and Grav was} 
good, 
Closing 15 minutes were occupied 
by Vicki Swilt who sang a quartet of 
songs, accompanied by pianist Elaine 
Phillips, off stage. Mory. 


domestic, love and marriage subjects, 


Norman is quick o 


“VICTORY STAR SHOW" 


Result is laughter in all kevs 
adds up to 30 minutes of infectious 
| humor, 
i trigger when it comes to ad-libbing 


. that 


ihe 


and keeps the show moving at a 
ravid pace. Curley Bradley, bari- 
itone, led the audience in’ singing 
“Tipperary,” “Mairzy Doats” ‘and 
“I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles” and 
soloed “People Will Sav We're ina 
Love’ to organ accompaniment, 
Show hits the bell and is casy to 
listen to. Morg, 


With Kay Walter Abel, Gail 
Barry 
Perey 
Orch, 


Patrick, Lucy Monroe, 

Wood, Richard Rodgers, 
Faith, Victory Star Show 
Chorus 


Writer: Don Henshaw 
Producer: Rupert Caplan 
60 Mins.; Wed., 8:50 p.m. 
CBM-CBC, Montreal 

The Canadian government 
while the loan dr 


each time, 


Sells 


ive 


S 


on. CBC turns over its two webs and 
War 
Finance Committee for five Victory 


top staffers to the National 


Star Shows to plue@ the loan, 


Cur 


rent series is for the sixth loan and 


all the others. 


was one of the brightest. 
going to Dick 
pianoed through 
“Garrick Gaieties” 
with Barry Wood 
warbling to assist. 


his 
to 


eareer 


quizzing 
Both Woo 


and light. 


Success of all VL shows is due 
ereatly to guesters from U. S. air, 
lscreen and stage. Show caught (26) 


top honors. 
Rodgers who bricily 


from 


“Oklahoma” 


and 


a 


ane 
Rodgers kept the sequence smootn 


i 


Show, originating in His Majesty's 


(Continued on page 44) 


theatre. Montreal, teed off with 
| tribute to U. S. Army Air Forces by 
forch and chorus batoned by Perey 
{Faith, who arranged all VL show 
music and composed the series® 
theme song. Lucy Monroe was on 


Top time buyers, 
seeing this line on a 
station letterhead, 
know it means quick 
action. Stations that 
* , use Weed, know it 
means more sales. 


ot 


Badger & Browning & Hersey, 


many «Aa | 
to 


Hlaving dreamed up 


ourselves, we'd like ioss 


catchiest, 


An Adam which 


one of the 


you wre 


ple 


mest 


jingles we've ever had (he 


of singing on the air. 


Cordially, 


Exclusive Management 
WILETAM MORRIS AGENCY, 


MEMO TO: JACK WILCHER 


Ine. 


ngle 


posies at “re for a Man Who Wears 


LANNY and GINGER GREY 


tue. 


| 
= 
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‘Baby’ Stations Boost ’43 Revenue 


24%; $22,230,000 Time 


| preemed last January, has been re-| 
;newed for an indefinite period in lis | 


Washington, May 2. 

Country had 435 “baby” stations, 
operating with power of from 200 to 
500 watts, in 1943, FCC reports. The 
small power in no way affected 
business because the 358 which have 
filed revenue reports thus far ag- 
gregated time sales of $22,230,000, a 
jump of 24% above the $17,922,000 
figure for 1942. 


Of the 358 which reported, 56 


showed a decrease in time sales, w:th | 


the remainder recording increases 
ranging from $58 to $85,182. Of the 
little stations, 260 are outlets for the 
four major webs. 


Action Starts 


On Blue Exit 


Concrete proof of post-war expan- 
sion plans by the Blue network and 
NBC with the contemplated build- 
ing of entire new housing facilities 
for the former web and the taking 


over of all facilities in N. Y.’s Radio | 


City by NBC, came to light last 
week. 

An exhaustive survey into future 
studio layouts, office blueprints, etc., 
has begun on the q.t. at both webs 
with the inauguration of a series of 
meetings by key personnel and execs 
seeking suggestions for improve- 
ments. 

Initial meeting last week (25), at- 
tended by the Blue engineering staff, 
technical experts, and members of 
the production department discussed 
studio needs, including news-gather- 
ing and broadcasting niches, audi- 
ence, non-audience and standby fa- 
cilities. Sessions to follow will be 
attended by office personnel, talent 
heads, etc. 

Terms of the pact which Edward 
J. Noble drew up when he purchased 
the web from NBC call for the va- 
cating of NBC’s quarters one year 
after the war ends. A report by 
Noble’s architects concerning blue- 
prints for these contemplated new 
facilities is understood to be wait- 
ing the outcome of the current per- 
sonnel sessions. 

Possible site of the new Blue 
headquarters is the property across 
from the RCA building on Sixth 
Ave.. N. Y., currently oceupied- by 
loft buildings and stores, and owned 
by the Rockefeller interests, who 
also own all buildings in Radio City. 


KASCO LISTENS TO 
‘WHISPERING’ SMITH 


Kasco Foods, canners and distribu- 
tors, Thursday (27) auditioned a 
15-minute musical-chatter program 
packaged by WJZ, N. Y., for pos- 
sible bankrolling on the Blue web. 

Stanza comprised songs by Whis- 
pering Jack Smith and music by the 
Airlane Trio. 


Goes WENR for Beer 


Chicago, May 2. 

Clem Lane, city editor of the Chi- 
cago Daily News, has been signed for 
a 15-minute commentary shot begin- 
ning Friday (5) over WENR. Besides 
giving straight news analysis, Lane 
will introduce his column’s political 
character, Roxy O'Rourke, for a bit 
of comedy biz at end of session. 

Show will be heard at 9:15 p.m. 
‘CWT) Fridays sponsored by the At- 
las Brewing Co. Contract, for 52 
weeks, went through Arthur Meyer- 
hoff agency. 


+ 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
'43—Now Touring British Isles 


FRED LIG 


Dir.: PHIL COSCIA 


v 


WPEN’s Gin Pitch 


Philadelphia, May 2. 
WPEN has sent gin rummy 
Store pads to advertising agency 
execs and prospective sponsors. 
Copy on pads read: 


“Don't let your competition 
schneider you—buy time on 
WPEN.” 


DuMont Cancellation 
Brings Back Memories 


W2XWV, DuMont labs television 
outlet, forced to cancel programs 
skedded for broadcast, Wed. night 
(26), when technical difficulties 
| knocked the station off the air. Bugs 
were eliminated, however, in time 
|for DuMont’s next regular broad- 
casts Sunday night (30). 

Cancellation recalled to oldtimers 
instances of similar nature in early 
days of broadcasting when stations 
frequently were silenced, sometimes 
in the middle of programs, because 
of equipment and power kickups. 


‘ST. LOUIS SPEAKS’ 
GETS RUN ON KMOX 


St. Louis, May 2. 
“St. Louis Speaks.” KMOX public 
service free discussion series which 


regular time, Sundays, 6:30-7 p.m. 
Show presents outstanding civic 
and industrial leaders gabbing about 
post-war problems of St. Louis, the 
U. S. and the world. Dean William 
H. Stead, of the school of business | 
and public administration at Wash- | 
ington U., continues as moderator. 


Radio Writers Guild 


Chicago, May 2. 

Discussions on a new ad agency 
release form, that will protect both 
the script buyer and seller is one of 
the subjects on the agenda of the 
open meeting and forum to be held 
by the Radio Writers’ Guild of Chi- 
cago, today (2), at the Jack and Jill 
Players Studio. Guild will set up a 
Detroit local as soon as an executive 
secretary for this district can be ob- 
tained. Fran Striker, writer of “The 
Lone Ranger” and “Green Hornet” 
will come from Detroit for the meet- 
ing. 

Local Guild is establishing a script 
service for the protection of mem- 
bers’ ideas and scripts, and has ap- 
pointed a publicity committee com- 
posed of Dick Unell, Janet Pomeroy 
and Nikki Kaye. 


additional job of 
WELI, New Haven, under the plan | 
'for its purchase from Arne Bulova | 
| by Col. Harry C .Wilder, of Syracuse, | 
Colonel Wilder controls WSYR. Syr- | 
Plans Detroit Local | scuse: 


Stix Het Up Over Television, Too; 


Applications Reach 79 and Rising 


Ripple, WTRY Mer., Seen 
WELI Ditto for Wilder 


Troy, May 2. 
William A. Ripple. 
WTRY, is reported to be in line for 


WTRY, 
, Keene, N. H. 


Troy, and WKNE, 
Ripple was commer- 


cial manager at WTRY when the sta- | 


tion went on the air in 1940, and 
later was promoted to manager. 

Fred R. Ripley, former general su- 
pervisor of WTRY from Syracuse as 
assistant to Colonel Wilder, is now 
general manager of WPRO, Provi- 
dence. 


Carter In Italy 
Schenectady, May 2. 

Arthur Carter, ex-mayor of Am- 
sterdam and former commentator on 
| WSNY, is now a captain with the 
Allied Military Government in Italy. 

AP wirephoto showing Captain 
Carter on a visit to the town of San 
Sebastiano, devastated by the over- 
flow of Mount Vesuvius’ lava, ap- 
peared recently in area papers. 


manager of! 


managing | 


# Rapidly mounting in number. with 


‘requests for outlets piling up to the 


point where the Federal Communi- 
‘cations Commission is expected to be 
| swamped by the end of the war, tele- 
vision station applications have ale 


ready reached 79, it is understood in 
tele circles. However, the FCC is in 
no great rush to act on these appli- 
cations since peace and, with it, the 
use of this new medium of entertain- 
ment, may still be a distance awavy. 

Meantime, in and out of the trade, 
the interest in television is growing 
with leaps and bounds, with its pos- 
| sibilities regarded as great, though 
no one at the moment, in the opinion 
of the experts, has any accurate 
means of judging either its limita- 
tions or its potentialities, nor to what 
extent it may form competition for 
other mediums of entertainment. 

While neither the general public 
nor many in engineering circles un- 
| derstand the mechanics of television, 
jthe interest in so-called video en- 
| tertainment is amazing, according to 
|Paul C. Raibourn, Paramount exec 
is treasurer of DuMont. Rai- 
|bourn, economist-analyst for Par, 
which is heavily invested in DuMont, 
states that the interest in television 
lis pretty well countrywide rather 
than confined to larger centers. 


NANCY 


for making available her marvelous sketch “The Story of 
the Opera” for experimental television. 


Miss BRENDA FORBES 


for her typically swell performance as Marilyn, the “teller of the story.” 


To GENERAL ELECTRIC 


for the opportunity to present this television adaptation of 
one of Broadway’s funniest sketches. 


To the AMERICAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION 


for being such a swell audience. 


To GERTRUDE FLYNN 


for her supporting role as Lucy, the confused opera ‘‘student.” 


TO the production staff and crew of television station 
WRGB old hands at a new art, for their smooth production. 


To BYRON RUSSELL 


for his splendid portrayal of the perplexed waiter. 


To SHERMAN PRICE 


and his crew for filming the show for Miss Hamilton’s records. 


To the pioneering sponsor participating in this telecast— 


LIBBEY GLASS, Division of Owens-Illinois Glass Company. 


J. Walter Thompson Company 


iz 

i 


— 
0 
| 
| | 
ng 
nd 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
nd 
| | 
| 
nd = 
on | 
| 
; 
| 
| Mem Lane, Chi Editor, 
| 
| 
= 
i 
HT NER | 
A 
ag 


tak 


42 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 3, 1911. 


MARY MARTIN 


WILLIAM N, ROBSON 


The Advisory Board of the George Foster Peabody Radio Awards has completed its judging of 1913 


radio programs eligible to award in seven classifications. The Columbia Network and its affiliates are 


the gratified recipients of six citations in five classes: 


1. For Outstanding Reporting of the News: 


EDWARD R. MURROW, CBS News Chief in 


London. 


For Outstanding Entertainment in Drama: 


“LUX RADIO THEATRE” produced on the 
CBS Network by Cecil B. DeMille, and the J. 


Walter Thompson Company, for Lever Bros. 


—and 

“4N OPEN LETTER TO THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE”, a single and memorable dramatiza- 
tion of the vital cause of inter-racial tolerance, 
produced by William N. Robson, and broadeast 
6n the Columbia Network on July 24, 1943 — 


with a summary by Wendell Willkie, 


3. 


For the Outstanding Children’s Program: 


“LET'S PRETEND”, a notable children’s fan- 
lasy originated, produced and directed by Nila 
Mack as a CBS sustaining program for 15 years, 
and currently sponsored by Cream of Wheat 
over the CBS Network. 


For Outstanding Entertainment in Music: 
MUSIC AND THE SPOKEN WORD, the glori- 
ous organ and choir service of the Salt Lake City 
Tabernacle, directed by Richard Evans, and 
originated by station KSL, Salt Lake City CBS 
affiliate. This program on April 30th presented 
its 603rd consecutive Sunday broadcast in a 
chain unbroken since it first took the air as a 
CBS sustaining feature in 1932, 


¢ Edward R. Murrow Lux Radio Theatre pen Letter 10 
| 
~ 
’ 
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NILA MACK CHESTER HUNTLEY 
3. For the Regional Station Making an Outstand- — The preponderant tribute of the Peabody Ad- 
ing Contribution to the Community served by visory Board to the efforts of this network. its ay 


affiliates. and its clients and their agencies. is sig- 


CBS STATION KNX, LOS ANGELES, for its — nificant. Significant because the Awards are **... 


special original series of 6 programs. These Are — designed to recognize the most disinterested and 
Americans was broadcast from August5 through public service rendered each year by 
September 9, 1943, aimed specifically towards 
the broadcasting industry’, significant because , 


inter-racial tolerance in the community. The 
j they illustrate the ideal of this network and those 
series was written and produced by Chester 


Huntley under the direction of Mrs. Frances | Who are components of it. The ideal is not only 


Farmer Wilder, educational director of KNX. public service, but excellence of public service. 


It is a continuing ideal. In the 4 years since the Awards began, 24 awards have been 
eranted. Of them 13 have gone to CBS and its affiliates. Whether future years maintain 
this striking leadership or not, one thing is sure: the ideal of excellence will not be 


relaxed. 


This is CBS... the Columbia Broadcasting System 


i 
| 
i 4 
People Lets: Pretend Salt Lake City Tabernacle “These Are Americans” 
| | 
| | 
| 
| in | 
| 
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high frequency band and, to many 


have been faced with an 


observers, 
insurmountable task in trying to 


overcome the colossal wave of tele 
enthusiasm. 
FM to Carry Ball? 

Following Kesten’s policy disclos- 
ure. however, the FM-tele battle 
does not appear quite so one-sided, 
with the radio industry's largest net- 
work willing, even anxious, to aban- 


don present tele band assignments 
and move up the line. The FM 
interests, numbering many newspa- 


per publishers in all sections of the 
country, presumably will be a potent 
foree in trving to convince the FCC 
as to just what is the “public inter- 
est” in the wave length problem. | 
That, of course, is supposed to be 
the Commission’s primary function— 
to protect the public interest and it’s 
pointed out that Kesten stressed the 
angle of set obsolescence and also 
mentioned 
dling audience enthusiasm 
better tele pictures were provided. 
Meanwhile unofficial reaction from 
NEC, Philco, GE, DuMont and others 


ranged from. scoffing to scathing. 
The CBS stand was attacked from 


the engineering viewpoint by state- 
that tele above 200 mega- 
cycles required too much power, too 
much retooling and bumped into an 
almost insurmountable “multi-reflec- 
tion” problem. Others claimed the 
CBS attitude was the worst sort of 
publicity for television at this time 


ments 


; news 


the possibility of dwin- | 
unless | 
| letter of reply 


Tele Battle Lines Drawn 


Continued from page 33 


coiding to a statement drawn up by 


the Television Broadcasters Assn. 
the day after Kesten’s announce- |} 
ment, will give much better results 


than the five-or-more-years-old sets 


| now in use and take full advantage 
| of the 
casts to be beamed on the present | 


improved quality of 
scale of standards. 

CBS also was criticized for break- 
ing its tele announcement just one 


| day before the American Newspaper 


Publishers Assn. wound up its an- 
nual convention in N. Y. with a 
junket to Schenectady where the 
fourth estate big shots were treated 
to a demonstration of 
and entertainment 

Toppers at CBS have 
amplification of Kesten’s “bomb- 
shell” and the net's television de- 
partment is going right ahead with 
preparations for its first 
live video show Friday night (5). 
Broadcast, naturally, will be on cur- 


video as a 
medium. 
made no 


not commercially satisfactory. 


Understood web is preparing a covering all stations impartially so 
to critical editoria]| Privately-owned stations can com- | 
Times Monday| Pete with CBC on solid footing and, | 


published in QW. Y. 


(1) and also will make statement 


» With reference to TBAI's stand. 


| 
| 
| 


inasmuch as it would lead millions | 
who have never seen a tele broad- | 


cast to believe the pictures 
Strictly n.g. 


Post-war television receivers, ac- 


Of the nation’s 3,000 counties, 
Worcester County, the WTAG Mar- 


were | 


this town 


Mex City Stakes 


Television Claim 


Mexico City, April 27. 
This will be the first city in the 
world to have a television station 
functioning on a commercial basis 
will be the seat of 


|extensive electronic investigations. 


So goes the prediction 
Mitchell, representing Dr. Lee de- 
Forest and here upon invitation from 
Alejandro Buelna, chief of the gov- 
ernment tourist bureau. Mitchell 
is dickering with the ministry of 


| national economy for a franchise to 


establish 
| for deForest. 


permanent electronic labs 


He later plans to open 


1a television station. 


ket, stands 12th in total egg pro- | 
| home. 


duction. WTAG is a BIG station in- 


side of a BIG market. 


Undertaking calls for an initial in- 
vestment of $500,000 (Mex.) Mitchell 
also revealed he and deForest plan 
to make Mexico their permanent 


John W. Elwood Toasted 
San Francisco, May 2. 
More than 150 employees of KPO. 
the NBC station in San Francisco, 
feted John W. Elwood, general man- 


ager, on his second anniversary as | 


wartime | 


of John | 


Springfield Dept. Store 
Goes Cross-the-Board 


Springfield, Mass., May 2. 

Forbes and Wallace, Springfield's 
largest department store, has bought | 
the 7:30-7:45 spot on WSPR five- 


' nights-a-week and so breaks its pre- 


broad- | 
' questions on any matter of govern- 


| 
| 


cedent of 


| 
! 
refusing to consider radio | 
advertising. The program “Ask | 
Washington.” on which listeners’ | 
ment or political importance will re- | 
ceive authoritative answers. 

Howard S. Keefe, WSPR program 
directer, will handle the show. 


CBC ‘Monopoly 
Bad: Sedgewick 


Ottawa, May 2, 
Canadian Assn. of Broadcasters. 
representing 64 indies, is opposed to 


| current control of all Dominion air- | 
rent standards which CBS claims is | ¢™s by Canadian Broadcasting’ Corp.. | 


| 


| Prize 


and wants a new, independent setup | 


if they 
web. 

Matter came up last week when 
Joseph Sedgewick. K.C.. CAB coun- 
sel, appeared before the House of 
Commons radio committee and asked 
that CBS “monopoly on_ broadcast- 
ing” be broken. This was CAB’s 
first voice in the current Govern- 
ment radio committee session. Sedge- 
wick added that relations between 
CBC and the indie stations had been 
“friendly in a personal way,” but 
CAB favored independent radio con- 
trol. not CBC control. 

He told the committee that of the 
89 Canadian stations. CBC had Il, 
CAB 64, indie non-CAB members, 
12, and universities 2. 


want to, set up their own)! 


San Antonio, May 2. 
Frank Stewart, program director 
of KABC has resigned to join pro- 
duction staff of the Jane-Wiinelm- 
Laughlan agency, Houston. Stewart 
will be groomed to replace Bill 
Bryan, commentator on the Grand 
aitshows over the ‘Texas 
Quality Network. 
Byran has received a commission 
in the armed forces. 
Cassidy's Added Title | 
Cincinnati, May 2. 
James Cassidy, director of special | 
events for Crosley’s WLW. WSAI 
and WLWO for the past three years, 
has taken on the additional title of 
director of international broadcasts | 


chief of the station, Wednesday (26).| for those stations. 


RADIO 


RECORDINGS * 


Firehouse Follies 
Square Dance Jamboree 


Bouquet of Musical Memories 
Strings In The Night 


Dixieland Strings 


Home Town Minstrels 


Full particulars on request 


FRANK NOVAK 
TRafalgar 4-1999 


New Formats and Ideas 
Worthy of Your Consideration .... 


Small Novelty Groups 


Sourwood Mountain Boys—Hillbilly ensemble. | 
Josh Jenkins’ Silver Cornet Band—Rural home-town band. | 
Tubby Twitchfingers' Meerschaum Boys—Saxophone Octet. | 
Sweet Potato Peelers—Ocarina Band. 
Rootin' Tootin' Boys—Plenty of Corn. 
Missouri Mule-Skinners—Hot and Rhythmic. 


TRANSCRIPTIONS 


ito Me of Love.” 


| Sustaining 


; new 


| fashion 


portend 


— | 


Radio Reviews: | 


Continued from page 40 _| 


with a Rodgers number, and “Speak 


arrangement of “Besame Mucho” by | 
the orch. Gail Patrick read a letter | 
from an armless Canadian soldier in 
a British hospital to his wife in 
Canada, then introduced the writer | 
of the letter, Major Raoul Audette, | 
who spoke on the ease with which | 
modern artificial limbs can be used. | 

Wood wowed with “Stand Up and) 
Fight” from “Carmen Jones,” then | 
introduced Rodgers. After the quiz | 
session, Rodgers kudosed Faith who 
conducted his arrangement of “Okla- 
homa” tunes, assisted by Wood, Miss | 
Monroe and the chorus. Later, orch | 
handled “My Shining Hour.” | 

Introduced by Miss Patrick, Walter 
Abel and Kay Francis on last, Abel 
reading a Noel Coward poem and 
Miss Francis handling a tough as- | 
signment effectively in relating one 
of her experiences while USO tour- 


ing overseas. Show closed with a 
Faith collection of United Nations 


marches. 

VL plugs kept to a comfortable 
minimum, handled by Jack Dennet, 
CBC staff announcer. Show emceed 
by Lt. Austin Willis, RCNVR. former 
CBC staffer. Gorm. 
STARDUST 
With Ted Malone, George Shackley, | 

Lee Sullivan, Angelo Sasso | 
Writer: Ted Malone 
Producer: Dick Charles 
30 Mins.; Sat., 11:30 p.m.-12 a.m. 
Sustaining 
wiz, N. ¥. 

This likeable stanza of poetry, 
songs and music is a new switch on 
George Shackley’s former program, 
*“Moonbeams.” It’s all entertaining 
and ear-soothing stuff that should 
build a sizeable listener audience in 
this late slot on Saturdays. 

Malone’s scripting is compact. his 
narrative chatter cueing the songs by 
Lee Sullivan and musical interludes 
and backgrounding by Shackley on 
organ and Angelo Sasso on violin are 
keyed in nifty tempo that invites 
relaxation, 

Sullivan has pleasing baritone and 
gives out admirably with a trio of 
pops, new and yesteryear faves. 
These are prefaced by word em- 
brodiery by Malone and the musical 
interludes. Shackley’s organ, vibra- 
phone and piano contribs are up to 
his usual standard. Sasso’s violin 
accomps are also up to par. 
“MYSTERIOUS TRAVELER” 

With Maurice Tarplin, Irene Hub- 
bard, Elizabeth Morgan, Lawson 
Zerbe, Gertrude Warner, Bradley 
Barker 

Preducer-director: Jock MacGregor 

Writers: Bob Arthur, David Cogan 

30 Mins., Sun.,, 3:50 p.m. 


WOR-Mutual, New York 

Initial program on April 23 of this | 
Mutual mystery series bodes } 
well for the future. It’s thrilling in 
the telling and good radio, with well- | 
paced direction by Jock MacGregor | 


from a script by Bob Arthur and | 
David Cogan, 

Acting and sound effects, with an |} 
eerie musical background by “Doc” | 
Whipple at the organ, put listeners in | 
the proper mood for these tales of | 
the weird and sunernatural. Title of 
the first stint. “Escape by Death,” is | 


indicative of the type program that 


has sueceeded the “Bulldog Drum- 
mond” series. which is now on 


Mutual at a later hour each Sunday. 

Yarn concerned two old maids, in- 
vited to live with their nephew, who | 
turn to murder when they are bur- 
dened by persecution compiex. 
brought about by the nephew’s deeds, | 
including the attempt to sell their 
home without their knowledge. and | 
the sudden death of their pet kitten. 


which they believe was from foud | 
poisoned by the gent. 
Maurice Tarplin, vet radio actor, 


enacted leading role in workmanlike | 
and was ably supported by 
topflight cast. Sten. 


Followup Comment 
| 


Chico Marx, guesting on “Basin 
Street” WJZ Sunday night 


(30), previded a refreshing interlude | 
of -eOmedy via dialect funstering., | 
punctuated by duet instrumental 
with Lavalle. The fertilizer gag wasa 
bit off the beam for radio listening, 
but his other lingo registered nicely 
for laughs. 

Alterations instituted on the Milton 
Berle-Blue net “Let Yourself Go” 
program for Eversharp last week (25) | 
smoother sailing with the | 


followed by Faith's | 


is 


‘TELE SALES CO. GETS 


CHARTER IN ALBANY 


Albany, May 2 


The Television Sales Co. of Amer- 
ica, Inc, has been chartered to cop- 


duct a business in television, radio 


and telegranphy with headquarters in 


N. Y. Canital stock consists of 2006 
shares with no par value listed 
Directors are Atty. Jerome WD, 


Oltarsh, 570 Seventh avenue, N. Y,, 
and Benjamin B. Weinberg 
Alfred I. Littler, also of N. Y. 


New concern plans to set un an 
agency for the sale and distribiticn 
of television equipment 


ana 


new format devised to make fuller 
use of Berle’s lightning wit. Stanza 
almost entirely an ad-li 
proposition which, of course, is right 
down the emcee’s alley. 


Norman Corwin came up with an- 
other heart-warming CBS session 
Tuesday night (25) to honor the 
memory of Dorie Miller, USN Negro 
mess attendant decorated for hero- 
ism at Pearl Harbor and later lost 
in action. Canada Lee, Josh White, 
Mary Lou Williams, the Golden Gate 
quartet and other sepian headliners 
chipped in with top performances. 
Burgess Meredith 
moving performance in the sketch 
“Land’s End” on the Kate Smith 
CBS program (28), but the philoso- 
phy which the rather unusual play- 
let seemed to advocate, at least by 
indirection, and the implied criticism 
of New York State’s prison and pa- 
role system, must have made a few 
thoughtful listeners wonder whether 
the net executives would anrevisedly 
approve it on close scrutiny. 


Capt. gave a 


Indian’s last stand against white 
man's invasion and takeover in Can- 
ada (1895) was expertly dramatized 
on “Lands of the Free” series Sun- 
day (30) on WEAF. Script compact 
and acting up to par. Appended by 
talk by Dr. Harold McGill, Canadian 
administrator of Indian affairs, point- 
ing up Indians’ inability to justify 
white’s usurpation of their lands. 


Hartford .-- 
the Basic Columbia 
for Connecticut 

the station that has 
m rate for 
tional, 

It's 
gives 


its 
Station 


one low unifor 
all advertisers—"9 
regional and local. 
the station that 
you all 3—coverage, Pro- 
grams, rate! 

USE WDRC TO 

CONNECT IN 

CONNECTICUT 


D’ARTEGA 


AND HIS 
GIRL ORCHESTRA 


OPENING 
CENTER THEATRE 
NOKFOLK, MAY 4 


ALL 


Personal Management 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 
Direction: William Morris Agcy. 


Specializing Ta 


The Entertainment) Vield 


Carl Oppenheimer 
C.P.A. 
Business and Tax Consultant 


6331 HOLLYWoorpD BLVD. 
Holly wood 28, Calif. 


ces 
AFFILIATE 


REPRESENTED BY J 


OHN BLAIR & CO. 


| 
SURAMBLE STEWART TO HOUSTON | 
from the WTAG | 
piease! 
| CONNECTICUT S PIONEER 
| | | 
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STARTING May 7th 


BLUE NETWORK—COAST TO COAST 


1:30 P.M. ew 


Starring the Kayedets, the Kaye Choir and 
Serenaders Nancy Norman, Sally Stuart, 
Billy Williams, and Arthur Wright. 


The Kaye kind of musical magic seems made for our enchanting new Tangee Petal- 
Finish Face Powder! For everybody knows that Pied Piper Kaye pitches the petal-finish, 
melodic woo that all the ladies fall for...the Bobby Socks Gang, the Mothers’ Brigade, 
the Country Club Crowd, and the Swing Shifters! The men, too, okay Sammy Kaye... 
that’s why he’s a top star of screen and stage, record and radio! 

| THE HOUSE OF TANGEE 


and 
WARWICK & LEGLER, INC. 


| 
| 
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Bands at Hotel B. O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, {s the estimated cover 
charge busiiess being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 

Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Plased Week On Date 
1,000 6.275 


Hote! 
Emil Petti... Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50). 


eee 6 


Lani McIntire.... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)......... 116 1,775 210,000 
Jerry Wald.......New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 8 1,625 15,300 
Glen Gray....... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 1 2,300 3,850 | 
Leo Reisman..... Waldorf (550; 10 2,918 30,268 | 
Count Basie...... Lincoln (275: $1-$1.50)....cccccccee 3 1,100 4.300 
Guy Lombardo .. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 30 1,850 56,100 
Boyd Reeburn... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 0 +1.000 1,000 


° Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Biltmore 
have ice shows. Waldorf has Russell Swann, Victor Borge, Talia, Lexviug- 
ton, Harcaiian floor show. 


¥ 3 days. 


Chicago 


Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 400; $2.50 min.). Paul | 


Draper proving good b.o.; with Bondshu drew excellent 2.800. 

Carmen Cavallaro (Empire Room, Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). 
No tax eilect here. Cavallaro and show headed by Larry Adler, great 
10,850. 

Tommy Dorsey (Pantrer Room, Sherman hotel; 950: $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Ropes up. Split week of Louis Armstrong and Dorsey super 7.000. 

Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel: 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Little off with around 3,800. 

Eddie Oliver's Orchest:a (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel: 1,100: 
i ana 75¢ cover charge plus $1.25 min.). Room did around 5,000. Very 
siow, 

George Olsen (Boulevard Room, 
Olsen's getting hot; fine 4,200. 


Stevens hotel; 700; 


Los Angeles 


Freddie Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
4.000 tabs. 


Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900: $1-$1.50). 


Average end-of-month 


Rocking with solid 4,200 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
Hal Mcintyre (Palladium B. Hollywood, sixth week). 
deck May 2. McIntyre blowing out to terrifice 33,000. 
Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, 16th week). Slowing down to 6,500 
after long haul. 
Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles, 26th week). 
Filled at 5,200. 


Jan Garber on 


No comment. 


(Chieago) 
Gay Claridge (Chez Paree: 650; $3-$3.50 min.). 
and Cross and Dunn around 4,700. 
Del Courtney (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). 
4,200. 


Still off, but Claridge 


Chalked up around good 


| 
$2.50-$3. min.). | 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending April 29) 
Love, Love, Love........ Santly 
Long Ago, Far Away. .Crawford 
San Fernando Valley.....Movrris 
Chappell 
I'll Be Seeing You. ..Williamson 
Don’t Sweetheart Me. .Advanced 


Wish I Could Hide......Shapiro 
River of Roses..... Shapiro 


Goossens, Others 
Fined By AFM In 


Cincinnati, May 2. 

Eugene Goossens, conductor, and 
five other members of the Cincin- 
nati symphony orchestra were pe- 
nalized Thursday (27) by the Cincy 
Musicians’ association (Local No. 1, 
'AFM) on charges of “conduct detri- 
mental to the association during 
negotiations for a contract” for the 
1944-45 season. 

Goossens was fined $1,250 and sus- 
pended from membership for three 
months; William Knox, chairman of 
| the orchestra committee, drew a $2,- 
500 fine and six-month suspension; 
Reuben Lawson, violinist and per- 
sonnel manager, was fined $750 and 


suspended for three months, and 
fines were assessed these violinists: 


Hobart A. Schoch, $250; Henry 
Wohlgemuth, $100 and Rubin Phil- 
lips, $100. Goossens subsequently 


denied the charges. 


Penalties become effective May 16, 
which will not interfere with the 


rection of Goossens, in Cincy’s bi- 
annual May Festival, May 11-13, in 
Music Hall. 

. Unless changed by appeal to AFM 
international officers, the suspen- 
sions will prevent Goossens and 
Lawson from filling summer engage- 
ments. 
pear with * out-of-town orchestras 
and Lawson has always worked with 
the orchestra of symphony members 
playing for the Cincy Summer Opera 
seasons. 


Cincy Symph Rap 


orchestra’s participation, under di- |} 


Goossens was booked to ap- | 


Continued 


and will present the War Loan mes- 
sage to the country beginning well 
in advance of the June 12 teeoff date. 

This decision was reached at a 
meeting of the newsreel! division of 
the WAC with O'Donnell last Fri- 
day (28). 

Meantime, regional meetings are 
scheduled to~start in Washington 
May 10, with others subsequently in 
New York, Chicago and other key 
cities to rally exhibitor support for 
the campaign. Claude Lee, director 
of public relations for Paramount, 
is serving as film industry consul- 
tant to the War Finance Division of 
the U. S. Treasury. 

Editors and publishers of all film 
trade publications pledged their sup- 
port to the industry’s Fifth War 
Loan drive to O’Donnell previously. 
All trade publications will publish 
special issues devoted to the Fifth 
War Loan well in advance of the 
start of the campaign. 

Ray Beall, publicity director for 
the industry’s Fifth War Loan Com- 
mittee, has selected, as a volunteer 
staff of assistants, Si Seadler, Metro, 
to serve as advertising consultant 
|}and take charge of trade press ad- 
| vertising: Gil Golden, Warners’ na- 
tional advertising manager, to han- 
dle sponsored newspaper advertising 
and work with Seadler on trade 
press advertising; Martin Starr, radio 


director for United Artists, to han- 
dle fadio; John Harkins, Eastern 
| publicity rep for Vanguard (Selz- 
| nick), to handle syndicates; Alfred 
| Finestone, Paramount, to handle 
‘trade press publicity and contacts. 
| O’Donnell on Monday (1) an- 
; nounced members of the industry 
| committee to direct the drive as fol- 
| lows: 

Richard M. Kennedy, co-chairman 
of the national committee: John J. 
Friedl, campaign director; Joseph 
Kinsky, campaign coordinator; Ray 
Beall, publicity director; Ned FE. 
Depinet, head of distribution divi- 
sion; Claude Lee, motion picture 
consultant to the Treasury; Leonard 
Goldenson and Henry Ginsberg, to 
; head industry sales. 


Coast Huddles 
Hollywood, May 2. 
Goal of $6,000,000,000 has been set 


oth War Loa 


from page | Qo 


effort in selling E series War Bonds 
for the coming Fifth War Loan drive 
R. J. O'Donnell, general chairman 
for industry, announced here. 

O'Donnell is here with Claude PF 
Lee, industry consultant to the War 
Finance Division. Hold meetings for 
next four days with various groups 
of industry. Ted Gamble. War 
Finance Division national directory 
arrives Thursday to attend confabs 
with O’Donnell and Lee. 


NBC Pinch 


| Continued from page 1 _| 


continue, but this didn’t quiet the 
troubled waters. Situation remained 
strained since then with net demand- 
ing certain script changes such as 
elimination of unfavorable refer- 
ences to the Peace Now Movement 
-and toning down of treatment of 
fascist mothers’ organizations, 

Last week’s episode seemingly had 
nothing to do with previous events 
but feeling among agency men is 
that net took advantage of oppor- 
tunity to take a crack at the airer 
when chance presented itself. Cut- 
off occurred at the end of the first 
act when woman spying on fascists 
|was killed by being hit over the 
| head with-a cane. Sound effect fol- 
|lowing the murder was eliminated 
| by control engineer who cut it off 
|the air under orders from C. %, 
| Menser, net veepee in charge of spe- 
events. Agency had _ been 
| warned that if they didn’t change 
ithe script the cutoff would occur, 
but they decided to go ahead any- 
way. 

Menser later declared that show 
was cut off because the net’s policy 
didn’t permit gruesome sound effecis, 
However, some agency producers 
point out that more gruesome mur- 
ders have been committed over NBC. 


Mrs. Emery Deutsch, wife of the 
bandleader now in the Merchant Ma- 
rine, and Mrs. Abe Osser, wife of 
an arranger, are the writers of “I 
Dream of You,” published by Em- 
bassy Music. 


(A TAR AND SPAR IN LOVE) 
Orch. by JACK MASON 


rate "usiey 


nd 


gt ach 


Book and Lyrics by 


CARL FISCHER, 


Published by CARL FISCHER, Inc. 


HOWARD DIETZ 


OTHER HIT SONGS IN THE SCORE— 


PALM BEACH e@ FAREWELL FOR A WHILE @ APPRENTICE SEAMAN e YOU'VE GOT TO HAVE A REASON TO BE A CIVILIAN 
Published by CARL FISCHER, Inc, | 


COOPER SQUARE « NEW YORK __. 


Two Great Songs from an Outstanding Score! 


ARM THE SILVER SHIELD 


(FIGHTING SONG OF THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD) 
Orch. by VIC SCHOEN — Band Arr. by PHIL LANG 


Published 


"es leg FROM THE U. S. COAST GUARD RECRUITING REVUE 


and SPARS” 


FRIDAY NEW YORK STRAND THEATRE 


by LEEDS MUSIC Corp. 


Music by 


Lt. VERNON 


PROFESSIONAL MATERIAL AVAILABLE— 


LEEDS MUSIC Corp. 


RADIO CITY e NEW YORK 


Inc. 


DUKE u.s.c.c. (7) 


for the motion picture industry's - 
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How Sweet You Are 


Impact of ballad and jump music on radio listeners is indicated in 


aA week. 
went up, 


test made recently by a name combo sustaining on the air five days 
When the outfit scheduled mostly softer stuff its Crossley 
and vice versa when jump material predominated. 


By now most bandleaders recognize that commercial music is a 


must. 
ten 


However, determination of a point so fine—as the effect on lis- 
ers when both styles are consistently used, but one or the other 


predominates—brought surprising results. 


| 307, Tax Nips Bookers’ Chances At 


Getting Name Bands for Locations 


If the current drop in business be-¢ 


ing experienced by nameband hotel 
and location jobs due to the 30% tax 
continues, booking agencies expect 
to face an extremely difficult task 
in keeping such spots supplied with 
music. Majority of these jobs are 
played on a guarantee and percent- 
age, and with business falling off due 
to the tax tap, the possibility, of 
earning much less (or, rather, los- 
ing much more since most of these 
pookings are played at a financial 
loss) will force the average leader 
to steer clear of them. 

For the past six months or so, 
agencies have had trouble enough 
getting an occasional top name to 
take a loss to protect an account. 
With the tax killing biz and slicing 
potential earnings it wil] be prac- 
tically impossible to get bookings. 
This is worrisome, but the primary 
task will be in selling those bands 
just below the top names, who do 
most of the hotel and location work, 
the idea of locating. These bands 
today have operating costs not too 
far below top names in many in- 
stances because they have to bid in 
the same market for musicians, and 
the reduction in business and the 
consequent smaller income can hurt 
them much more. 

At the beginning of the 30% tax, 
majority of the name band rooms in 
N. Y. had no way of determining 
how much business was hurt due to 
holidays. It seemed normal. How- 
ever, it was quickly found that the 
government's collection was cutting 
attendance plenty. 


ASCAP Tables Move 
By O'Connor to Fight 
30% Tax on Niteries 


Board of 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers tabled: a at | 
regular monthly meeting last Thurs- 
day (27) condemning the Govern- 
ment’s 30% tax on nightclub patrons. 
Johnny O'Connor is said to have 
been the originator of the resolution, 


directors of American 


resolution 


sending it over from his home, where | totaling 450 


he has been ill, 

Society's reasons for refusing to 
second O’Connor’s motion are vague. 
Tax, which has been proving 
mental to nightclub business, 
rectly affects ASCAP'’s 


Aatri 


Cugat’s Longhair Chores 
With Mexican Symphony 


Following five concerts, starting 
Aug. 1, one a week with the Mexican 
Symphony in Mexico City, Xavier 
Cugat opens the Casa Cugat on the 
Sunset “Strip” in Hollywood Sept. 
15. He will double with Metro pic- 
tures. 

Maestro, completing a record 10- 
week run at the N. Y. Paramount 
last night (Tues.) with “Lady in the 
Dark,’ goes to Boston, Chicago and 
other theatre dates, does one month 
(July) as the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 
and thence to Mexico. 


Columbia Beefs 
On Basie ‘Piracy 


Attorneys for Columbia Records 
have threatened Keynote Records 
with a suit if it proceeds to release 
discs allegedly made for that label 
by Count Basie and men from his 


band under the name _ “Prince 
Charming.” Basie himself is said to 
have participated in the Keynote 


date, whereas he did not in the case 
of others made for Savoy Records, 
which previously had Columbia 
peeved plenty. These were recorded 
by Basie’s men under the leadership 
of sax-singer Earl Warren. - 


*This is the second loud beef re 
name leaders under contract else- 
where making discs for Keynote. 


Several months ago there was a big 
blowup over Lionel Hampton's cut- 


j ting for that outfit while under con- 


tract at Decca. 


3 BUDDY MORRIS FIRMS 


JUMPED 450 POINTS 


Increases in availability 


points were granted 
Buddy Morris’ three publishing firms 


last week by appeals board of Amer- 


| ican Society of Composers, Authors 


indi- | 
income. In} 


the past week or so there have been | 


numerous club closings claimed to be 
due to the tax. 


Contact Men's Union, following a| 


request by Matt Shelvey, national 


airector of the American Guild of | 
Variety Artists, seconded a resolu- | 


tion during its meeting 
night (1) as being against the 30% 
tap. 


Pluggers Not Entitled 
To Vacation If Quitting 


Contact men who quit their jobs 
Will not be entitled to vacation pay 
henceforth. 

Ruling was passed during a coun- 
cil meeting Monday night (1) 
lowing Many complaints from pub- 
lishers that employees quitting were 
cemanding vacation pay in addition 
to severence salary they're entitled 
'o by union regulations. 


It’s Major Salter Now 


Capt. Harry Salter has been pro- 
moted to rank of major. He's con- 
nected with the Music Section of the 


His department has done important 
work in obtaining music for the 
Many Army bands. 

Chief of the Section is Lt. Col. 
Howard Bronson. 


Dave Matthews, former arranger 
and tenor-sax for Benny Goodman, 
Joined the Stan Kenton crew. suc- 
ceeding Red Dorris, who has been 
sreeted by Uncle Sam. 


Monday | 


| which 


and Publishers, after a previous re- 
quest to the classification committee 
had been rejected. Three firms, Mor- 
ris, Melrose and Mayfair, now rate 
at 2,700 points: Morris, 1,000; Mel- 
900, Mayfair, 800. Pre- 
viously, each was worth. 750 points 

Morris himself made the _ initial 
plea to the classification committee, 
was rejected. Lee 


rose, and 


; attorney, prepared and presented the 


second application, basing his argu- | 


ment on the theory that the flat 


| distribution of 750 points to each of 


| 


fol- | 


three catalogs under the same roof 
was not drawing too fine a line of 
classification. He had prepared, it’s 
said, extensive listings of the copy- 
rights owned by company 
which, compared, that an 


each 


indicated 


| 


{jump to 


| 


| 
| 


| 


NEW SINGING STAR 
Making her appearance May 14 at 
the Merchant Seaman’s Club. 


Will star in a musical “Despo” on 
Broadway this fall. 


Columbia, Victor Again 
Dicker for Swap On 


Sinatra, Spivak Discs 


Master-dise swapping negotiations | 


between Columbia and Victor Rec- | 


ords, which fell through when orig- 
inally attempted several months ago, 
are on again. Victor, apparently via 
pressure from Charlie Spivak, whose 
band has not had a recording on the 
market for more than a year, has 
offered Columbia Frank Sinatra’s re- 
cording of “Night and Day” and 
“Lamplighter’s Serenade” ex- 
change for Spivak’s “I'll Remember 
April” and “Don’t Take Your Love 
From Me.” Columbia is willing, but 
wants “Song Is You” by Sinatra in 
place of “Serenade.” 

Sinatra made the Victor discs 
while he was still with Tommy Dor- 
sey’s orchestra, which is with that 


company. Now he's with Columbia. 
Spivak was with Columbia and 
switched to Victor after James. C. 


Petrillo’s disc ban went into effect. 
Columbia holds about six unreleased | 
sides made by Spivak before his | 
Victor, which it never | 
marketed. 


VOGEL SUES MARKS ON 
SOLMAN-LAMB TUNE 


Seeking ownership of 50° renewal | 


| rights to “The Bird On Nellie’s Hat,” | 


| Jerry 
| against 


; week, 
ratings | 


Vogel Music Co. filed suit 
Edward B. Marks Music} 
Corp. in N. Y, federal court last 
Vogel asks an accounting of | 


derived by Marks from the 


profits 


|'song since 1933, when latter .secured | 


the tune in 1906. Marks originally 
published and, in 1933, Solman 0b- 
tained renewal rights and assigned 


lously and Vogel asserts it 


tempting to 


Eastman, | 


its rights from Alfred Solman, 
writer. | 
Solman and Arthur J. Lamb wrote | 


co- | 


died previ- 
obtained 
Lamb, a| 
Lamb had 


to Marks. Lamb had 


his rights from Cecil 
brother, on June 4. 1940. 
no other dependents 
Vogel charges Marks with at- 
withhold all royalties 
Also. 


from him and Lamb's brother. 


that Marks has falsely represented 
to the music trade that plaintiff 1s 
without rights and has slandered 


identical rating for each catalog was 


inequitable. 


Defer on ASCAP Appeal 


Decision was reserved Friday (28) 


by appellate division of N. Y. Su- | 
i preme Court on motion by American 
| Society of Composers, Authors and 


Publishers for leave to appeal recent 


| verdict against.them to circuit court 


| with 
Special Service of the U. S. Army.| 


‘of appeals. Move is in connection 
suit against Society by Gem 
Musie and Denton & Haskins, asking 
an accounting and charging ASCAP 
officials failed in duty to the organ- 
ization. 

Action names individual members 
of ASCAP as defendants, along with 


| the Society. Justice Benedict Dineen, 


|of N. Y. supreme court, recently de- 


cided originally they were not dere- 
lict in duty. Later appellate division 
decided they were, hence ASCAP’s 


motion to appeal. 


‘the Capitol 


title of plaintiff. Vogel also asks 
injunction restraining Marks from 
making “false and defamatory” 
statements in connectign with the 


dispute. 


Carle’s A. C. Dates Cued 
By His Old Gold Show 


Frankie Carle's 
booked for the 
City, fe 


keeping 


orchestra 
Stee] Pier, At- 


weekends as a 


been 
four 
the N. ¥ 
Gold 


weeks, 


means of him lt 


area. thus extending his Old 


commercial another eight 
the air 
addi- 


Carle originally went on 
eight weeks April 5 and the 
tional eight contingent 
his remaining in N. Y. He closes at 
theatre, N. Y., 


Was 


(Wednesday). 
Band goes off the Old Gold show 


for 
upon 


today | 


after the program of July 19, but, | 
according to*his contract, will re- 
turn to it in October if the format | 


then still calls for a dance orchestra. 
He is due into the Pennsylvania ho- 
tel. N. Y.. early that month. Its first 
location date outside N. Y., is at 
Frank Dailey’s Terrace 


NY 
toom, New- 


jark, May 11. 


joi 


Agcys. Signing GI's As Post-War 
Maestros; GAC Grabs Elman 


Rainbow, Allentown 
Dancery, Taken Over 


Rainbow Ballroom, Central Park, 
Allentown, Pa., has been taken over 
by a partnership headed by Ed 


| Gruber, who will operate with name 
| bands. 


Spot has no opening combo 
as yet. 

Rainbow will run in opposition to 
Andy Perry, established Allentown 
promoter, whose Empire Ballroom 
was taken over by the government 
and who now uses the Armory there. 


Non-Show People 
Would Back Bands 


Agency executives assert that the 


¢ Some of 
hot 


'as sidemen. 


idea of financing new bands, which | 


Files WB Suit 


most money-men within the indus- 
try gave up immediately after Pear] 
Harbor, is becoming increasingly in- 
teresting to people in other theatri- 
cal fields and others never before 
connected with entertainments One 
agent claims he has been approached 
repeatedly during past weeks by 
people ready to invest in any likely 
leader-prospect he would select. 

Most of the band financiers who 
were active pre-war did an about 
face as soon this country got into 
the fight, and very few of them have 
resumed activity. Financing cur- 
rently is too risky a business due to 
high operating costs, the difficulty 
of recording, ete. 


Maestro Group Would 
Buy H’wood Ballroom 
As Rival to Palladium 


Small 
leaders 


syndicate of 
and their 


name 
managers is cur- 
rently looking over a ballroom near 
the Palladium, Hollywood, 
view toward taking it over. 
idea jells each of the leaders would 
spend a couple months apiece on lo- 
cation at the spot, providing oppo- 
sition to the Palladium, which many 
top-name maestros are peeved at be- 
cause Of salary deals that dancery 
offers. 


Several months ago Abe Lyman. 
who owns a fairly large piece of 


|property directly opposite the Pal- 


ladium, was talking about building a 
ballroom in opposition to the Palia- 
dium. Nothing ever came of. it. 


Cone 


the band agencies are 
after potential leader material 
now in signing 
post-war 
men 
who 


uniform, various 
tries at 
are not 
they've al- 
and, for 


personalities for 


maestroing, Agency 
tell 


signatured 


too eager to 


ready obvious 
reasons, who they're after, but one 


contract already definite is that be- 


tween General Amus. Corp. and 
trumpeter Ziggy Elman. Latter was 


with Tommy Dorsey pre-war. He's 
in a California post band. 

Like Elman, a majority of the 
material being approached and al- 
ready signed had previously worked 
Before going into serv- 
ice, Elman was frequently ap- 
proached to form his own band, but 
consistently rejected such ideas, pre- 
ferring to remain free of head- 
aches by remaining a well-paid un- 
derling. 


Vs. ‘Hit Parade’ 


American Tobacco Co. and Foote, 
& Belding, ad agency on 


| the Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” radio 


band |! 


with a; 
If the | 


probably due to the lack of building 


materials. 


ASCAP FILES 3D SUIT 
VS. NW EXHIBITORS 


Minneapolis, May 2. 

In its fight againgt a number of 
the territory’s independent exhibi- 
tors who are refusing to pay the 
music tax, the American Society of 
Authors, Composers and Publishers, 
| through some of its members, has 
filed its third suit. Latest de- 


fendants are Harry Dickerman and 


program, were served with papers 
last week in suit being filed 
against the show by Advanced Mu- 
sic, one of the Warner Bros. com- 
bine. Luckies has 20 days to answer 
the charge being made by Warners, 
in behalf of the entire music indus- 
try, that the “Hit Parade” is “detri- 
mental to the music business due to 
inaccuracies in its rating of s0- 
called “hit songs.” 

Warners action is based on the 
program’s handling of “Don't Sweet- 
heart Me,” published by Advanced, 
which was performed on the ciga- 
ret show only once despite the fact 
that for weeks it was up among the 
best sellers in sheet music and per- 
formances. 

Serving of papers on the sponsor 
and advertising apeyicy marks the 
first time a legal move by a musie 
publisher has reached the filing 
stage. For years the music indus- 
trv has objected to and threatened 
court action against the program, 
but no pub went beyond making 
threats. 


Goodman to Play At 


Servicemen Hosps 
With Pickup Outfit 


Benny Goodman intends organiz- 
small combination next month 


Ing a 


to work servicemen hospitals. He 
wont have a set band, but will use 
whatever men are available, such as 
Count Basie. currently at the Lin- 
coin hotel, N. Y., or Teddy Wilson, 
former alumni. He figures on starte- 


ing May 10. 
Goodman hasn't 


work 


orchestra in 


aone any 
nee disbanding his 
California 


a month ago. 


DEEMS TAYLOR AGAIN 


the Atlas circuit which, it’s alleged, | 


used copyrighied 
Minneapolis neighborhood theatres 
without authorization. Total dam- 
ages of $1,000 on four counts of $250 
eacn are being 


music at its 


sought. 


The other two suits are agzinst 
the W. R. Frank theatres and the 
Bennie Berger chain. All are fed- 
eral court actions. 


Whiteman’s Coast 
After Roxy, N.Y., Bowout 


Paul Whiteman 
weeks at the Roxy, N. Y., 
and scrams pronto to 
his Republic film assignment “At- 
lantic City,” long overdue. 

He must wrap that up in two 
weeks. in order to get back for the 
May 28 finale of the Philco-"Variety” 
Radio Hail of Fame series. originat- 
ing from Philadelphia before some 
13.000 Philco employees. 

Whiteman and Philco continue 
the same WJZ-Blue over 
summer, Sundays 6-7 p.m., the Hall 


closes his three 
next week 


the Coast for 


slot the 


of Fame format suspending for 13 
weeks until Aug. 27, with Philco 
nerely filling in with a summer 
esta of Whiteman music. 


two | 


| from 


ELECTED ASCAP PREZ 


American Society of Authors, 
Composers and Publishers reelected 


Deems Taylor as president for tne 
third straight year last Thursday 
(27). putting into office with him 
Gustave Schirmer and Oscar Ham- 
merstein II, vice-presidents: George 
W. Meyer, secretary; Max Dreyfus 


Jack Bregman, assistant 


treasurer; 


ecretary, and Irving Caesar, assist- 
ant treasure 

Officers were elected by the board 
of iirectors which itself was p it 
into office ia a membership vote 
everal weeks ago. John G. Paine 


as general manager. 


Deems Taylor’s Music 
Doctorate at Syracuse 


Deems Tavlor, president of Amer- 
ican Society Composers, Authors, 
Publishers drew an honorary doctor 
of musie degree from Syracuse Uni- 
versity yesterday (Tuesday). Occa- 
sion was school’s 74th annual com- 
mencement. 

He has received similar citations 
Dartmouth, University of 
Rochester, Cincinnati Conservatory 
of Music and New York University, 
und a doctor of literature from Juni- 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 


throughout the country as reported by operators to “Variety.” Names of 


more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popu- 


larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren- 


thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1. Love, Love, Love (6) (Santly)...........Guy Lombardo ......Decca 

2. Love You (2) (Chappell)......... ) Perry Como Victor 

3. Besame Mucho (16) (Melodylane).. +) Abe Lyman ...... pears Hit 
4. Don’t Sweetheart Me (7) (Advanced)...... Lawrence Welk ...... Decca 
( Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 


5. When They Ask About You (7) (Berlin). 


6. Couldn’t Sleep Wink (10) (T. B. Harms). 


7. I'll Be Seeing You (2) (Williamson)... 
9. Do Nothing Till Hear (10) (Robbins).. 
10. I'll Get By (1) (Berlin) ..... | 


} Sonny Dunham ......... Hit 


Frank Sinatra, ....Columbia 


| King Sisters . .. Victor 


Joe Glaser moves his band man- 
agement office to the Squibb Bldg., 


N. Y., next month. 


Everett Neil doubling as announcer 


;at KDKA, Pittsburgh, and piano with 


| Al Marsico band at Nixon Cafe, Pitt. 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending March 30, °44) 
London, April 1. 


Maurice 
Kiss Be... 
It Can't Be Wrong..... Chappell 
Someday Soon......... Connelly 
My Heart Tells Me....... Wood 
Journey to a Star......... Wood 
Sending My Blessings...... Gay 
If I Had My Way...... Connelly 
Getting Tired.......... Chappell 
No Love, No Nothing..... Wood 
I Wonder Why....... Cinephonic 
Victory Polka......... Chappell 


Canadian Tooter-Ace 


In German Prison Camp 


Calgary, April 25. 
Leslie Lucas, former trombonist 
with Jerry Fuller orchestra here 
and later with Len Hopkins’ band 
in Ottawa, is reported a prisoner 
of war in Germany. Flier with 


| RCAF, was reported missing after a 


raid on Leipzi&® Feb. 9. 


Spade Cooley’s two orchestras, the 
Barn Dance Gang and the Rhythm 
Riders, switched management to 
Rockwell General Amusement Corp. 
On a seven-year contract. 


TheSang Theat, 


as wellasthe af Home! 
aud the Publiclves 


by HRM Dancelrrch b 


- Remember that oid saying? 


"Brains originate, Monkeys imitate." 


On the 


Columbia Records releasing albums 
by Count Basie, “Blues by Basie,” 
and another by singer Buddy Clarke, 
now in Army, on May 15. 


Jose Morand combo started its 
second year at the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
last week. 

Milt Herth orchestra switches to 
William Morris agency management 
May 18. 


Stan Kenton’s orch. plays its swan 
song on the Bob Hope show June 6, 
after which it swings east on a thea- 
tre tour, 


Sy Shribman has taken over per- 
sonal management of Bob Chester’s 
band. 


Frankie Carle orchestra set for 
Frank Dailey’s Terrace Room, New- 
ark, N. J., opening May 11. 


Billy Yates band, after six-months 
at Hotel Roosevelt, Pittsburgh, en- 
larged to go into Bill Green’s Casino, 
Friday (28). Replaces Joy Caylor’s 
all-girl outfit. 


Johnny Kalish, Pittsburgh bassist, 
from Eddie Stone band to Chuck 
Foster at Blackhawk, Chicago. 


Frankie Carlson, drummer, last 
with Horace Heidt, into Marine band 
at Camp Elliott, Calif. 


Hy White, former Woody Herman 
guitarist, joinst‘CBS studio band in 


Carlos Molina’s orchestra, handled 
by Frederick Bros. agency, replaces 
Al Donahue May 25 at the Palace 
hotel, San Francisco, 

Hal McIntyre band signed for 
“Eadie Was a Lady,” third picture 
at Columbia. 


Karl Kalash band inked for third 


year on Regal Amber Beer air pro- 


gram, originating at KPO, San Fran- 
cisco. 


Harry James’ band booked May 
13-14 at the San Francisco Civic 
Auditorium, 


Wynonie Harris replaced Trevor 
Bacon as vocalist with Lucky Mil- 
linder’s band. Tab Smith is leav- 
ing also to form his own three-piece 
combo, 


Jan Savitt band follows Louis 


Armstrong into Trianon Ballroom, 
Los Angeles, starting June 6. 


Louis Prima band held over at 
Park Central hotel, N. Y., another 
three weeks. First four ends May 


Abe Gayle orch moved out of Mike 
Lyman’s into the Monte Cristo, new 
Hollywood eatery. 


Charlie Barnet, reclassified 4F for 
the fourth time, is returning to Cul- 
ver City to lead his band at the 
Casa Manana as soon as Bob Crosby 
moves out. 


Wallenstein Re-signed 
As L.A. Symph Maestro 


Los Angeles, May 2. 

Alfred Wallenstein was signed for 
two more years as musical director 
and conductor of the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Harvey S. Mudd was re-elected 
president of the association and Mrs. 
Leiland Atherton Irish continued as 
executive vice-president and secre- 
lary. 


Kaye’s Coke Shots 


Sammy Kaye's orchestra wiil oc- 
cupy the Coca-Cola broadcast for at 
least the next two Fridays and pos- 
sibly one other. Kaye will work 
from service camps in the N. Y, 
area and will use his “So You Want 
to Lead a Band” audience stunt on 
each show. 

As a rule, bands on the Coca-Cola 
show vary each night of the week. 


St. Loo’s Band Switch 
St. Louis, May 2. 

At the suggestion of Mayor Aloys 
P. Kaufmann, the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment last week con- 
tributed $7,000 to the 1944-45 budget 
for cuffo band concerts in various 
city parks. 

Until about six years ago the city 
annually paid for the cuffo concerts 
but a tightening of revenue and 
heavy expenditure caused an aban- 
donment of the policy. 


MPLS. SYMPH NEEDS 1006 
Minneapolis, May 2. 
More than $100,000 still is needed 
to assure a continuation of the Min- 
neapolis symphony orchestra. 
An has so far netted about 
$65,000. 


Silver 


England's Gnreat Wet Mntroduced tn America by Joan Sroske 


Nings The Moonlight 


Words and Music by HUGH CHARLES, LEO TOWERS, SONNY MILLER 


MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 1619 BROADWAY, N.Y.19 + LON MOONEY, Gen. Prof. Mgr. : . 


TOM MY avd ie SEY Features 


On the COCA-COLA Spotlight Band, Mondays, 9:30 P.M., and Currently Panther Room, SHERMAN HOTEL, Chicago 
BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


| | 
| 
| | — | 
— 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


When Red McKenzie, one of the less publicized members of the Paul 
Whiteman alumni association, made his first New York appearance 
several years at the Town Hall jazz concert recently, his ex-boss was 
on hand to greet him. MctKenzie, the former St. Louis jockey and orig- 
inator of the Mound City Blue Blowers, was Whiteman’s choice to succeed 
Bing Crosby when the latter branched out on his own. 

After hearing the first part of the concert from out front the Hall of 
Fame maestro ducked backstage for the remainder to cut up old touches 
with Red, Miff Mole ‘another former employee), Eddie Condon, Pee Wee 
Russell, Sgt. Joe Bushkin and other participants. 


Teri Josefovits, lobby entertainer at the Paramount theatre. N. Y., now 
there seven years, has teamed with Andy Razaf, lifetime partner of the 
late Fats Waller and, together, they have already turned out five songs, 
including two that Mills will publish, “Big Boy” and “Last Night I Kissed 
a Dream.” The other three are “When the River Don Runs Dry,” “Run- 
A-Round Blues” and “One Day at a Time.” 


Switching usual procedure of adapting magazine serial to radio drama, 
“Joe and Mabel’ comedy-drama, which ran 87 weeks as an NBC sus- 
tainer, has been sold to Colliers mag for story with possibility that it will 
be developed into regular series. Show was written by Irving G. Neiman, 
who will pen the Collier chore with permission of his commanding officer, 
since he’s now a corporal in the Army Air Forces. 

Session recently held down guest slot on the Kate Smith program. 


“The Lonesone Train,” Earl Robinson's and Cpl. Millard Lamphell’s Abe 
Lincoln cantata which preemed on the CBS-Norman Corwin series, March 
21, has been recorded by Decca for album distribution. Raymond Massey, 
Lincoln on the original broadcast, departed for Hollywood before the Decca 
session and was replaced by Raymond Edward Johnson. Release date on 


“Train” album not yet skedded. 
More on First Film Score 


New York. 

The first big feature was presented 
in December, 1912, by Famous Play- 
ers Pictures (Adolph Zukor) at 
Daly’s theatre, B’way and 29th street, 
N. Y., under the title “Queen Eliza- 
beth,” starring Sarah Bernhardt and 
Lou Tellegen. It was about a two- 
hour feature. 

I was the musical director for that 
picture, which had exactly a four- 
week run at that theatre. 

The original music score was com- 
posed by Joseph Briel, who also 
composed the original score for “The 
Birth of a Nation.” 

To further substantiate the details, 
here are some facts that may be use- 
ful: 

The rumor at that time was that 
Mr. Zukor required backing and it 
| appears that a three-cornered deal 
was concluded with the Shuberts 
chipping in the use of the theatre, 
Marcus Loew (at that time Peoples 


2 


and ALL other picture studios 
use this 3x5 VESUAL record of 
song hits of over 100 publish- 
ers, plus old favorites. In- 
cludes lead sheet and lyrics of 


chorus. Samples free. 
New Yerk 19 


1619 Broadway 


Top Tunes fer Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


On the Sunny Side 
of the Street 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
Shapiro-Bernstein 


Large Massachusetts Seashore 
Amusement Resort and Real Es- 
tate Development. Over 100 acres. 
Beautiful Ballroom overlooking 
ocean. Swimming Pool, Bowling 
Alleys. In continuous profitable 
operation from 1924 to present. 
Owner retiring. 


Write Box 150, Variety, 154 West 


Loew’s interest and connection 
with the presentation and launching 
| of the first long, star-featured pic- 
ture is indicated by the fact that 
Joseph M. Schenck, then of Loew’s, 
interviewed me, after which he call- 
ed in Mr. Meinhold, who was at that 
time personnel manager, and he en- 
gaged me. Besides this detail, Mr. 
| Meinhold was present at the rehear- 
|sal on the morning of the day the 
| picture opened. He is still with 
| Loew’s. 

For intermission music we used 
“Hanky Panky” overture from the 
show of the same name. 

Michael Hoffman. 


Broadcast Music, Inc., board of 
directors last week elected J. Harold 
Ryan president and a director. 


man with 
this week 


Mac Green, contact 
Lincoln Music, left N. Y. 


at Bill 
my, 


lto the nearby McKeesport hospital 


‘Martel’s Crew Shifts To 


Amusement Co.) and Adolph Zukor. | 


Stricken on Stand 
Pittsburgh, May 2. 
Joy Caylor, leader of all-girl orch 
| Green’s Casino, was stricken 
with appendicitis while on stand one 
night last week and had to be rushed 


for an emergency operation. Hap- 
pened during third and final week 
of engagement and outfit finished 
without a leader. 

Miss Caylor’s condition is improv- 
ing. 


Hotel Cleveland May 10 


Cleveland, May 2. 

Gus Martel’s orch moving into 
Hotel Cleveland’s Bronze Room, 
Cleveland, May 10, when George 
Hamilton’s crew checks out for date 
at New York's Waldorf-Astoria. 

Management ordered Hamilton to 
drop early’ rug-cutting sessions, 
playing only dinner concert music 
up to 9:30 p.m., last week to get 
around 30°. amusement tax. Martel’s 
band to follow same policy. 

Monaco’s Cafe, another downtown 
spot, not only dropped all floor 
shows except on weekends but also 
eliminated dancing on weekdays. 
Versatilians’ orch now playing dance 
music only on Saturdays. 


Max Kearson Opens 
Spot at Geneva, N. Y. 


Max Kearson, one-night operator 
at Mecca Temple, Scranton, Pa., and 
at Arena, Rochester, N. Y,, is 
opening a new summer spot May 17 
at Geneva, N. Y., near the Sampson 
Naval Training station. He will 
Operate in a 3,000-capacity armory. 

Initial band is Lionel Hampton’s 
on May 17, band shifting the follow- 
ing day to Rochester for the same 
promoter. 


Mpls. Mulling Juke Tax 


Minneapolis, April 25. 


City council is mulling ordinance 
to license and regulate juke boxes. 
Alderman Herbert Finseth, author 
of measure, says it’s based on com- 
plaints from quiet-loving citizens 
disturbed at unseemly hours. 

Ordinance would license machines | 
at $10 each per year, would bar | 
them closer than 300 feet to church 
or school and would prohibit opera- 
tion between 11 p.m. and 8 a.m. ex- 
cept in licensed taverns, where they 
could be played until 2 a.m. 


Musie Notes 


Martin Skiles checked in at Co- | 
lumbia to supervise and conduct the | 
scoring on “Kansas City Kitty.” 


Cpl. Gail Kubik, composer of | 
background music for “Memphis 
Belle,’ film short, has been trans- | 
ferred to the First Motion Picture | 
Unit, AAF, Culver City. 


Lou Silvers assigned as musical 
director on the Bing Crosby produc- | 
tion, “The Great John L.” 


Hoagy Carmichael sings “How Lit- 


tle We Know,” cleffed by himself 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following is list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for the 
week beginning Monday and through Sunday, April 24-30, from 5 p.m. 
to lam. List represents the first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical 
order (in some cases there are ties, accounting for a longer list). The 
compilations embrace the NBC, CBS, Biue and Mutual Networks, as repre- 
sented by WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source of the 
music publishing industry. 


TITLE PUBLISHER 
And Suddenly It’s Spring—*“Lady in Famous 
Do Nothing Till You Hear From Me..............c0ceeces Robbins 
Advanced 
Going My Way—t“Going My Way” Burke 
Goodnight Wherever You Shapiro 
How Blue the Night—4 Jills and a Jeep”.............4.. Robbins 
I Love You—*“Mexican Hayride” ....-Chappell 
I'll Get By—i“Guy Named Joe” ......... Berlin 
I’m In Love With ....-Porgie 
Irresistible You—*‘B’'way Rhythm” ..................-. ... Feist 
Long Ago and Far Away—*“Cover Girl”......... 
Now. I Know—7j“Up In Arms” .......... 
Someday I'll Meet You Again—*“Passage Marseilles” ......Witmark 
Take It Easy—“2 Sisters and a Sailor”............ 
Time Waiis For No One—?“Shine Harvest Moon”..........Remick 
Too Much In Love—7“Song of Open Road”...........+.4+: Barton 
You're the Dream I’m the Dreamer.,........... 
+t Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


GUY LOMBARDO 


and his Royal Canadians 


KENTUCKY 


on the 


TREASURY HOUR 
Thursday Nights—C oast-to-Coast 


and 


on DERBY DAY, May 6 


CHELSEA Cigarette, EDGEWORTH Tobacco Show 
Saturday Nights—Biue Network 


KENTUCKY 


A Song As Warm As The Grass is Biue 


| BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


BLUE THE 


lyrics by HAROLD ADAMSON 


Music by JIMMY McHUGH 


46th Street, New York 19, N. Y. | with his family to open a Hollywood | and Johnny Mercer, in “‘To Have and NEW YORK CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 
| office for that company. | Have Not” at Warners. eee pn 

“lofe tune o musical FOUR JILLS IN A JEEP hitting radios 
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Donizetti; and in the © straight! New Ael a party to it. At any rate, Decca 
° Tin Pan Alley songalog she does unquestionably wouldn't continue 
Nite Club Review “Oh What a_ Beautiful Morning.” | yy ANUEL VIERA paying the AFM a royalty if Co- nit Review 
Novelty Animal Act }lumbia and Victor got away with-| 
entury WV. 1 Me” and “Tea Oriental, Chicago. Petrillo asserts he intends stand Yours 
r Arms Around at his ground if the WLB act is S for Fun 
OMMODOR! HOTELL) for Two.’ She alternates between is an ac f surprises inas-/| ing his ground if the 46 action 1 (ORPHEUM, L. A 
Boyd R&R O (17) the Steinway—with the usual baby |™ucCn as V iera does not know just) against him. He would carry his I Ay ae 
Dorotl ( Do nin pot—and in parading the entire what the two n the act will) case to the Supreme Court. Whether { ru 19. 
St eek $1.00 | dance floor. Willi tichardson gets Al are trained or not he can secure an injunction | Eddie Garr, Dave 
more ! ‘Ss recent mbellisnment dare eason or muc oO 1e | 2) 
Picl comed One of the if he! to go back to work is uncer-! Lois, Frank Scainnel, Sami Wo 
coun) Pe isual Stanley Melba p esides | dislike someone the audience or Indu try attorneys point vut 9 Women Bondage” 
z ge on the podiun And not per usual/in the pit, will make faces at hin that such a move against the WLB (Mono) (2d rund, 
is Cotillion Roon dinner biz dip Monkeys go through such routines! has never been made. 
(op mother Victin of the Tax as putt on h doing cartwheels flenty work must be done on this 
ri Blue Abe! and somersaults and the motions of tab version of “Yours fo Fun.” 
playing a uke ) drums and which af Hollywood 
His Cafe Vienna, in uptown Manhat- | ™rraceas, all done on specially ‘Plenty 0 obs ning run~ 
operated by Huso Lowy. refu- | tance Vie s Cuban dialect form so long ha been 
e ave ecently. discharsed from the to enjoyment of proceedings. Continued from page | iol fad Every 
il un One of the | ionkes late. rides a Joke is wres conside rab! 
= \ Army for medical Great Dane. o1 has been! Father” (Empire) is in its fifth year. vulgarity and all in ali little to 
con ( trun er that Berli: mounted a miniature saddle Dane ic and Old Lace” (Hudson) is | Sitios nd the unit in its present cone. 
Or ¢ Sports that cate Ostiy tO ine 1 ; 
pe thre x. f0ur Vienna refugee clan. and it's: di and another dog, a Shepherd, jump its fourth year; “Angel Street 
} 4 ain, i It ni 4 lati, at s - : i we n righter si 
shythm, the conventional setup how-|tineuished for the continental type | OUrdles for a fast finigh. (Golde is in the third, while the precision tap. 
ada Raedul is the loudest of entertainment. Cafe Vienna is Aci gathers plenty of laughs as it) other long-stavers are Ziegfeld | Negro trio that can Lots, 
combination er to hit this room non-pretentious, headed currently | S0¢es along and was a big hit here. Follies” (Imperial), “Oklahoma” (Si. }up and lay ‘em down. and Phe - em 
and Georgia Auld was here onl aes by Rosalie Grant, Viennese blonde Morag. James), “The Doughgirls” (Lyceum), monica versatility of the Mule Bo ty 
ce tl Don t Si = ’ — to e; beaut, who does mostly Viennese — “Kiss and Tell” (Biltmore) and “To- ‘Latter trio earn encores with “Rhi 
‘ss voure cing 4- ‘om is nex ‘esponse , ap- 
ve ear took ing positions morrow the World” (Barrymore) g in Blue.” “Hold That Tiger.” 
a punctured also includes Fred Fassler, violinist- | and “Shoo Shoo Baby.” 
Ought to take Raeburn by ine hand sincer who leads the band also; Ruth Networks 10 High-Scale Shows | June Hacker 2 a prod so 
and mosey over to the Lincoln hote : Ardsley, standard toe hoofer, who | f} pret a It is significant that there are 10 | dance antics rate some laughs a 
vhere yun ivesters, with | a] ovposy terns: Eugene | ag 
he B mally does e gypsy = | 1 ue rom page high-sealed attractions on the list, Show starts w ith some hor seplay 
me more Dass, offman, who sings and does take-| _. > ‘ 
liver more exciting playi With | Hitler All good Sis the |, have surrounded themselves} proving the spt nding powel! ol the- House and 
perhaps one-third the blare and cer- type of clientele. Kahn with the cream of the writing, di-| atre-goers. One has a $6 top, it be- | Sammy Wolffe. an 
tainly no discomtort at any tme. recting and production talent, the! ing “Mexican Hay! ide’ (Winter Gar- | Ends with Wolffe Gav ker, 
That’s about the only thing ob- j nets’ first step in launching their} den), the others having a top Of | the puss with a pie- ting Gore, in 
i ctionable , _to wire - a Garr Quits Fun campaign is to build up a production | $4.80, although some boost the rate | get the laughs expected House 
it | staff that will enable them to step] td $6 on Saturday nights. The $4.80 does his singing trick, with Frank 
pia ae vy. frequently to the point Eddie Garr bowed out of the unit! in and grab their share of the huge} ers, Oklahoma, Follies, “One | oe heckling for several 
where badly paced sets chase version of “Fun For Your Money”, talent fees now channelled into the} Touch of Venus” (46th Street), “Can ae yon ae S + sagas drunk act 
dancers trom the floor, but it’s a after the Orpheum, Los Angeles, } agencies. Thus they'll put them- men Jones” (Broadway), “Allah Be | sere 
solid musical outtit. It delivers in date last week and heads for New selves in a position to compete with | Praise’ Bed’ finale’s court sketch wien 
alinost York next week and a return the percentage boys in the tele pro-| (Broadhurst), “Follow The Girls caught; a supposed murder trial. 
Is 1 renearsed. t offers some nea td = | ducti - (Ce ‘y). “Helen Goes To Troy” ‘ 
straight vaude. | duction field. entury € i : Six line gals have little chance t 
Zacburn plays tenor sax, always Garr was co-headliner with Billy | While the rancor has been smoul- (Alvin) and “Winged Vict m0 show their charms and unit would 
as part of the section. Otherwise he House in unit, which was abbreviated | dering for years, and with previous | Street). With the exception ot oo ni = if music and dancing were 
iti lesit revue of Ss: atter. which is ‘my Air Force | played up more. 
contents himself with conducting. edition of le git revuc of same name | attempts to wean the production end latter, which is the Army = : a pie e ! nee ee Brog. 
He has two okay singers with the that had previous run at the Music| away from the agencies having | 4"@™4, all call for the Me ges men aaron 
outfit. blonde Dorothy Clailes, who Box, L. A. proved unsuccessful, the present try | °! hundreds of play : ' Cugie 8 Theatre Tour 
handles herself well, and Don _ is backed by a greater determina | There are around 1,200 members of : . ; 
very tion, with the sale Equity in uniform including the Xavier Cugat’s band is set for six 
good. Wood. Ween menace femme service outfits, so that unem- weeks of theatre werk following his 
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N. Y. Nitery Followup 


Jane Pickens preceded Hildegarde 
a week, 
Cotillion 

chantoosey 
(Tues.) at the Hotel 
Room. 
turns on the person- 
her chansons, 
from pops to operatic impres- 
In the latter 


back 
the Hotel 
whereas 
emed last night 
Plaza's 
ens, 
ality 
gamut 
sions of pops. 
Love, 


to N. Y 
Pierre's 


latter 


bv 
the 


Persian 
per usual, 


Toi 


Can’t Give You 
Baby,” 


done a la Wagner 


debuting at 
%00m, 
pre- 


Miss Pick- 


which run the 
idiom is 


But 


and 


Anything 


A NEW SINGING 


STAR 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, May 2. 


team this summer. 

Walter Conley, who hibernated all 
winter via the bed routine, now 
upped for mild exercising. 


Goode Holmes leaving for an in-| 


definite vacation at his West Vir-| 
ginia home. 

Father Blais. well liked by mem- 
bers of the colony, now bedded for | 


hospitalization at Plattsburg, N. Y. 


Gang saddened by the passing! of one of the networks went directly 
of Al Jockers. to the sponsor of one of the big ———— (‘ontinued from page Il 
Lee Klimmek’s latest report was} 
so good she is anticipating discharge | S70WS WIA the suggestion. that it] here on his last appearance although 
papers any time now. ; permit’ the web to replace the) he had packed Massey Hall.) 
Margaret Gallagher is flashing | agency in writing, directing and pro- The United Church of Canada | 
O.K. reports at the Will Rogers. | ducing the program. Client was told| apology, forwarded to Miss Ander- | 
visited Alora} that. so far as the network was con-| son. expressed “a sense of shame of 
cerned, it was a strictly tired show it at < ember ol 
by surprise visit of his wite. She)“ Face should suffer discrimination 
was pleased to see Louis upped for | SUPECriol Job with it, land discourtesy. Church members 
two meals a day. Attitude of the nets is also seen! belonging to the Granite Club who | @ 
. Anne Commerford, Charles Good- | cued to the current SRO time situ@—were. involved in “this deplorable 
Dir.:—KENNETH LATER win Mote Victor Gamba elated Over) tion, with the view taken that they} action” were urged to take steps to 
excellent reports. | can assert a great 1easure of in- bp r such be 
a greater measure OF IN-| preclude a “repetition of such be- 
Write to those who are ill. | dependence, since they'd have little hav ior.” 
difficulty in filling nighttime spots. The testimonial dinner to Miss 
——— = Anderson had been arranged by the 
Medical Arts and Letters Club in | 
6s AFM one of the dining rooms of the fairly 
see "Impresse sas aswell bet for a Broadway musical and exclusive Granite Club when offi- | 
for the films. BAYS “Varietv” — Continued from page 1 cials of the latter cancelled the 
j = event bv explaining that it was the 
igainst the latte Phe decision is | ejyp's policy to exclude Negroes 
due almost momentarily. 
Decca’s deal with the AFM car- 
res a clause automatically assuring 
of a similar arrangement with the Washingto . May 2 
if any company succeeds in 
+4 vancement of Colored People has 
ecuring a better deal than Decca ted | | i 
yroteste o the lesse and m: 
now hold If the WLB decides | 
asainst Petrillo—and that’ of _Meatre th 
if since the N. Y. panel recommended esres 
| The attractior “Harlem Follies, 
| e que orde! 
i ' an all-colored revue, h been ad- 
| ( ) 101 ; 
tne 
| Dex i ica There 
v be ome ¢ r arrangement be- i j 
tween AFM and Decea, and also the) | MELCHER’S AGCY. BUY-IN 
Making his first appearance here Coley Worth proves .a de Marty Melcher, former road man- 
comedy sensation who impresses as a swell bet for a Broadway iny Gover | order, but none | 
musical and for the films. He's a most versatile funny man Herman Levin's partnership in Cen- 
who does many different kinds of laugh-provoking things, clausé was written into the Decca | UY “ts chan ' Dick Dorso, Tal-| 
| ent agency handles. such people as 
q] he fe ar contract it was suppose be - 
and all of them well. He and his feminine partner stop the rea shag : Rs htt Pg pitas Lyn Murray, Joey Faye, Eileen Far- 
show with their clowning, patter and comedy dancing.” 1; .# . rell, et al. | 
: 7 bility of a better financial arrange- Melcher takes over immediately, 
Rees, “Variety.” ment with another company, mean-| = _ = | 
ing either Victor or Columbia, the | 
4 ‘two other its | LESTER OPENS AUSSIE CLUB 
Now At New York wording may not be extensive! Sydney, March 23. | 
+ | /}enough to clearly indicate this and) Jack Lester. who came here many | 
|so Decca might conceivably be in} years ago with an A. B. Marcus! 
(Week April 27) ithe position of using it as an out. | show | 
1e position of using it as an out. | show,’and joined the Aussie Army | 
Direction: PHIL OFFIN However, the clause probably can _when war broke out, has opened up | 
irection: 4 { | also be read to mean that any pos- /a club here called Yankee Doodle. 
48 We 1IWth S New Yeek Ci | sible ‘better deal could be such only | in association with Sammy Lee, 
est th Street, (New or City if made by Petrillo. If the WLB} nightclub operator, 
order sends Columbia and Victor Lester recently was discharged 


John Louden, who had a four- 
'month routine of hospitalization 
celebrated his first day out with a 
downtown window shopping tour 
with his wife. 

Larry Doyle, former Giant ball-| 
tosse1 now feasting good reports, will 
coach local high school baseball 


ing the webs in t 


agencies putting 


agency exec put 
Stand a chance. 
for 12 years now 
| stay. We're bet 
offer better 
and are more a 
| Shows. True, the 


lic service 


| night time sponsored shows are our 
babies.” 
Disclosure only this week points} 


up the concerted 
of the nets to e 
with sponsors as 
to handle the pro 


the showdown comes, 


retain their production hold. 


salar 


he face. But when 


up a stiff fight 
As one 
it: “The nets won't} 
We've been in it 
and we're here to 
ter equipped, can 
ies than the webs 
ble to handle 
networks are 
big 


but the 


effort on the part 
stablish themselves 
being in a position 
duction reins. Exec 


they'll find the | 
to | 


the | 
In a} 
position to do a bangup job on pub- 
programs, 


! beck to work. Petrillo can hard!y be | from Army duty. 


| ployment is not an Equity problem. 

| There are 24 summer theatres 
listed but the number to give pro- 
| fessional performances is question- 
lable. At this time only seven have 
filed with Equity and posted salary 
' bonds. It is believed that half of the 
present list will be amateur groups. 
While a dozen stocks in cities are 
planned, it’s doubted whether more 
|than 18 in all will be on a profes- 
| sional basis. Three neighborhood the- 
|atres in Greater New York with ro- 
| tary stoc k, however, 
additional chances 

gagements. 


for summer 


| Discrimination 


will also afford | 
en- 


stand the 


Leader 


at 


RKO, Boston, 
late June, 


going 


George and 


and returns to N, Y. 


Paramount, N.Y, 

completed 10 weeks there 

when he finished up last night (2), 
Cugat opens tour 


May 11 at the 
in 


into the Waldorf- 


Astoria for an indefinite stay. 
Gene 


Bernard, 


edy duo current at the Blue Angel, 


N. Y., nitery, 


will accompany Cugat 


theatre tour. 


THE 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
IN SCOTLAND 


Personal 


AL 


WILLIE SHORE 


BORDE 


ENTERTAINING 


OVERSEAS WITH 
CSO-CAMP 


SHOVS 


WITH 


non KY ANS 


JERRY O'LEARY 
Personal Management 
RY KRROULGH 


COMEDY MATERIAL 
WRITTEN 
FOR PERFORMERS 
Jules and Henny Kleinman 
25-31-K 30th Road 
Long Island City 2 


New York 


MALE 

H 
Stage, Screen, 
Age 37. Medium Heig 
1-1 Want Netion 


AT LIBERTY 
STOOGE, COMEDIAN? 


Radio, Burlesque 


ht. Bald, Uleers 
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York 19, N. ¥ 


ular and classiest, 
ers (modern and 
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ages 3 ta 1H, 
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A CAMP JOB FOR THE SUMMER? 
Yes, you may secure it NOW! 
Openings for good piane teacher (Pep 
toy 


Working con; 
children considered, 


Andes, N. Write 
CAMPS, childret 
One Vadison Avenue, 
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Reel’s Pro-Cons on 3077 Tax 


Both sides of the 30% amusement tax question will be presented to 
the public by Paramount Newsreel, which is “preparing a clip on the 
subject for early release, possibly tomorrow (Thursday). 

Interior shots of the Latin Quarter and the Hurricane, Broadway 


nitei rie 
trade in typical nocturnal spots. 


were taken last week to show effects of the tax on dinner 
Hotel Astor also came into the pic- 


ser as representative of the hostelries that have felt the tariff. 


Clip will also include an address by Mrs 


. Leigh Colbin, national v.p. 


of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, who will uphold the tax, 
with the opposite stand being taken by Rep. Harold Knutson, Minne- 


sota Republican, 
rent bite be reduced to 10%. 


who last week proposed in Congress that the cur- 


Pointing up effect of the amusement tax on variety performers, 


newsreel depicts unemployed talent killing time at the N. Y. 


head- 


quarters of the American Guild of Variety Artists by playing cards, 


etc. AGVA has asked Paramount for 


a still of this scene, which it 


intends to have blown up, with 38,000 copies distributed nationally. 


LONA MASSEY DUE 
FOR N.Y. ROXY DATE 


Ilona Massey 


in for a summer shot at the Roxy, | 
N. Y., with possibility she may ap- | Chris ty; 
pear on the same bill with Duke) 


Ellington. 
Actress is 
vacation and preparing to head for 
a Coast pic prior to her Roxy en- 
gagement. She recently concluded a 
three-month tour 
a Wood into the Roxy thea- 
N. Y., May 31 or June 7. 
Ws his first shot at a major Broad- 
way house in sometime, although he 
has played the Roxy before, 


JOAN BROOKS’ VAUDERS 


Joan Brooks, heard five nights a 
week over CBS, set for a month of 
theatre dates, starting May 21 at the 
P!yvmouth, Worcester, Mass. 

Singer is on a percentage deal. 


BOX OFFICE SMASH! 


Hollywood 
Astrologer 


* 


the Movie 
Stars 


NORVELL 


Now Playing Leading Vaude- 
ville and Picture Houses! 


Recently Headlined in These Theatres: 
Hippodrome, Baltimore; Fay’s, Prov- 
ence, 

Six weeks RKO, New 

Palomar, Seattle. 
Denver, Denver, Colorado; Orpheum, 

Omaha; Tower, Kansas City. 

Court Square, Springfield; Jamatca, 
Long Island. 
Ma jestie, 
Hall, New 


York City; 


Paterson; ten weeks, Towne 
York City. 

Persona! Management: 
HARRY AMES, 1564 B’way, N. Y. C 


in South America. | 


has been pencilled | 


winding up a Florida | 


to bookers 


| Peggy Fears May Double 


‘From Cafe Into State, N.Y. 


Peggy Fears, currently at La Vie 
Parisienne, N. Y. nitery, goes into 
Loew’s State on Broadway week of | 
| May 11. Bill also includes Cook and | 
Block and Sully and the 
Adrian Rollini Trio. 

Singer may double 
Parisienne. She's in her third week 
lat latter spot, original deal being 
for two weeks with options. 


AGVA Strengthens Pact 


Between Artist, Agent *. 


Los Angeles, May 2. 

Agents must guarantee an artist | 
one month’s work out of every three | 
or terminate the contract, under a 
new franchise agreement submitted | 
here by Florine Bale, 
western director for the American 
Guild of Variety Artists. 

Agreement, covering 32 pages, in- 
cludes a clause requiring the agent 
to “contribute definitely” to the 
prestige. 


New Delinquency Snag 
In St. Loo Juve Club 


St. Louis, May 2. 
As a means of combating juvenile 
delinquency in Pine Lawn, a St. 
Louis County suburb, Teen Town, 
another club for teen-agers, opened 
last week. A mob of 350 between 


14 and 18 was on deck to dance to; 


jukebox music and sip soft drinks. 
Sponsored by the Normandy, Mo., 
Kiwanis Club, the club, open every 
Friday and Saturday night, is oper- 
ated by the teen-agers, with adults 
as chaperones. 

Idea of giving the young ’uns an 
entertainment spot in a wholesome 
atmosphere is catching on nationally. 
Plans for the establishment of more 


of this kind are contemplated in the | 


St. Louis area. 


Berrys Set for N. Y. Spot 


Berry Brothers, colored dancing 
trio, join the bill May 21 at Cafe 
Zanzibar on Broadway. Remainder 
of the acts hold. 

Ethel Waters, headlining layout 
past 10 weeks, has been renewed for 
an additional 12 weeks. 


MORO 


(THOSE TWO HILARIOUS MEXICANS) 


CURRENTLY PLAYING 
Week April 27th, Loew’s State, N. Y. 
Week May 5th, Earle, Wash. 


MANAGEMENT OF 
MATTY ROSEN and E. Z. KEOUGH 


into La Vie! 


An Idea 


New Haven, May 2. 

Local nitery has a new angle 
in salving its patrens over the 
new 30% tax. “Don’t let the 
30°. night club tax prevent you 
from having a delightful eve- 
ning,” runs the ad of Hotel 
Talmadge, East Haven, Conn., 
“One drink less pays all the tax.” 


Toronto Debates 
Theatre ‘Menace’ 


Toronto, May 2. 
Branded as a “menace to the well- 
| being of this community” by General 
Dennis Draper, chief of police, 
Casino theatre will know within the 
fortnight whether its city 
vincial licenses will be renewed or 
| the house be relegated to showing 
| films only, 
Matter came to a head 
| deputation of Protestant clergy and 
laymen appeared before the police 
commission here, with Canon W. W. 
Judd, spokesman, declaring that 
Toronto’s only vaude house had be- 


House Committee to Act Friday On 
Knutson Resolution to Cut Nitery Tax 


Initial step in a concerted move 
in Congress to slash the 30% 


amusement tax to a more equitable 


| figure will be 


taken Friday (5), 
Means 


| Committee is scheduled to act on the 


when the House Ways and 


| resolution of Rep. Harold Knutson, 


| 


' the House for 


and pro-| 


when 


;come a “notorious centre of sug- 
; gestive and objectionable entertain- | 
|ment” and that servicemen on leave 


the theatre’s location as soon 
they arrive here. 

Casino has been using standard 
| vaude acta plus a house line, but has 


|}aSk for 


been ringing in strip-teasers as ad- | 


| ditional lure. 


‘Philly AGVA Preps 


Suit to Recover 
SS Overpayments 


Philadelphia, May 2. 

A contemptated suit by the‘Phila- 
delIphia local of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists to recover -social 
| security taxes allegedly overpaid wy 
| members will be based on the fact 
|that most performers have been 
paying over the $30 limit per year, 
| Richard C. Mayo, executive secre- 
| tary, has revealed. 
“Because of the fact that most o! 
our members work for a large num- 
i; ber of employers during the year, 
| social security taxes are deducted 
lfrom their salaries regardless 
| whether they have passed the $30 
| mit or not,” Mayo said. 
| The local AGVA has been coilect- 
|ing proxies frem members and the 
| filing of the suit in Federal Court is ! 
| expected shortly. 
| Mayo claimed an_ interpretation 
that the suit was being filed on the 
| basis that actors were “independent 
| contractors” was “erroneous.” 


Quick N. 0. Fold 


New Orleans, May 2. 

Jack Joyce’s Theatre-Club, which 
reopened the old Dauphine theatre 
}1n the French Quarter after a decade 
of darkness, folded after three nights 
when attorneys of femme backer 
moved in and_ halted 
|More than $10,000 had 
|! remodeling the spot. 

Group of young ice - 
e fron 
stage were left stranded. 
fared a little better as 
union officials collected for them 
nightly when it was evident show 
wouldn't run beyond few days. 


been spent 


skaters 


Rose Unit Adds Huberts | 


Frank and Jean Hubert have been 
pacted via Sam Tishman to augment 
cast of “Post-War Preview,” when 
Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, 


N. Y., fioorshow is revamped into 


'tax of 15 or 20%.” 


|} ation. 


enterprise. | 


take. 


| been on the lean side thus far, 


Minnesota Republican, to reduce the 


tax to 10%. 
at 15%. 

Should the bill clear 
tee by Friday, indications are that 
it will be presented Tuesday (9) to 
a vote and will then 
be shuttled to the Senate within the 
week. Granted that the bill clears 
both bodies this month, the earliest 
effective date of the reduced tariff 
would be June 1. 

Move to lower the current tax 
which has been in effect since April 
1. gained considerable inomentum in 
Washington early in the week in the 
wake of an announcement by Wil- 
liam Green, president of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, decrying 
effects of the heightened revenue 
both on the government and nitery 
entertainers and affiliated personnel. 

Pointed out by Green that the tax 
is not only throwing thousands of 
persons out of work, but is also 
having a debilitating effect on the 
government's 30% share in the nitery 
Unmistakable fact remains, 
as stressed by partisans of the Knut- 
son bill, that? Uncle Sam was doing 
much better by himself when he was 
collecting 5% of the 
nitery boodle. The 30% takings have 
and 
indications are that the pickings will 
be increasingly smaller as time goes 
by. 

Green also asserted that effect of 
the tax not only is responsible for 


many spots being shuttered, but is | 


| 


nitery | 


th e 30% 
ate cut 
back 
Was 


tax on nightclubs, the Sen- 
the figure to 20%. This went 
to the House, where the levy 
upped again to 30%, with the 


, Senate finally concurring. 


IRON-JAW PERFORMER’S 


A compromise is seen | 


the commit- | 


'mond Civie 


Million 


former fat | 


| poppin” 
| closed with a road company of 


being reflected in the loss of with- | 


holding taxes from 
forced out of jobs. 


entertainers | 


Only through congressional action | 
to reduce the tax, concluded Green, | 
can employment be maintained for | 
musicians as well as for thousands | 


of performers who have aided in 

morale-building shows for service- 

men throughout the world. 
Meantime, 


the employment slack | 


in niteries throughout the country | 


was further intensified during the 
last week, with jobless performers 
soaring to a record 8,000 as compared 
with 5,000 late last month. 


George Sees 30% Tax 
Too High, Asks ‘15 or 20’ 


Washington, May 2. 
The move to slash the 30% nitery 


bite gained new strength here over | 


the weekend, as Senator Walter F. 
George, chairman of the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee, declared: 

“The tax is too high. I favor a 


The Georgia Democrat is the most 
influential senator on matters of tax- 
His statement is strong indi- 
cation that if the House should put 
through a reduction, it would pas: 


| the Senate without trouble. 


} 


New York for ice | 


vaude unit by John Murray Ander- | 


original Rose i 
package. 
Adams. 
into Loews’ 


Week. 


stager of the 
asking $8,500 for the 
Unit tees off at the 
ark, May 18, an 


State, N. Y., the following 


teers 


N. Y. NITERY PLANS AWRY 


Deal for relighting of defunct Gay 


Continental, N. Y., by Ben Ueberall 
as site for Moulin Rouge nitery, has 
gone awry through landlord refus- 


_ing to sanction another nightclub op- 
eration there. 

| Instead, it’s been leased as straight 
| eatery. 


“Water Follies” Snazs 
Memphis, May 2. 
“Water Follies,” headed by Buster | 
Crabbe, ran into transportation and | 


New- | 


technical difficulties here that forced | 
cancelling three of the six perform-| 
ances scheduled for Ellis auditorium. | 


After the House originally passed 


$125,000 DAMAGE SUIT 


Chicago, May 2. 

an aerial iron-jaw 
suit in the Circuit 
week for $125,000 
Boyle Woolfolk, 
injuries received 
under his manage- 


Violetta Rooks, 
performer, filed 
ourt here last 
against 
booking agent, for 
while working 
ment. 

She charged that 
fractured skull and 
during a performance 
Center, 


} 
ian oes 
amases 


she suffered a 
other injuries 
at the 
Hammond, Ind., 
on Nov. 29, 1942, when her appa- 
ratus broke and hurled her 30 feet to 
the floor. Woolfolk had booked her 
at the spot. 


‘Gay 90s Revue’ ie Open 
Season at Million $ Pier 


“Gay Nineties Revue,” vaude ver- 
sion of the radio show featuring Joe 
E. Howard, has been booked as open- 
ing seasonal attraction at Hamid’s 
Dollar Pier, Atlantic City, 
N. J. 

Show is in for the Decoration Day 
weekend, May 27-28. 


BOBBY BARRY AGAIN VAUDE 
Bobby Barry, formerly of “Hellza- 
and who more recently 
“The 
Doughgirls,” is returning to vaude. 
Barry will team in a new comedy 
act with Marie Walsh. 


AL BORDE 


BENNY MEROFF 


IN HIS 


““FUNZAFIRE” 


COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 
e 


Sixth Week 
Jack Lynch’s 
WALTON ROOF 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46th N.Y.C.- BRyont 9-7800 


; 


> 
| 
| | | 1 
| 
| 
| 
} 
i Six | 
¥. 
| | 
q 
— 
: 
| 
R? == J J MANAGE» / 
op- > S 
| he 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 


| the 
| screen 
| known 


| productions 


Hotel Pennsstvania e Fung Oye 
ran » Carle Ore Ma Ore 
* Pierre Moute Carlo 
Jane Ii “ns | Ore 
for Goode igu| Ra Ro Ra 
Crawford Lelores ier 
WEEK OF MAY 4 stan Melia Ore Old Rainated 
— —— Hote Vlauza Pielde 
‘ ie 
Numerats in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show, ii eared \ ‘ i\ 
An te A Miu VV 
whether full or split) week. Ranke 
Bob Grant O Joe LaPorte Ore | 
Hotel Reosevelt | Paris Qui Chante 
Thame Dra Virgin Gu Lombardo Ore | ene Hilda 
ter & Ral Walter Per r Ove i Rob Maurice 
The Herzog Hotel Savoy Plaza) [ta 
Noble Sissle j Mujestic (4-7) Fle da Bi 
Hill tlelida Frauks Josepli Mar n Ore iM te elle 
Hutterbeans & Sus Gra | Hotel Sheraton Quee n ‘Mary 
Count Lette | sh Pe Nava Grecia 
NEW YORK Ross S Mtate (4-6) jfate. the W Horse tle & barry 
Capitol WASHINGTON Si PHILADELPHIA | pony Westmore Martin Girls 
Riubby Kaye | Maciori BOSTON Ron Perry Peter Rotunda Bd 
ci ogers Corner 
Pairieia ight | Metropolitem Rana 
Sis | Mains iltian Harold Green 
P Towers (5-73) \\ Ward iva Rosa Maclean 
Valent ne wie Ina Vine lonev Ore Marr alers 
ell & n u 
Paramount (3) Cty (3) Liberty (4-7) Court Sq. (4-7) Satie il Contin 
M Ray Kretzet cripp Leo Reisman Ore Courtney 
Tip, Tap & Toa 1 tia Myrt 4 sou Ssurricane He tan Chittison 3 
Chicage say Dners & vous he Rhythmettes 
Tranny O'Neil MINNEAPOLES WARTEORD Axther Sammy's 
Ballantine | State (5-73) WOONSOCKET Rowers 90's 
Tiay & Naldi (Karl Carroll Co Frankie Carle New Park (5-7) M vet 
INDIANAPOLIS | Gallie Sis Jack Sheehan 
Cirele (4) Brewn Co 1 Spiva'’s Roof 
Vaughn Monroe Ore] George Ross Rrandon ass, 
Maison & ‘ Walte berace 
RKO in Ison & Sor Jimmy Kelly ® Wweatn 
Jane Slate) WORCESTER Stork Club 
BOSTON CLEVELAND | Peddy Powell Ore ny THussen Joe Ricardel Orc 
KKO (4) $ ne |Terrs Spite Trouville 
Virginia We Eddie | Hibverd Itita Molina 
Ete NoRTOLK | Hteuay Venuuta Mex Gira 
Ra Los j Center son & Sou ho ero & ‘php ta Ha Le Roy 
Ca Co { Carter & Ross 
(27) Lorna Rhode 
Ca » Callows és ee Bill | Kelly's Stable Ubangi Club 
AN Andrew's Cabaret 1 | Coleman Hawkins Hot Cha Dre 
Tho Saulters COLL MBLS Versailles 
Cab Jivers | Dini Cart Trine 
NEW YOKK CITY Itay Sinatra Ore 
Shep Fields Cre Va t Lee La ane en 
Ber (2-4) Aquarium jest. “Prof' Adducie Larcy Dougias 
Mss th Hughes Cor Jones Boys (4) Tay tor Teddy Walters Vill: 
John turke Ma Hughes | Skunk Hollow 3 Marco ? Victoria ordava 
(27) Angie Bond Peggy O'Neill Harris, Cla re & § Th 
Tony Paster Orc Coce Edad The Fleshmen (2) Marie : Balk in ve 
La Martinique Estelle 3 
| Betgy Garret vi 
Mark Plant Gerri ¢ 
BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT [Morey Atisterdam pleats 
Manechon i v anguar 
| Maxi Bergere Ore Ginger D 
sSocnsses Ore Gwen 7 
Latin Quarter Clarence Profi 
| Mazzone & Abbett Wise) 
NEW YORK BEVERLY HILLS, CAL Dave Apollo mae 400 
Doc Marcus Ciraha Sis 
PARAMOUNT BUILOINSG CALIFORNIA BANK BLOG. Tommy Werden 
Th lanchards Hob 
Ho OWillia: Gertrude Hild 
Don McG rane Orch] The Pavells 
liele Merrest DES MOINES Armando’s {Marcia Ixent Jose Cortez lia Horton Ore 
lial Sherman | RRO Ann ine Garbera Dnane La Vie Parisienne Zanzibar 
8 Hearts Bart Carroll's Co Bal Tabarip | Club Celeste Holm Waiers 
toy Douglas | Roger Stear Leon & Maurice Recco 
S Montmartt Gis | Myra Ix ngsiev Marvy Ann Brown son & Sonny 
Acorn & | Copaealana Mddie Da Peppers 
Jack Barrie EL. Sherry Bri mn Warold Nicholas 
u ern |} Lou Harold Ore  & Barrys Liitle Sis Tops & Wilda 
brank Warren Ore | Maureen Caiunon Wynn Saale} Lewis Orch 
Norma Raymond Walter Joli Themas Be 
ALABAMA State (4) Laura Wilson 
Birmingham Radio Vincent Pierce 
Vantage (5-7) SOL TE CAKOLINA! Sally Goodwin on BIRTHS 
Youta & Beauty Anderson Moya Gifford faa 
Criterion (3) Loretta Lane ave Mr. and Mrs. Murdo McKenzie, 
Charleston Judith Bake gaughter, Hollywood, April 20. 
GEORGIA ) Den TO | Piamond Horseshoe} Mother is Trudy Erwin, radio singer, 
Augusta tore Rob Hall Mr. and Mrs. James Murphy. son, 
R Caroline (3) Bill’s Gay + 4 |New York, last week. Father is; 
NORTH CAROLIN ireeaville Joan Reilly; Dale nitery Operator; moti er is former 
Charlotte Genter (1-2) Charles Tosoft Sanka June Barreca, nitery and_ radio 
Broadway (5-6) Rentro Valles Show] Bernie Grauer Hill, . thrush 
Spirit of Youth Spartanburg Harold Willard 
Hickory State Jack Ryan Mr. and Mrs. Alex H. Cohen, 
Spirit of Youth TENNESSE Jimmy. Burns vers ( daughter, April N. ¥. Father 
Raleigh Bill Kelse: incent Mite ve On is co-producer of “Angel Street” 
(5-6) Gay Quartette Dale Bel (Golden theatre. N. Y.) | 
tadio Jamboree ' Blue Angel 
Wilmington URGINEA (ran Hy, Mr. and Mrs. Herman Rotsiten, son, 
Sia Dust Kounoke (3) Howard Hollywood, April =. Fathei is dia 
Winston-Satem Si Youth log director at Columbia 
Ellis Larkins Trio | Irving Coun 2 Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Martin. daugh- 
ndietoi Aster ter, April 26, N. Y. Father handles 
it) alle } Wwullm . 
Warner “ i special promotions for Modern Mag- | 
‘ uber ahi 
REX and Rus 1 | 
daughter, April 27 New york. | 
NEW YORK CITY! UTICA You “| 
Strand (5) | Stanley (2-4) CHELLE and BEEBE Father Is press agent or “Dream | 
lars Henry Bo With Music.” due soon at 44th Street, } 
Ted Lewis Ore | ‘ “9 re Week May 3. Farle, Philn. N. Y. 
Week May 17, Stanley, Pitt Mr. and Mrs. Phil Harris, daugh- | 
arle Magle (3) ter, Santa Monica, Cal.. April 26. | 
1. H am a Hal Lette Mgt. EDDIE SMITH Mother is Alice Faye of ‘tthe films: 
2 Zephyrs i Wore Yaconelli father is the band leader with Jack |} 
PITTSBURGH - — Benny air. show. 
(3) ’ Cafe Soviety | Mo and Ore Mr. and Mrs. Robert Buermele. | 
Sou 3 Hazel Sco "laza daugnte. Deti April oi Father 
| (Glass Hat) now cha ‘ge of Army the- 
J i bin \ 1 “TT 
Mugene Fic | Artists and other exchanges 
| Wiis Ore | nd 
Cafe Soctety ix Chang| Mr. an Mi Ed Gardner, son, 
| d d | (Downtown) Wong oS Santa Monica, Cal Avril 28. Father 
n epen ent (oo | Hotel Biltmore sta and ic of “Duffy 
1 Wi H ( Tavern a sno 
ldie vood Orc} ile ton Ore 
NEW YORK CITY Casbah Mote 1 Commodore 
(4<7) Casino Kusse Trace Core st thea Lo VE Mass.. 
Geo Young Pia } Nink Tarasova Hotel Edison switched to vaudfilm policy last 
\ Gis| Dmitri Ma t Kassel Org |} week (24). House had six acts and 
te |N Veratio Halk Nick D'A ore | gitl line on inaugural bill, Will play 
Jean, Jack & 4 Lynbrook Lazarev Lexington | one show nightiy, with matinees Sat- | 
Jeary i desgit C. Codoliban Ove any ntire O: i ¢ 
Pauline Kone to Cerutti's Leila urdays and Sunday 
Victor Borge AKRON Hy Morre Mokihat House booked out of New York by | 
Harold Gordan Palace (5-8) Maddie St le \l M 3 Johr inger anc 
Rio & Rita fondo nb 18 Cour Basie Core Adds Vaude 
i Charles Willia jie Val, Merle & Roy Sedles Hotel MeAtpin | 
Lew ALLENTOWN Vinee Curran Giadya Tell Hartford. May 2. | 
Bobbins State Noe! To: Hameo Astor, East Hartford film house, | 
Jarmaien | Eddie Lord Hotel New Yorker will add vaudey ille, recruited out of 
Ray WKretzer | BALTIMORE Gordon Andrews O Wahl Or | nearby niteries Fridays Satur- 
& Maurice Woods Harrington G & G Fernard don is booker. | 
ie 
= 


SAM FORREST 


Forrest, 73, for more than a 
of a century general stage 
for George M. Cohan and 
Sam H. Harris when teamed as a 
producing firm, and later indi- 
vidual producers, died at his home 


Sam 
quarter 
director 


as 


in New York, April 30. He was hus- 
band of Mary Ryan, stellar dramatic 
actress who had starred in a num- 


productions he had directed 
who was a playwright also, 
having directed and 
produttions 
directors in 


ber of 
Forrest, 
is credited with 
staged more Broadway 
than any other three 
his years in the theatre. 

His ‘association with 
George M. Cohan began in 1910. 
when he assisted Cohan re- 
hearsals of “Get-Rich-Quick Walling- 
ford.” The association remained un- | 
til Cohan’s death in 1942. Forrest 
had worked with him each season 
without any form of contractual 
agreement between them. 
his directorial career he came to be | 
beloved by the actors and actresses 
who worked his productions, 
especially the youngsters, whom he 
encouraged and helped to the top. 
In 1921. when he was. directing 
Rachel Crothers’ “Nice People,” he 
gave a small part to Tallulah Bank- 
head. He gave another small 
role in same play to another young 
actress, Katharine Cornell. 

Outstanding hits directed by For- 
included “Rain,” starring late 
Eagels; “On Trial,” “Officer 
Pays to Advertise,” “Six 
Cylinder Love,” “Little Old New 
York,” “Ieebound” and “Cradle 
Snatchers.” 

Forrest was born in Richmond, Va. 
His association with show folk when 
a bellhop served to create his inter- 
est in the theatre. He later came to 
New York from Chicago, where he 
ran a stock company at the Dear- 
born theatre. His first staging job 
in N. Y. was “Springtime,” by Booth 
Tarkington and Harry 


the late 


also 


rest 
Jeanne 
666." “It 


j 


Bitzer had been doing some docy 
mentary picture work in N, y. pes 
til he went to the Coast 
BOBBY BORGER 
Bobby Borger, 40. former trum. 


peter with George Olsen's orch and 


more recently heading his own cock. 
tail unit, “Three Punches and Judy” 
at the Fairmont hotel. San Fr; anciseg 
died there recently. Remains wore 
(brought east for burial in his home 
city, Lancaster, Pa., yesterday (Tues. 


of records. 
oaks | Shutta became estranged from Olsen 
uring 


| been at the Fairmont 
| last two 


| years, 
his wife, 


day. 

Borger had been a musician anq 
connected with for the 
past 20 years. Starting with George 
Olsen oreh and Geneatinn with lat. 
ter in the Broadway musical, “Supe 
ny,” had been one of the Olsen trio, 
whose recorded vocalling ot show's 
hit “Who?”, sold many thou. 
Later when Ethel 


her husband, Borger tormed a vocal 
quartet, The Four Bachelors, and 
toured with Miss Shutta on vaude 
circuits here and abroad. 

Several years ago he married Judy 
Wright and subsequently formed the 
versatile instrumental and vocalizing 
cocktail unit with which he had been 
appearing at time of death. Unit had 

Frisco, for the 
years. 


TOMMY VANDAMM 

George Robert Thomas. _ 57, 
known * professionally as Tommy 
Vandamm, and who operated theat- 
rical photograph studio for last 40 
died in N. Y. April 29. With 
former Florence Vandamm, 
he ran the Vandamm Studios, and 
had photographed 75°, of Broad. 
way’s shows since 1923. His widow, 
who survives, will carry on his busi- 


ness. 

In 1937 an exhibit of their work, 
'“New York Theatre Productions as 
Photographed by Vandamm, 1923- 


Leon Wilson. | 


He was a firm believer in the value 
of dramatic criticism, holding that | 
it is a “check rein which keeps ac- 
tors, artists and producers on the 
keen edge.” Another belief was 
that there are more good actresses 
than actors, because “they take their 


work more seriously.” 

Since staging “The Return of the 
Vagabond,” which was George M. 
Cohan’'s last show, Forrest had con- 
centrated and worked on Lambs’ 
Gambols and other entertainment 
for servicemen held frequently at 


the Lambs Club, N. Y. Besides his 
untiring efforts in this ddirection, 


he gave valuable advice to new- 
comer writers and players 

Other plays directed by Forrest 
include “The Acquittal,” “Mary,” 
“The Champion,” “The Hero,” “Only 
38,” “The Varying Shore,” “The 
Woman Who Laughed,” “Secrets,” 
“Red Light Annie,” “The Virgin,” 
“We Americans,” “Baby Cyclone,” 
“The 19th Hole,” “Los Angeles,” 
“Elmer the Great,” “Billie,” “By 
Request,” “Vermont,” “Gambling,” 
“The Rhapsody,” “Friendship” and 


“Pigeons and People.” He was also 
author of several plays, including 
“Paid,” “Word of Honour,’ “The 


O'Neil Woman” and “County Chair- 
man,” 


He had been a member of the old 


| Friars Club and at death was mem- 


ber of The Lambs and The Players 
He ig survived by his widow, former 
Mary Ryan of the stage. 

Funeral services will be held to- 
day (Wed.) at Rotelph Sholem, 7 W. 
83d street, N. Y., at noon. Interment 
in Woodlawn Cemetery, 


WILLIAM G. BITZER 

William G. (Billy) Bitzer, 
pioneer cameraman, died in Los 
geles, April 29, of heart 
Born in Boston, he started 
picture career in the early 
picture days when he filmed 
eral of Mary  Pickford’s 
starrers. He credited. with being 

first photographer on 

Stars using makeup, and 
in the industry as having 
been responsible for the topflight 
camera work, for that period, en- 
joyed by Miss Pickford. 

Later joining D. W. Griffith. Bitzer 
did the lens work on numerous big 
he turned out. Out- 
standing was his photographing of 
“Birth of a Nation.” Among others 
on which Bitzer did the camera 
work are “Intolerance,” “Bfoken 
Blossoms,” “Hearts of World,” “Way 
Down East.” 


He went to California some time 
ago following his retirement and 
was living at the Motion Picture 
Country House prior to his death. 


74, 
An- 
disease. 

motion 

sev- 
initial 


Is 


is 


silent | 


37.” was shown in Museum of City of 
New York. Thomas, who had been 
an engineer, went to London in 1913 
to make engine parts for British Air 
Board. .He met and married Miss 
Vandamm, who had her own photo- 


| graphic studio in London's West End, 


When England suifered a depres- 
sion in 1923, the couple came to New 
York, established a photographie 
studio which specialized in theatri- 
cal work, Mrs. Thomas doing most 
of portrait work and Thomas doing 


the theatre work. He was a mem- 
ber of The Players. 

Besides widow, he leaves a son, 

JACOB TEXIERE 

Jacob Texiere, 635, Danish actor 
best known for his interpretations of 
Hans Christian Andersen's fairy 
tales, died April 30 in Upsala, 


Sweden. 

Born in Copenhagen, Texiere had 
appeared in the Royal theatre in that 
city. He established a reputation as 
a fine comedian and later developed 
the one-man show idea, doing mono- 
dramas of Aadersen sluries. He had 
toured for many years in all prin- 
cipal countries of Europe and toured 
the U. S. in 1936 

He fled to Sweden from Denmark 
when the Nazis moved in. 


FRANCOIS PORCHE 


Francois Porche, 86. noted essay- 
ist and dramatist, died in Vichy, 
France, May 1, succumbing to a 
heart attack. 

He had written many books and 
several plays, one of which “Tsar 
Lenin,” was produced in English by 


in London in 1937. 


the Stage Society 
married 


In 1923 the dramatist 
Mme. Simone, noted French actress. 


SOLOMON B. MARKS 


Solomon B. Marks, 68, brother of 
Edward B. Marks, music publisher, 
died in New York May 1, Funeral 


(Continued on page 54) 


MARRIAG ES 


Ena Gest to Pete Peterson, Los 
Angeles, Jan. 15. Bride ts a contract 
player for Samuel Goldwyn; groom 
writes at RKO. 

Maryon Curtis to Ralph Murphy, 
in Ensenada, Mex., April 22. Bride 


is a singer, groom | a film producer. 
Annie Laurie Fagan to Jack Gales, 
April 30, Hollywood. Groom !s Coast 
radio head of the Buchanan agency. 
Elizabeth Reller to Lt. (j.g.) Frame 
cis B. Warrick, Engelwood, N. Js 
April 30. Bride is radio actress, 
heroine of “Young Dr. Malone” and 
other sudsy sagas of the airwaves. 
Martha Horner to Kenneth J. Win- 
ters, USN, New York, April 
Bride is radio actress and announcel. 
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‘Okla’ Wins Special Pulitzer Award: 
Ignore Picking Best 


For the second time the Pulitzer + 


Prize Committee has selected a mu- 
sical comedy for the annual award, 
“Oklahoma,” St. James, N. Y., being 
given a special citation. The com- 
mittee made no regular citation for 
drama. Since it did not come within 
the restrictive rules of the annual 
which stipulates the play se- 


grant, 
lected shall “represent in marked 
fashion the educational value and 


power of the stage, preferably deal- 
jing with American life,” the Pulitzer 
jury decided on the special award 
to “Oklahoma,” prize of $500 going 
to Richard Rodgers and Oscar Ham- 
merstein, II, the authors. The oper- 
etta, biggest hit chosen by the group, 
seems to qualify under the rules. 
Lynn Riggs, author of “Green Grow 
the Lilacs,” on which the musical is 
based, wasn’t named. 

First musical chosen for Pulitzer 
recognition was “Of Thee I Sing” 
(1932). 

Some of the straight plays deemed 
due for likely consideration opened 
after the Pulitzer deadline. notably 
“The Searching Wind.” 

Critics’ Boner 

Feeling along Broadway is that 
the Critics Circle not only pulled a 
boner in failing to make a best-play 
award but that Lillian Hellman’s 


Freedley Again Named 
Prez of Episcopal Actors 


Annual meeting of the Episcopal 
Actors Guild was held at the Lyceum, 
N. Y., Friday (28), when Vinton 
Freedley was re-elected president. 
Session included entertainment fea- 
tures, Cornelia Otis Skinner, Tom 
Terris and Charles Dow Clark ap- 
pearing in specialties. Laughter was 
inspired by a humorous speech from 
Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, rector of 
the Collegiate Marble Church. 

Rev. Dr. Randolph Ray, Edward 
Fielding, Peggy Wood and Charles 
Coburn were elected vice-presidents, 
latter replacing the late Arthur 
Byron. Thomas Lane was named 
treasurer and Rev. Dr. Charles Breck 
Ackley recording secretary, while 
Franklyn Fox was added to the 
council. Edward Childs Carpenter, 
Edwin W. Booth and Paul W. 
Fieischmann were named to the ad- 
visory committee. 


‘It May Be Awfully 


Hot to Follow The 


“The Searching Wind” really won 
rather than having technically lost. 
“Wind” drew seven out of 14 votes, 
three having been scattered, while 
four critics declined to make a se- 


Girls This Summer 


Installation of a cooling system is 
going on at the 44th Street, N. Y., 
which gets Richard Kollmar’s 


lection. Stated that under parlia- 
mentary procedure the chair could 
have ruled the votes of the non- 
selectors as void, which would have 
made Miss Hellman the winner. The 
Mirror was not represented, but 
Walter Winchell later said he would 
have voted for “Wind.” However, he 


“Dream With Music” after the cur- 
rent “Winged Victory” finales May 
20, but there’s a hitch on similarly 
equipping the Century, which has 
the new high-grossing “Follow the 
Girls.” Understood that the heavy 
increase in the cost of the Century’s 


‘Wm. Morris Takes 


Over ‘Porgy’ Tour | Managers Disclaim Responsibility 


First result of recent expansion in | 
concert division of the William! 
Morris office is assumption, effective | 
next Oct. 16, of “Porgy and Bess” 
direction. on tour. Musical is pro- 
duced by Cheryl Crawford and John 
Wildberg and has been booked for 
the road through the S. Hurok office. 

Cast includes Etta Moten, William 
Franklin, Buck & Bubbles and the 
Eva Jessye choir. Alexander Small- 
ens conducts the orch. 


On B.O. ‘Ice’ 


Stu Erwin to Leave 
‘Ladies’; Benny Baker In 


Pittsburgh, May 2. 
After almost a ful] year in “Good 
| Night Ladies,” Stuart Erwin will 


| leave the cast after Saturday night's 
Walk f Gr | (6) performance at the Nixon and 
er or Ips return to Hollywood picture-making 
again. He'll be replaced Sunday 
In Pay Arbitration 


(7) in Cleveland by Benny Baker, 
who has been here for 10 days re- 
hearsing the role and may possibly 
do a performance or two before the 
Former N. Y. mayor Jimmy Walk- farce winds up two-week run 
er, acting as arbitrator, has decided | locally. 
in favor of the stagehands in a dis- Erwin joined “Good Night Ladies” 
pute with Broadway managers over | in Chicago June 1, 1943. when Buddy 
the percentage of wage increase. In | Ebsen. Skeets Gallagher's original 
addition, the doormen and_ ushers | co-star, left to go into service. Only 
union has made demands for higher two members of the starting com- 
eS the managers regard as| pany remain now. They are Gal- 
“fantastic.” ‘ ; j 
League of New York Theatres and 
deckhands local No, 1 argued over 
an increase for months. Last year, 
after months of negotiations, the pay 


: Todd in Appeal on 106 
was titled 712%, and this season the 
managers agreed to 8% additional, N. 4 Theatre Judgment 


approximately, while the union held 
Because of $100 Default 


out for 15% over 1942 levels. Under 
the Walker award heads of depart- 


New 


ments will get around $100 weekly 
as against $92.50 which the managers 
offered, while grips and clearers’ pay 
goes from $58 to $66.70, with curtain 
men and operators somewhat higher. | 


A $10,000 judgment entered April 


21 against Michael Todd on a claim 


involving his leasing of the 48th St. 
Theatre, N. Y., was answered Mon- 
day (1) when Todd filed a surety 


proposed cooling system has delayed | 


had failed to send in a proxy. As his| the deal because the asking price for 


would have made the “required”| the apparatus was said to be around 
majority of eight, too, that, too, | $66,000. Reported that “Girls” will 


indicates how narrowly the new hit 
missed the award. 

Ironically enough, Herman Shum- 
lin, who produced “Wind” among 
other standouts written by Miss 
Hellman, has never won a Pulitzer 
or Critics prize, nor has she. Their 
“Watch on The Rhine” was nearly 
cited. Shumlin directed it as a pic-| 
ture and as such it took the Acad- 
emy award. In the present instance 
Louis Kronenberger (PM) could 
have tilted the scale in favor of 
“Wind,” he being an admirer of Miss 
Hellman’s writing, but he didn't 
make a selection this time. N. Y. Times several months ago after 

A single ballot was decided on by bidding against the Shuberts, but the 
the Circle to eliminate a free-for-all,} publication granted the managers a 
such as happened last year. Pointed| five-year lease on the house, which 
out that a slight change in the new| explains the practicability of install- 
rule could be made to avoid another | ing the cooling plant. Times ac- 
such snag, that of making it optional! quired the site with the idea of ex- 
with the chair to rule a plurality|panding its printing plant, located 
rather a majority to be the deciding | two lev els below the street, but that 
Voie. 


Merry Widow” on Saturday (6). 


tems designed for the use of ice 
varied from $14,000 to $18,000, while | 
replicas of air-conditioning plants 


and less, such systems calling for the 
use of freon gas, controlled by strict 
priority. 
latter apparatus and are said to have 
conserved the chemical by draining 
the pipes last fall. 


'ture. Paper also owns the Little the- 
atre ‘(now Times Hall), having 


‘ARSENIC’ IN BRITISH | bought that site to provide additional 
| space for the arrival and departure 

'of trucks which now use 43d street. 

CLEANUP; 3 TROUPES In between the two properties is the 


There are now three companies of 
“Arsenic and Old Lace” playing in 
England, rating ‘it one of the most! 
successful American plays’ ever| 
shown there. One “Arsenic” is run- | 
ning in London where it is still! not to be used, Times not caring to 
cleaning up, the other two being! p_ responsible for indicated build- 
touring outfits, one having opened in! jn6 violations. Part of the basement 
the provinces Monday (1). is being used by the Stage Door 

While the Broadway engagement | Canteen. 
of “Arsenic” is aimed into another 
summer, the road show closed in | 


Newark last Saturday (29). C “dy | 
ookings this season having spanned | 
ummer Subway Circutt 


a 36-week period. Warners’ “Arsen- 
ic” film has been completed for more | 
Summer subway circuit of Jules 
J. Leventhal and William Brandt 


than a year and is tentatively set for 
doesn't shape up as actively this sea- 


rebuilding of 
is likely until 


the Shuberts. No 
either theatre spot 
after the war. 
Stipulation in the 44th Street lease 
is that the roof theatre (Bayes) is 


release Sept. 1. 


a ° | son as last. Of five theatres as nu- 
Boyar Only New Officer cleus last season, Audubon, Man- 
hattan and Central, Passaic, are 


definitely out for this season. Mosque 


In ATAM, As Veepee theatre, Newark, hasiit been con- 

Nominations for officers of the | sidered for this summer, since it’s 
Association of Theatrical Agents and | now using road shows. 

Managers, which are tantamount to | Flatbush theatre ‘Brooklyn), 


election, reveal that the only new 
officer is Ben Boyar, vice-president, 
Who replaces Phil Stevenson, who is 
on the Coast. Saul Abraham is again 
president, with Milton Weintraub 
Secretary-treasurer, Oliver Sayler | 
business agent, and Arthur Singer 
Sergeant-at-arms. 

For the board (company mana- 
8ers): Morris Jacobs, Herman Bern- 
Stein, Frank Smith, Bob Milford; | 
‘N. Y. press agents): Bernard Simon, 
Arthur Levy; (road agents): Howard | 
Herrick, Charles Mulligan; (Yiddish 
stoup): Nathan Barnes, William Me- 
‘uer, Balloting will be by mail. 


which opened April 25 with “Junior 
Miss,” with a cast from the com- 
edy’s several] road and USO casts, 
will get “Porgy and Bess’ next Tues- 
day (9). Windsor theatre (Bronx) | 
will get “Junior Miss” Tuesday (9) | 
and “Porgy and Bess” following 
week +16). 


10-week season of summer 


| Spangles,” saga of circus life by) 


' Adele Hemmings. 


move to the Majestic, which becomes 
available with the closing of “The | 


Heretofore the cost of cooling sys- | 


Result of the arbitration must be 
verified by the regional War Labor | 
Board. 


bond at the County Clerk’s office 
pending an appeal. 


| 
|; Case involves Todd and Harr 

Managers Burn Oshrin, from whom Todd took ad 
Managers were steamed up over | the lease last October, although Osh- 
the boosfs sought by the doormen | ;jn has since assigned the judgment 
and ushers, whose union was formed | to Dan Schwartz. Oshrin, represent- 
last year. Union asks that three | 


shifts be em- | 
ployed for the stagedoor job, plus a 
relief man on aé_ half-week’s pay 
basis. Wage now is $22.50, although 
some theatres pay more, while the 
new scale asked is $45, which also 
would apply to the ticket taker. Ush- 


men on eight-hour 


'ers, whose pay was raised from $8 


| want $28 weekly. 
used in picture houses cost $25,000 | 


Only twe legiters have the | . 
} also 


| per 
The 44th Street was bought by the | 


| 
} 


| improvement is for the remote fu- | 


so-called Sardi building, owned by | 


to $11 minimum last season, now 
Showmen claim 
that idea is all out of line because 
ushering is a part-time job. 

League's ideas are that ushers only 
show patrons to their seats. They 
want a week's vacation with 
pay if the house is lighted 30 wecks 
year, or two weeks if the sea- 
son runs 52 or more weeks. 


Unfair Opera Competition 
Charged to La Guardia By 
Gallo in N.Y. City Theatre 


Fortune Gallo, whose San Carlo 
Opera Co. is current at the Center, 
Radio City, has protested to Mayor | 
LaGuardia over opposition pop opera ' 
which opened Monday (1) at the 
city-owned City Centre theatre, for- 
merly Mecca Temple. He pointed 
out that it did not conform to the 
mayor's statements that the munici- 


| pal house would not be used in com- 


llar opera companies with identical 


petition with other theatrical and 
musical ‘enterprises in the com- 
munity. 

It is the second time that Gallo , 


pointed out the conflict of two simi- 


ticket scales and duplication of rep- 
ertory. Showman had received no | 
response to his City Hall communi- 
cations up to early this week. Pre- 
viously he had suggested changing | 


the date at the City Center. Gallo 
also. peinted out that heretofore 
when his troupe played Rockefeller 
Center. it was accorded the privilege 
of ad matter in car windows of the 
city-owned subway system. For the 
current engagement that privilege 
was denied but was accorded the 
City Center operatic project. 
Opposition ballet outfits at the 


Jack Kershaw has taken over the to direct 
| Grantwood, Grantwood, N. J., for a. season of outdoor musicals to be of- 
stock.!| fered in 
opening May 8 with “Tanbark and, Amphitheatre this summer. 


Metropolitan and City Center, how- 
brought about no objection: 
both did excellent business. Mont 
Carlo Ballet Russe at the city spot 
finaled Saturday +29) and is booked 
back for September. Russian Ballet 
at the Met was reported drawing 
standees nightly, and the engage- 
ment has been extended to May 21, | 
two weeks longer than intended. 


ever, 


To Divert Toledo Season 


Toledo, May 2. 
Alonzo Price has been appointed | 
by Toledo Civie Light Opera Guild 
the proposed four-week 


the Walbridge Park Zoo 


Season expected to open late in 


| June. j 


ing the Victory Associates, sold Todd 
the lease for a $2,000 down payment 
and $10,000 balance to be paid at 
rate of $100 a week. (Todd and his 
office siaff are debuting a new play, 
“Pick-Up Girl,” at the 48th St. thea- 
tre tonight. His lease runs till Dec. 
*45.) 

Oshrin claimed the first $100 pay- 
ment, due Dec. 13, °43, was over- 
looked, full $10,000 amount then be- 


ing due by terms of the agreement. | 


Oshrin began immediate suit, trial 
starting April 15 in N. Y. Supreme 
Court, Oshrin winning a verdict. 
The Todd office maintains it wasn’t 
notified of default, as the agreement 
required. Reason for overlooking 
first payment, said Todd, was simply 


| an error, he believing first $100 pay- 


ment being due 20 weeks after tak- 
ing the lease instead of eight weeks. 
Todd says first he heard of the 
arrears was on Christmas eve, when 
Oshrin filed suit and summonsed him. 
Todd offered to begin the $100 
weekly payments then, but Oshrin 
refused, 

Todd 
trial 


that when the 
concluded, and in the interim 
before the decision was handed 
down, Oshrin offered to take 20% 
less. or $8,000, to clean up the case. 
Todd refused, he said, because of 
the principle of the thing, bitterly 
resenting the suit and the judgment. 
His purpose in appealing the case, 
he says, is based on the same prin- 
ciple. 


FILM COMPANIES EYE 
‘PICK-UP GIRL’ PRE-N.Y. 


Several major picture companies 
are interested in getting the rights 
to “Pick-Up Girl,’ Elsa Shelley's 


also claims 


By Ticket Brokers 


York License Commissioner 
| Paul Moss huddled with the board 
;c’ the League of New York Theatres 
| again, session including a pep talk 


to managers on the ticket situa- 
tion. He asked assurance he had 
|their support in his campaign to 


| stamp out gypping. Managers, how- 
iever, pointed out that some features 
lof the commissioner's campaign for 
ticket statute compliance’ might 
prove dangerous, if not injurious, to 
show business. 

Moss was inclined to warn man- 
agers about boxoffice “control,” as 
he did some weeks ago, commis- 
sioner stating that if any gratuity 
was collected by treasurers or other 
employees, the theatre license would 
be jeapordized. He said that uuder 
the state ticket law such licenses 
could be suspended or revoked. That 
started a discussion about “ice,” 
term used for coin allegedly slipped 
to boxoffice people by ticket wgen- 
cies. 

Managers replied that it is diticult 
to discover if such payments are 
made and declared that it would not 
be equitable for them to be held 
resnonsible for such  pravciices. 
When th> legit ticket code was en- 
tered into by the League and Equity, 
buys, which were blamed for ex- 
cess prices, were ruled out. There- 
after salaries of boxoffice people 
were increased and it was acsumed 
that “ice’ was a thing of the past. 
is generally conceded that 
miums higher than the state limit 
of 75c plus 20°, federal tax have 
been held down considerably, al- 
though the records of certain class 
clubs, reveal excess charges, which 
have resulied in the suspensioa of 
several agency licenses. 

The showmen frankly stated their 
views on jicenre revocations, declar- 
ing that if too many ticket brokers 
were forced out of business, tne re- 
sult would probably be adverse to 
| independent producers and thevtre 
| owners. It was stated that most 
j tickets woula gravi. te tc the larger 
agencies, one of whtch was nomed, 
and thus discrimination was a pos- 
| sibility desvite the code rules on 
j}tnat angle. Managerial ideas ehout 
that likely situstion were quite sim- 
ilar to those set forth editoriaiiv re- 
cently in “Variety.” 
| One broker who was “punished” 
iby the code enforcement board for 


|charging 75c overage for “Okla- 
|}homa” (St. James) balcony tickets 


received no allotments for one week 
| but was able to do some business, 
| That agency sold tickets for “Winged 
Victory” (44th Street) and the Bat- 
Theatre ‘Metropolitan Opera 
House). revealed «hat brok_rs are 
required to pay for “Victory” tickets 
and there are no return privileges. 
| That constitutes an outright buy. 
Because it is an Army Air Force 
show, an exception was evidently 
|made by the code beard, as was 
| true. too. of “This Is the Army” dus- 
| ing its Broadway run. 

Rialto agency, recently ruled out 
| by Moss, went into N. Y. supreme 
court before Justice Isidor Wasser- 
vogel in an action designed to force 
the commissioner to reissue the 
broker's license. Reaforfor revoca- 
tion was charging higher premiums 
than the legal rate on tickets sold 
to the Union League Club. Agency 
was represented by William B. Her- 
| lands, ex-New York investigation 
commissioner. Decision was re- 
served for further argument. 


REFINANCING THIS WEEK 


first play, which opens at the 48th | 
Street, N. Y., tonight (3). One or 


two scouts saw the drama in Boston, 
and while juvenile delinquency has 
been a Hollywood studio topic be- 
iore, 


terested in the new play’s title. 


“Girl” was presented in Boston by | 


Jame Colligan, Harry Bloomfield 
and Harriet Kaplan, members of 
Michael Todd's office, but on Broad- 
way the billing has the show of- 
fered by “Michael Todd's Staff.” 
The trio is said to have a substan- 


in “Girl.” 


Ballet Drama Set 
By Theatre Guild 


Hollywood, May 2. 

Theatre Guild has acquired stage 
rights to “Floating Down Floogle 
Street,” musical fantasy by Leopold 
Atlas. 

The play (title is temporary) will 
be staged in the fall as a ballet- 
drama. 


film people are particularly in- | 


FOR MUSIC BOX, N. Y. 


fefinancing of the Music Box, 
N. Y., mortgage is expected to be 


arranged this week, extension of that 
deal having becn delayed beyond the 
«expiration date Monday (+1) because 
of bank demands. House cost over 
$900,000 to build. being regarded as 


one of Broadway's favorite theatres. 
The mortgage held by the Albany 
Savings Bank is $325,800. Albany 


people want the mortgage substanti- 
ally reduced despite the fact that 7% 
interest and amortization have been 
| paid annually. 

Theatre management contends that 
if the yearly payments are upped 
the Music Box would virtually be 
operated for the benefit of the bank. 
| During depression seasons the Music 
| Box went into the red and the pay- 
| ment of back taxes was a factor in 
| holding down earned profits. 

| Theatre is owned by the estate of 
Sain H. Harris, Irving Berlin and the 
| Shubests, latter having a one-third 
interest. It has housed many hits, in- 


i cluding the current “Over 21.” 


i 
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Plays on 


A Highland Fling 


threes 


George Abbott production of 
(six seeness comedy by Margaret Curtis 
features Ralph Forbes and Miss Curt 
by Abbott; settings by John Root 
cosiumes Motley. Opened at Plymouth, 
April 28, 23.60 top; opening night 
Cha Machkenze Ralph Forbes 
Jdesunie Mackenzie Frances Reid 
The Lads of Sha lott......Margaret Curtis 
Rabbie Karl Swensen 
Mactires ror Marguerite Clifton 
Bessie Beads 
Dialcolm Ivan Abille: 
liila Graham Marjorie Davies 
Hamish Hamilton. Robb 
Alicetrina MucLean....... Gloria Hallward 
Janne MacTavish John MeQuade | 
Seared) Nicholas Saunders 
Pouglas Stuart. Clair Baytleld 
Mire. Mactiill........ Marguerite Morrisse) 
Mora MacTavish. Pax Watker 
Mr. Mactronald . James Laue 

New George Abbott production 


fails to measure up to out-of-town 
reports, with its chances of a Broad- 
way run doubtful. 
ceived for “A Highland Fling” 
Margaret Curtis, who 
in the lead femme role. failed to jell. 
Partial responsibility falls to Abbott 
himself. whose direction too often 
hit an uneven pace. 


by 


Described as a comedy, “Fling” 
actually never quite makes up its 
mind what it wants to be. Essen- 
tially, it’s fantasy, but weighed down 
by an overdosage of Scottish accents. 


Miss Curtis, who betrays a definite 
talent for whimsy and often succeeds 
in capturing the spirit of make-be- 
lieve, in this instance hadn't suifi- 
cient material to keep her play in 
the nether realm. And in resorting 
to a too-frequent blending of realism 
she only succeeded in bogging down 


her fantasy 
As comedy, “Fling’s” laughs are 
too far-spaced and fail to exploit 


fully the possibilities of the idea. A 
fuller development of the whimsical 
aspects, briefer excursions into the 
earthly strata and accentuation of 
the comedic twists would make 
“Fling” suitable as picture material. 

Miss Curtis has peopled her fable 
with the ghost of a former laird: a 
“daftie’ who's in love with “ghostie”: 
the latter's great, great, great, great 
grandson who finally wins over the 
comely village idiot; a village sinner 
whose reformation by the brawny 
haunter finally opens wide the por- 
tals of heaven to “ghostie,” and other 
such assorted Scottish fauna. For 
good measure there are interwoven | 
themes involving such matters as a 
Scone Stone guarded by “ghostie” 
and eventually taken to Pittsburgh 
for safekeeping. The sudden 
sion of a clansman from America in 
search of the elusive stone, accom- 
panied by his daughter, who is! 
equally as foreign to the author's 


Highland fling, only tends to destroy | 


the qualities Miss Curtis strives to 
conjure, 

Chief 
Forbes’ 


asset of the play is Ralph 
portrayal of the ghost, with 


Miss Curtis also turning in a believ- | 


able interpretation as the “daftie” 
who eventually spurns the ex-laird’s 
affection for his living descendant. | 
Karl Swensen as the village sinner 
and John Ireland as the flesh-and- 
blood laird turn in creditable per- 
formances. Patti Brady, six-year-old 


moppet who alone with “daftie” is | 
able to see the ghost, is excellent in 


her brief bits. 


tings are on the credit side. Rose. 


| Roger Gray's staging is on the 
SS | debit side and Bud Murray's dances 
Earth Journey lare of the one-two-three kick, shuf- 
Guild production of fantasy | fle - off -to- Buffalo school. Franz 
In three acts (our scenes) by Sheldon | Steininger conducts a full pit orches- | 
Features Jan Maclaren, Alexander | tra that works wonders with Chase’s 
ward, Chriatina Souliag, William Moneecs | hich is neithet noteworthy | 
Ca Dunning, Bernice Grant. John highly original. In fact, there | 
osene, Irene Parker, Wlizabeth Hunt, Ann | Was a smattering of Sigmund Rom- | 
Donaldson Direcied Dennis Gurney berg about most of it. 
Y., April ‘44. | be counted on to do some sur- 
gery, “Dream” may get a fair play 
“Earth Journey” may’be a little | here and move out to other Coast | 
too arch for Broadway, but as the | towns. As it stands. however, the 
Blackfriars Guild does it in its 57th | Show would never make the grade in 


street 
comedy 
with many 
Chinese 
Oriental 
visible 


is an entertaining 
amusing moments 
fable. done in 
fashion with fancied 
Stagehands and a 


Novel idea con- | 


also appears | 


intru- 


John Root’s two set- | 


playhouse the Sheldon..Davis ~the. east. 
fantasy 
A} 
pseudo- 
props, 
narrator 


Broadway 


‘giving story and cues, it is a little 
talkvy and long. But it 
j}authentic charm and humor, with 


sprightly second act interspersed be- 
tween two plodding ones. 

The fable deals with a princess 
who brings an idol to life as a young 


prince and falls in love with him, 
| only to lose him in the end to the 
| gods. The story lends itself to some 


{gentle kidding, and a good cast han- 
| dles it competently. 

Ian Maclaren is a suave narrator, 
William Monsees a manly prince, 
‘and John Rosene a highly comic 
Grand Eunuch. Robert Hayward is 
a little too broad-gauged as the 
| emperor. Christina Soulias and 
| Caro! Dunning are appealing as the 


| princesses. Dennis Gurney’s direc- 
tion is smooth and intelligent. 
The play is booked for an_ in- 


definite run. 


Play Out of Town 


| 
| 
| 


Dream of Romance 
Los Angeles, April 21. 


Kdward Sh produe Ob Operetta in 
acts (six enes) by Llevd Premont 
Chins Stars Betty Wean, Herbert Corthell, 
| foucill Norman Stuged by Rowe Gray 
1 amd @nseinhles bb Bud Murray; su- 
| pers ib Paul M Trebitsch: conductor, 
Sieininge Opened Los 
Ang s. Ap tu, °44: $5 top 
“Dream of Romance.” although 
presented as a new operetta, has all 


the rococo flavoring of something 
written years ago. If it proves suc- 
cessful at the boxoffice. it will large- 
ly be because there is an escapist. 
pre-war (World War I) flavor about 
it that may appeal to audiences, plus 
a large cast composed mainly of at- 
tractive girls. 

Lloyd Fremont Chase’s book has a 
rickety plot concerning two men 
who make a bet that they can marry 
any man on the street to an heiress. 
Picking up the first available male, 
they drag him off on an ocean voy- 
age, where there are enough wealthy 
femmes to go around. Somewhere 


a) 


_ Legit Group Expands 


Stage for Action, 
way professionals 
gether 
bit on 
short 


who banded 


by 
or 


front 
political 


home 
on 


the 


plays civic 


come interested. Scripts 
requested by acting groups in Holly- 
wood, Chicago, Philly and Indianap- 


readied for national use. Plays are 
one act originals, in Living News- | 
paper technique. Writers and actors | 
contribute services, plays being 
staged at rallies, meetings, clubs, 
etc. Plan is to send road companies 
; out in the fall, with actors then be- 
ing paid Equity minimums. 


LEGIT 1ST TIME IN YRS 


week took over 
theatre, Atlantic 


Lee Shubert last 
ithe Garden Pier 
City, on a three-year lease from the 
resort’s City Commission, He'll re- 
light house June 15 with Olsen and 


Johnson in their “Sons ’o Fun.” New 
deal will give resort its first legit 


show in several years. 

Lease provides for immediate pay- 
ment of $18,000 for the three years. 
Sum will be used to place the thea- 
In addition, 


tre, etc., in condition. 
the city will receive 5% of the net 
profits. 


City acquired entire pier recently 
at a tax sale for arrearages of more 
than $115.000 in taxes and penalties. 
Theatre is at end of the boardwalk 
and has capacity of 2,200 


in the midst of this. a number of | 7 

phoney noblemen and women at- Obit 

tempt to outwit one another and | uaries 

marry themselves off to hefty for- er , 9 

tunes. Counter-plots spoil any co- | — Continued from page 52 

| tinuity that may have been extant service will be held this (Wed.) 

originally and the piece takes a 

| prattfall at the end. Marks 
Lucille Norman and Betty Kean After leaving college wheres 

}are the two bright hopes of the show | entered the music publishing busi- 

|}and may carry it should producer | ness with his brother but later went 


Fdward Sheroni fail to trim much of 
|the pathetic dialog. Miss Norman 
| has a clear, full voice that should see 
her well esconced in operetta leads 
in due time. and she has the pleasing 
| faculty of being able to sell sex ap- 
Lose while in the midst of an aria. 
|Miss Kean. who has done pictures, 
|milks her audience for laughs with 
jroutines that bring memories. of 
Charlotte Greenwood and Judy Ca- 
Herbert Corthell billed as 
and a comedian, neither of 
which was apparent opening night. 
| Rest of the cast. which includes 
Richard French, Wilton Clary. Ray- 
mond Bailey. Nina Ferova, William 
O'Neal, Joe Weston, William Joy and 
Myrtle Ferguson, suffer from direc- 
tion. of memory and apparent 
indifference to their respective parts. 


| nova. 
a star 


1S 


loss 


Play 


One Room 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1850 
Play Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 
25 West 45th Street, York 


S11 


New 
Los 


London, March 29. 


West Street, Angeles 


A Prehistoric Romance 


Semi-Modern Melodrama 
ONE SET—15 PEOPLE 


Active... Pieturesque .. Thrilling 


ADDRESS BOX 250 


154 W. 46th Sireet 
New York City 19, N. ¥ 


NATURAL MINK COAT 


Good condition —lIatest style— 
size 14—$950.00—rare opportunity 
—Murray Hill 4-4200—Apt. 506 
after 12 N. Sunday or evenings. 


author had a plot. he might turn out 
an entertaining script. 

There are four people and one set, 
yet they manage to keep interest go- 
ing after a slow start. The piece is 
unlikely to be very successful in 
London. But when the principal 
player, Gene Gerrard, who knows 

(every trick of farce machinations, 
| gets his part properly jazzed up, the 
presentation should be a very profit- 
able provincial venture 

| The other male role is played by 
| Car! Bernard, who also does well, his 
|'work reminding of Noel Coward. 
The two female characters do not 
matter much. Their most important 
| task is to look pretty and show their 
'negligee. In this réspect, both are 


fully competent. Jolo. 


furce ” ald 
Press Alfie (fe 
| Kran At Apollo 
} tre 1 2a i4 
Mrs. J Be Win 1 Shot 
Fil ‘th J i s 
; An unpleasant story told” with 
much extremely clever dialog and 
smart answers, indicating that if the | 


into real estate field. For many years | 
he was associated with the realty | 
firm of Edgar Ellinger. 

Son, daughter and three brothers 
survive. 

HARRY C. NEUES 

Harry C. Neues, 69, musician, who 
for many years had his own dance 
| band, died April 21, at Canton, O. 
He trouped with many well known 


| bands and played in theatre pit 


bands in Canton. 
Widow survives. 


WILLIAM H. NEWBOLD 
William H. Newbold, 39, assistant 
| irector of research for Philco Cor- 
| poration, died April 28 in Philadel- 


| phia. He-was in charge of research 
|and development of several war 


products. 

During his 10 years with Philco he 
filed many patents on radio devices 
and circuits. Survived by 
| and a daughter 


| 


CHARLES G. 
Charles G. 
i the 
| died 


SPERBER 

Sperber, 66, member of 
Emmett Welch Minstrels, 
week in Philadelphia. He 


old 
lasi 


.|.joined the Welch troupe at, 25. 
| He also was a member of a quar- | 


| tet known as the Paramount Four. 
| Survived by his widow and two 
| daughters. 
CHARLES M. CASEY 
Charles M. Casey, 77, pioneer 
Lynchburg, Va., exhibitor, died April 
25 in that ci He owned four thea- 
{tres in Lynchburg before Paramount 
took them over. 
Survived by four sons, three 
laugnte and two sisters 


GEORGE HERRIMAN 
George Herriman, 63, cartoonist 
| who originated the “Krazy Kat” 
strip for King Features, died April 
26 in Hollywood, following a long 
illness. 


DELBERT SWELLANDER 

Pvt. Delbert Swellander, para- 
trooper, was killed in action in Italy, 
according to reports reaching family 

He was .-brother of Burton 
Janet), vaude team. 

Abraham Rosenberg, 76, father of 
Al Rosenberg, district manager Ever- 
green Theaires in Washington state, 
died April 22. Another son, Jack 
formerly manager of Coliseum, is 


(& 


lieutenant in Coast Guard. 


group of Broad- 
1o- 
three months ago to do their 


staging 


problems, is now branching out on a 


olis, and a library of plays is being | 


ATLANTIC CITY TO HAVE 


widow | 


| the NBC-Metropolitan auditions, has 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Dick Maney, whom Stanley Woodward. sports editor-columnist for the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune, describes as “historian of transpontine tantrums” 
(meaning what goes on at Ebbets Field, home of the Brooklyn Dodger 
|'ball team), had a few things to say in Woodward's column last Thursd; 


rs 
ay 


rfMitional basis. Impetus was fur-| (27). He discoursed on the situation created between Branch Rickey and 

nished by a program given April 19 Joe Medwick when the latter joined the Giants. Ie 
at Henry Hudson hotel, Y.. with | Maney, who is normally a Broadway legit publicist, described Ric ‘key, 
Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt as top guest, at | Manager of the Dodgers, as “the unfrocked beadle of Flatbush,” also the 
which $2,500 was raised, Fredric} ‘garrulous swami.” He pointed out that Medwick, “a stationary outfielder, 
March alone contributing $500. inventor and perfector of the sitting-down catch,” used his malicious mace, 
CIO Political Action Committee | Smacking out a hit the first time up, after being razzed by the Flatbush 
and various AFL unions ‘have be- | fans, when the Giants and Dodgers opened the season. Also that “Med. 
are being wick’s two-day rampage in Brooklyn will be cited as the most memorable 


contribution to an ouslay season.” It seemed once that Medwick’s batting 
average was shrinking, so Rickey chopped his pay; so Medwick quit. But 
“hell had no fury like a Medwick scorned. All last winter he lay in the 
weeds whetting his dirk. That he should elect the first week of the season 
to plunge it into the gizzard of his ancient foe would seem to be the 
'epitome of poetic justice. 

The combatants mixed it up first when the player was with the St. Louis 
Cardinals, then known as the “gashouse gang,” of which Rickey was gen- 
| eral manager. 

{| Reacting to predictions that the pennant races will be mediocre this 
season because of the war, Maney concluded with: “If the customers grow 
jaded by the comical make-believe which will empty all the baseball 
stadia of the boroughs this summer, they may still find haven, even amuse- 
ment and instruction at the shows he agents—even though none will 
play double matinees—but “visitors to these sterling attractions will never 
| be drenched. sunburned or swindled.” Shows he named were “The Search. 
| ing Wind” (Fulton); “Decision” (Ambassador); “Ramshackle Inn” (Royale), 
| and “Arsenic and Old Lace” (Hudson). 

| Two road companies of “Oklahoma” (St. James, N. Y.), and one of 
|“Over 21” (Music Box), which are now units for USO-Camp Shows and 
designated to entertain troops near the fighting fronts, are conforming to 


Equity working conditions. That means rehearsal pay applies, also the 
usual transportation assurances, which are hardly necessary in these 


instances. The usual limit of eight performances weekly will be followed 
although it is possible that condensed versions of the shows will be 
played in some spots. 

One “Oklahoma” troupe is aimed for the European front and the other 
for the South Pacific. 


Payment from the Associated Actors and Artistes of America of $150 
weekly to the widow of Frank Gillmore (latter died in 1943) will cease 
in August. Understood she a comfortably fixed. When Gillmore with- 
drew from Equity to head the Four A’s he was given a five-year contract 
at $15,000 annually, but because the parent talent union was in question- 
able financial condition the amount was later reduced 50% 

Gillmore became less active because of declining health and it was 
agreed he receive $150 weekly for the balance of his life. Stinulated that 
/in the event of his demise the payments were to go to his widow during 
a period now expiring. 


Ralph Murphy, Hollywood director, has arrived in San Francisco to 
assist Howard Lang in putting the finishing touches to “School for Brides,” 
currently at the Geary there. The show opened to good business. Re- 
writing has been so heavy in the first act that Muryhy was called in for 


technical advice. “School” stars Glenda Farrel] and Roscoe Karns. Pic- 
ture commitments may necessitate a new femme lead in place of Miss 
| Farrell. Present plans call for a tour of the north, including Vancouver 


and Seattle, before moving eastward. 


Persistency. faith or hope by its backers may explain the presence of 
“Only the Heart” at the Bijou, N. Y. Up to last week the drama was re- 
ported to be in the red for around $37,000, when one of the femme angels 
invested another $5,000. 

Business claimed to have improved. There a possibility that 
picture rights can retrieve the losses in whole or part but no chance is 
indicated by the boxoffice route. 


is IS 


| According to the billing the author of “Fhe Lady and the Clown,” which 
closed swiftly in Chicago, was Bryan Taylor, but Edwin B. Self is said 
to have written the play, which he financed. Self, who is in the adver- 
tising business and publicized a well-known brewery, was also the author 

; of “The Distant City,” which had a brief stay at the Longacre, N. Y.; i 

| 1941. He also backed that show. 

Broadway backstage doormen not infrequently are former stage pro- 

| fessionals, while the progeny of others are in important posts. On duty 


at one iegiler is a doorman whose son is a college professor, the other 
| guardian's boy being a high federal tax official, while the relief man’s 
'lad is a well known comedian. 

Jimmy Lane, who starts the laugh score in “Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore, 
|N. Y., as the house painter, is doubling into “A Highland Fling,” which 
| opened at the Plymouth Friday (28), both shows being George Abbott al- 
|tractions. He only has a bit in “Fling,” but will understudy four parts 


Legit Theatres Total ‘Double Royalties Paid 
$28,000 for Red Cross On ‘Chicken’ Creates - 


\ 


Legitimate Theatre Division of f B’ 
Red Cross war fund drive has con-| Precedent or way 
| cluded its activities and turned in a} There are double royalties for 

collected 1) “Chicken Every Sunday.” at the Mil- 
cash topped $13,000 while the com- 
mittee was credited, with an addi-| ler, N. Y., which is believed to have 
tional $15.000 which was donated by! created a precedent on Broadway. 
professionals before the LTD went Rosemary Taylor. who wrote the 
into actior Theatre group started} novel. receives 5%. while the Coast 
about one month after the original| writers, Julius J. and Philip G. Ep- 
drive started, being inspired by re-| stein. who dramatized it, get the 
| ports that collections were somewhat} usual sliding scale of 5%, 7T!2‘> and 
} under expectations. 110% of the gross. Heretofore when 

Gertrude Lawrence and Marcus;a book was turned into play form 
Heiman were co-chairmen of the! the original author and the play- 


theatre division, Captains and heads! wright divided the royalties, accord- 
of groups: Howard Lindsay, Bre-| ing to mutual agreement. 

_taigne Windust, Howard Bay, Jean New Broadway manager, Edward 
| Dalrymple and Howard Barnes. Gross, produced “Chicken.” Show 


Bowe Set for Memphis 
Memphis, May 2. 
recent winner 


has been getting fairly good money, 
but operating profits are said to be 
comparatively light, one indicated 
reason for that being the royalty 
payments. Understood that Gross has 
put the matter up to the writers, 
with the idea of reducing the royal- 


Morton Bowe, of 


been signed as top tenor for the city’s 
1944 summer season of outdoor op- 


eretta, with Virginia Johnson of | ties. arguing that otherwise the 
New York inked as dance director.| “Chicken” engagement may be cur- 
tailed. 


Mike Cavanaugh is acting general 
representative for the Shuberts in 
| Boston during the absence of A. G. 
Monroe, who is hospitalized. 


House is operated by Gilbert Mi!- 
ler, who has placed “Make It Last” 
into rehearsal. Latter is a Juue 
Broadway possibility. 


| 
( 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| | 

| 
| 
| 

| 

| | 
| 
| | | | 
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Chi on Upgrade; Rebecca’ $17,300. 
‘Abie’ 126, ‘Kiss’ 166, Blossom’ $20,200 


Chicago, May 2. 


Business continues on the upgrade 
with several attractions again enjoy- 
ing a nice increase last week. “Blos- 
<om Time” at the Blackstone did $20,- 
200 and “Rebecca” at the Selwyn 
spurted to °$17,800.  “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” moves out of the Studebaker 
Saturday (6) after building to $12,000 
Jast week. Maurice Schwartz's Yid- 
dish production of “The Family Car- 
novsky” follows it, opening May 11. 
“Kiss and Tell” is staying around 
$16,000, and “Oklahoma” is still sell- 
out $30,000 at the Erlanger. 

The Great Northern reopened Sat- 
urday (29) with “Uncle Harry” with 
cast headed by Luther Adler and 
Beth Merrill. While closed, the 
house underwent extensive renova- 

Ss. 
ase Estimates for Last Week 

“Abie's Irish Rose,” Studebaker 
(6th week) (1,400; $3). Hiked to 
$12,000. 

“Blossom Time,” Blackstone (4th 
week) (1.200; $3.60). Nice increase 
to hit $20,200. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (51st week) 
(1.000: $3). Staying around $16,000. 

“Qklakoma,” Erlanger (24th week) 
(1.500: $4.20). Sellout $30,000. 

“Rebecca,” Selwyn (2d week) (1,- 
000: $3). Spurted to $17,800. 

“Uncle Harry,” Great Northern 
(1.400; $3). Opened Saturday night 
129). Iniial performance took about 


$2,300. 


Rosalinda’ Up 
To 256, Philly 


Philadelphia, May 2. 

Main surprise of last week was 
the way “Rosalinda,” playing its 
sixth and final week at the Forrest, 
bounced back to sturdy $25,400, 
which was four grand or more better 
than operetta did in its fifth stanza. 
Otherwise legit business was gener- 
ally okay without being in any iIn- 
stance sensational. 

“Porgy and Bess” was just under 
$16.000 in its third week at the Er- 
langer and the drop of five grand 
indicated management acted wisely 
in holding return engagement to four 
weeks instead of taking a chance on 
a fifth frame as figured. 
present pace, which is way under 
capacity at this big indie-operated 
house, Gershwin musical is on the 
right side of the ledger. 


Ethel Barrymore's return in “The | 


Corn is Green” at the Locust proved 
some under expectations but was 
generally satisfactory with $13,500 
and Emlyn Williams drama should 
beat that mark this week with okay 
weather. House has nothing booked 
to follow but Barrymore opus is ap- 
parently not staying. Another book- 
ing for later this month is confi- 
dently expected. “Janie,” 
of a disappointment here. got under 
$8.000 in its third and final week at 
the Walnut. 

Last night (1) two shows returned: 
“Blithe Spirit’ to the Walnut for 
two weeks and “Family Carnovsky” 
at the Forrest. “Spirit” sold out in 
two stanzas at the Walnut last fall; 
present stay strictly limited although 
Walnut also has no other booking 
mentioned. Yiddish Art Theatre did 
sellout week at Walnut in March 
and is now at the Forrest for an- 
other session. 

Only bookings listed are at the 
Forrest. which gets 
Friends” for two weeks starting next 
Monday, then “Slap Happy” (22) for 


two weeks followed by “Siove Pipe | 


Hat” (June 5) for another two. 


‘Tomorrow’ OK $10,000 
In St. Louis Repeat 


St. Louis. May 2. 
The 1943-44 legit season at the 
American, sole legiter in this burg, 
wound up Saturday (29) with “To- 
morrow the World” closing its sec- 
ond one-week stand of the season. 
rhe 1,700-seater was scaled to 
$3.05; and eight performances copped 
an estimated $10,000. 


‘ 
Ladies’ 16'4G, Pitt 
a Pittsburgh, May 2. 
Good Night Ladies” got a very 
Salisfactory $16,500 in its first week 
at Nixon, playing at $3 top. 


Present. and final, session. how- | 


ever, will be much better, from ad- 
Vance sale indications. 

ROAD’ 5G, SCHENECTADY 

pa Schenectady, May 2. 

“Tobacco Road,” in its third en- 
kagement in Schenectady. grossed a 


neat $5.000 in three nights at the | 


‘rie, a Fabian theatre. 


‘Old Soak’ 7',G, Toronte 
Toronto, May 2. 
Soak” revival, with Guy 
Sean did satisfactory $7.500 last 

Royal Alexandra (1,525) was sc: 
at $2 top. 925) was scaled 


Even at! 


something | 


“Lovers 


Current Road Shows 


(May 3-13) 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” (ist Co.)— 
Studebaker, Chicago (3-5): David- 
son, Milwaukee (7-10): Keith's. 
Grand Rapids (12-13). 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)—Met- 
ropolitan, Seattle (3-5); Capitol, 
Yakima, Wash. (8); Wilma, Missoula, 
Mont. (9); Marlow, Helena (10): 
Rainbow, Great Falls (11-12); Fox, 
Butte (13). 

“Blackouts of 1944” 
Capitan, Hollywood (3-13). 

“Blithe Spirit’—Walnut, Philadel- 
phia (3-13), 

“Blossom Time” (1st Co.)—Wilma. 
Missoula, Mont. (3): Marlow. Helena 
(4): Rainbow, Great Falls (6): Bab- 
cock, Billings (7); Bismarek Audi., 
Bismarck, N. D. (8); Davidson, Mil- 
waukee (11-13). 

“Blossom Time” (2d Co.)—Black- 
stone, Chicago (3-5); Shrine, Fort 
Wayne (7); Michigan, Ann Arbor 
(8); Michigan, Jackson (9): Memorial 
Audi., Dayton (10); Hartman, Celum- 
bus (11-13). 

“Career Angel” — Wilbur, Boston 
(12-13). 

“Connecticut Yankee” — Colonial. 
Boston (3-5); Cass, Detroit (7-13). 

“Corn Is Green’—Locust St., Phil- 
adelphia (3-5); War Memorial Audi., 
Trenton (8); Lyric, Allentown, Pa. 
(9-10); Playhouse, Wilmington (11- 
13). 

“Doughgirls” (24 Co.) — Shubert 
Lafayette, Detroit (3-5). 

“Dream with Music” — Shubert. 
Boston (3-13). 

“Family Carnovsky ’ — Forrest, 
Philadelphia (3-5). 

“Gay Nineties Revue”—Municipal 
Auditorium, Atlanta (3); Callaway 


ingham (5); University Tennessee 
Audi., Knoxville (6): Stanbaugh 
Audi., Youngstown, Ohio (10); Music 
Hall, Cleveland (11); Coliseum, 
Evansville, Ind. (12): Sunnybrook 
Pagk, Pottstown, Pa. (14). 

Gilbert and Sullivan Repertory— 
Boston Opera House, Boston (3-5). 

“Good Night, Ladies” — Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (3-5); Hanna, Cleveland 
(7-13). 
| “lee-Capades of 1944”°—Pacific Au- 
| ditorium, Los Angeles (3-13). 


“Janie” — Ford's, Baltimore (3-5): | 


| Metropolitan, Providence (8); Me- 
morial Audi.. Worcester (9): Court 
Sq.. Springfield. Mass. (10); Academy 
| of Music, Northampton (11); Erie, 
| Schenectady (12-13). 
“Junior Miss”- 
| Toronto (3-5); Bushnell Audi., Hart- 
| ford 
| 
| “Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Harris, 
| Chicago (3-3). 
“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—Music 
| Hall, Kansas City, Mo. (3-5): Audi- 
i} torium, Hastings. Nebr. (9); Omaha, 
!Omaha (10): Corn Palace, Mitchell, 
S. D. (11): Coliseum. Sioux Falls, 


S. D. (12); Shrine Audi., Des Moines | 


(13). 

| “Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.)—Hart- 
‘man, Columbus (3-5): Royal Alex- 
andra, Toronto (7-13). 

“Life With Father” (2d Co.) 
Municipal Auditorium, 
1«5): Geary, San Francisco (7-13). 

“Lovers and Friends”—Plymouth, 
Boston (3-5); Forrest, Philadelphia 
(7-13). 

“Oklahoma” (2d Co.)—Erlanger, 
i Chicago (3-13). 
| “Old Seak”—Erlanger. Buffalo (3- 
|} 3): Nixon, Pittsburgh ¢7-13) 
| “Pickup Girl”’—Wilbur, Boston (3- 


| “Rebecca”—Selwyn, Chicago (3- 
13). 

*Rosalinda”—National. Washington 
(3-13) 
“Same Time Next Week"—Shubert, 
New Haven (5); Plymouth, Boston 
| (7-13). 
| “Slap Happy”"—Ford’s, Baltimore 
(7-13). 


“Sons Fun"—Auditorium. Port- 


jland, Ore. (5); Metropolitan, Seattle 


7-13). 
“Student 
Angeles (3-13). 
“Three's a Family” 
Rapids (5). 
“Tomorrow the World” (2d Co.)— 


Keith's. Grand 


| Cass, Detroit (3-5): Paramoust, To- | 
lledo (8): Bijou, Battle Creek (9): | 


| State, Kalamazoo (10); Palace, South 


' Bend (11): Parkway, Madison. Wise. | 


(12-13). 
“Tropical 


Revue”™—Shrine <Audi., 


| Oklahoma City (5): Blackstone, Chi- | 
j cago (7-13). 


(vaude)—El] | 


Audi., La Grange (4); Audi., Birm- | 


Roval Alexandra, | 


(8-10); Shubert, New Haven | run, going into the 97th week with 


after the| 
same on the 96th stanza. “Meet the 


Long Beach | 


Prinee”—Biltmore, Los 


‘SPIRIT’ TOPS $24,000 


_ _Washington, May 2 

‘Blithe Spirit,” in eight perform- 
ances at the National theatre, grossed 
slightly more than $24.000 last week. 
Only matinees were off, with nignts 
completely sold out. “Rosalinda,” 
which folds after the Washington 
engagement, will be a highly profit- 
able attraction, with both balconies 
gone for the two weeks. 

Katharine Cornell in “Lovers and 
Friends”,comes in for one week and 
already mail orders are piled high 
for this engagement. She arrives 
May 22, after a week of the San 
Carlo opera. “Let's Face It” is 
booked for the week of May 29. 

There is still some uncertainty 
over who will have the E. street 
| house for the summer. “Life With 
| Father wants this engagement and 
so does “Kiss and Tell.” With busi- 
ness at bumper grosses, the outlook 
is that National will be open during 
July and August, or until the new 
season arrives. Max Gordon has 
already contracted for the week of 
October 23. He will show John P. 
Marquand’s dramatization of his 
own “The Late George Apley,” best- 
selling novel of several years ago. 


“Doughgirls,‘ $12,400, 
Boys’ Nifty $26,500 


Detroit, May 2. 

| Grosses continue topflight for late 
| season with all three Detroit legiti- 
rate houses in operation. 

In its final week ‘at the Cass, 
“Something for .he Boys” hit its top 
local figure, $26,500, at $3.60 top. It 
was followed May 1 by “Tomorrow 
the World,” set for six davs when “A 
Connecticut Yankee” comes in for 
two weeks. 

“The Doughgirls” at the Lafayette 
also continued a slight climb. $12.- 
400 in third week at house’s new 
high of $2.20 as compared to former 
$1.65 peak. Last week saw $12,000. 
It continues two more weeks when 
Guy Kibbee in “The Old Soak” takes 
over. 

Ear] Carroll's “Vanities.” which 
relit the Wilson, goes along but 
dropped to $22.000 in third week as 


here is $3.60. 


‘FATHER’ ADIEU AT 1346 


IN L. A; ‘PRINCE’ BACK 


Los Angeles, May 2. 


night 
! Second week of “Life 


| turned in excellent $13,500. 


In Hollywood Ken 


IN WASH. FOR SOCK BIZ 


In Topflight Detroit 


“The Student Prince.” hardy pe- 
rennial legiter, took up another stand 
at the Biltmore theatre here Sunday | 
(April 30) for a 17-day run 
|} and has plenty of profit in sight. 
Jith Father,” 
ended at the house Saturday (29), 
Hitting | 
local boards May 11 at the Belasco 
will be Felix Young's ‘8:40 Revue.” 
Murray's 
“Blackouts of 1944” at the El Capi-}| 


| compared to $29,000 last week. Top | 
| light upstairs. 


Bway Eases Off Though Biz Still OK: 


‘Helen’ Goes to 


Town at $28,000, 


‘Allah’ NSG 166, ‘Fling’ Looks Mild 


Broadway eased of: further last! 
week, two rainy days and nights | 
mitigating against. theatregoing, but! 
legit is prospering, as indicated by | 
the numer of lighted theatres, there 
being very few dark spots. 

“Helen Goes to Troy’ is the latest 
musical hit. It drew an excellent 
press and big takings. “Allah Be 
Praised” did ngt fare so well, the! 
first full being anything 
but promising. “A Highland Fting” 
drew so-so notices, a mild chance 
being indicated; “Sheppey” drew 
lightly and must perk up to stick. 
“Merry Widow” ends its excellent 
run this week. “Mrs. January” | 
leaves. 

Estimates for Lasi Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“A Highland Fling,’ Plymouth (C- 
1.075: $3.60). Opened Friday (28); 
drew divided opinion; chances may 
be indicated this week. 

“Allah Be Praised,” Adelphi (2d 
week) (M-1,434: $4.80). First full 
week not so good: around $16,000 es- 
timated, less than 50°, capacity, too 
light for musical. 

“Angel Street,” Golden (125th 
week) (D-789: $3.60). Cast changes 
at end of month but plans call for 
going through summer again; around 
$9.000; satisfactory. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Hudson 
‘173d week) (CD-1.094:  *$3.60). 
Weather affected attendance some- 
what but claimed to have bettered 
$11.000. which is alright both ways. 

“—-But Not Goodbye,” 48th Street. 


Taken off Saturday after’ three 
weeks; house now has “Pick-Up 


“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (22d 
week) ¢«CD-1.900: $4.80). Rated 
around $32,000. while considerably 
under grosses of early weeks, pro- 
vides plenty of profit. 

“Chicken Every Sunday,” Miller 
(4th week) ‘(C-940; $3.60). Doing 
fairly well but said to be expensive 
to onerate: estimated around $12,500; 


~Pecision,” Ambassador (13th 
week) (D-1,105: $3.60). Made the 
grade as moderate success although 
road show was fast flop; estimated 
around $10,500. 

“Early te Bed,” Broadhurst (46th 
week) (M-1.160; $4.80) Has done 
very well and will probably go to| 
road: when leaving “Slap Happy” | 
due to follow here; rated around | 
$18.500. 

“Follow the Girls,” Century (3d) 
week) (M-1,713; $4.80). Virtually | 
selling out, with actual gross around 
$37.500: discounting theatre 


party | 


| percentage, pace close to $40,000. 


tan shows no faltering in its lengthy | 


usual $14.800 prospects 


| People of 1944” in the Music Box | 


collected merry 
} ended April 27 and will do the same 
| this week. 

| ghost at the Mayan suddenly after 
| six days April 25 with not much 
more than $4,000 in the till to help 
balance very heavy production cost. 


‘Eddie Nugent Writes 
First Play, a Comedy 
Pittsburgh, May 2. 


7000 for first week | 


“Dream of Romance” gave up the} 


Eddie Nugent, currently touring in |} 


“Junior Miss,” revealed here that he 
| has written a new and untitled com- 
edy and is now doing i polishing 
job before sending it on the mana- 
gerial rounds. Max Gordon. produ- 
cer of “Miss.” will probably get the 


first look a 


Piece is a top cal farce which! 
deals with a draft-hounded guy who 
sells his house and all his possessions 
prior to going into the Army and 
then discovers he doesn’t ave to go 

al]. It's Nugent first trv at a 

full-length play yu iu- 

ored everal vaude Keicne daur- 
ing his pre-movie variety days. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“For Keeps” (“You'll 
Know.” “Make It Last” )—Gilbert 
Miller. 
| Face ‘road)—Horace 
Schmidlapp, Rickard Krakeur. 
“Stovepipe Hat”’—Irving Gaumont. 
“Career Angel” — Billings, Dicks, 
| Shay. 


, Marie L. Elkins. 

| “Slap Happy”—Lou Walters. 
“Oklahoma,” two 
| USO-Camp Shows. 


Nevet | 


“Helen Goes to Troy,” Alvin (1st) 
week) (O-1,357: $4.80). Box office 
line indicates strong chance: fiirst 
full week estimated around $28,000. 
only midweek matinee off. 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” 
Beck (7th week) (CD-1.214; $3.60) 
Named by Critics Circle as “best} 
foreign play;’ continues to sell out; 
$21,000. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (8th; 
week) (C-920: $3.60). Among the | 
stayers during second summer of en-| 
gagement, takings last .weck being | 
over $12,000. 

“Life With Father,” Empire (234th 
week) (C-929: $3.60). Off only few 
hundred last week, when quoted 
over $13,300. | 

“Mexican Hayride,” Winter Gar- 
den (13th week) (M-1.423: $6). Hold- 
ing to great pace, quoted over $45,- 
500: best weekly money by far on 
Broadwav. 

“Mrs. Janvary and Mr. Ex,” Be-| 
lasco (C-1,097: $3.60). Final and 5th | 
week: dipped under $10,000; not | 
enough for two-star show. 


“Oklahoma,” St James (56th 
week) (M-1.520; $4.80). There's an} 
almost continuous line at boxoffice; | 
classic musical comedy’s draw seems | 
inexhaustible over $30.500 every | 
week 


“One Touch of Venus,” 46th Street 
30th week) (M-1.347: $4.80). Also | 
is no Jetup in draw of this musical | 
ther. weekly take over $34,000. 


€ 


“Only the Heart,” Bijou (4th! 
week) (C-608: $3.60). Claimed to} 
ave improved slightly but must| 


climb higher for operating profits; 
under $3,000. 

“Over 21,” Music Box ‘(17th week) 
(C-1,001: $3.60). Slightiy off’ but 


| quoted $17.500 means excellent busi- 


' ness for straight play. 


| 
| 


“Pick-Up Girl,” 48th Street (D- | 
908: $3.30). Presented by Michael 
Todd associates; written by Elsa 
Shelley: well regarded in Boston; 
opens tonight (3). 

“Public Relations,” Mansfield. | 
Taken off Saturday after lean pick- 
ings iess than four weeks. 

“Ramshackle Inn.” Royale (17th 
week) (CD-996; $3.60). Profitable at | 


$12,000. 


“Hickory Stick”—Marjorie Ewing. | 


companies— 


“Sheppey.” Playhouse (2d week) 
(CD-865: $3.60). This week may tell: 
around $6.000 first full week. not} 
enough. | 

“The Doughgirls.” Lyceum ‘70th 
week) (C-997: $3.60). One of the 


fixing, and 


| mated 


champ comedies or 
cellent $15,500. 

“The Searching Wind,” Fulton (3d 
week) (D-948: $4.20). Top-rated 
drama of season: around $20,000. in- 
cluding parties, capacity. 

“The Voice of the Turtle.” Moros- 
co (21st week) ‘D-995: $4.20). 
Standout comedy selling out all per- 
formances: $22,000. 

“Tomorrow the World.” Barry- 
more (55th week) +D-995: $3.60). 
Went off further, like most other 
shows, but got nearly $12.500. 

“The Two Mrs. Carrols,” Booth 
(39th week) «(D-712; $3.60). Turning 
goodly profit every week: only bit 
affected, around $14,000. 

“3 Is a Family,” Longacre (5lst 
week) (C-1.108; $3.60). Completes 
year’s run this week and is summer 
holdover possibility; around $9,000. 

“Wallflower,” Cort (15th week) 
(D-1,064: $3.60). Weather hurt some 
attractions more than others: eased 
off to around $11,500. profitable, 
however. 

“Winged Victory.” 44th Street 
(24th week) (D-1.409: $4.80). Nearly 
six months’ stay .t capacity pace and 
ready to leave; over $35,000; may 
stay bit longer though slated to 
conclude in three weeks. 

“Ziegfeld Follies.” Imperial (56th 
week) (R-1.327: $4.80). One of the 
musicals that commands great draw, 
and ticket sale extends into summer; 
$33,500. 


Broadway; ex- 


REVIVALS 

“Merry Widow,” Majestic ‘(D- 
1,695; $3.60). Final and 40th week 
after great stay; dipped under 
$20,000; “Follow the Girls” may 
move down from Century. 
“Othello,” Shubert (28th week) 
(D-1,325; $3.60). All records for 
tragedy beaten and likely to stay 
through summer; rated around $23,- 
000. 


Dream’ Still Tops 
Hub With $26,009 


Boston, May 2. 

“Dream With Music” remained top 
grosser last week. although it 
dropped in its second week, very 
unusual for musical here. Show still 
remains three more, 
counting current session. “Connec- 
ticut Yankee” finished second week 


| Okay: “Lovers and Friends” opened 


nicely at Plymouth: “Pick-Up Girl” 
maintained steady pace at the Wil- 
bur, and Burnside Gilbert and Sulli- 
van Co., back for another stand, did 
well at the Opera House. 

No openings this week. Ahead are 
“Same Time Next Week” and “3 Is a 
Family” (8): “Career Angel” (12): 
“Corn Is Green” (22): “Stovepipe 
Hat” (22): “For Keeps” (no datc), 
and “Catherine Was Great” (‘no 


| date). 


Estimates for Last Week 

“Coanecticut Yankee,” Colonial 
(1,500; $3). Second week on Guild- 
Theatre Society billing took esti- 
$22,000. good. Final week 
current. 

“Dream With Music,” Shubert (1.- 
500; $4). Slipped to estimated $26.- 
000 on second. Third week current, 
two to go. 

Gilbert and Sullivan Co., Opera 
House (3,000; $3). Second engave- 
ment this season, still welcome at an 


| estimated $26,000, 10 performances. 


Second week current. 

“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth 
(1,474: $3). Persona] star draw re- 
sponsible for good estimated $13,000; 
final week current. 

“Pick-Up Girl,” Wilbur (1,300: $3). 
Maintained staunch draw to take 
over $10,000, plus estimated $1,700 
opener Sat. (22) for total of $11,700, 
nine performances ‘moved out Sat. 
29). 


‘SONS’ $29,700, 156 
FOR ‘BRIDES,’ FRISCO 


San Francisco, May 2 

Both legits in San Franciseco—the 
Olsen-Johnson “Sons o’ Fun,” at the 
Curran. and Howard Lang’s “School 
for Brides,” at the next-door Geary 
—are bound only by the number of 
seats in the two houses. 

“School” went to $15,000 its sece 
ond week, with “Sons” staying at 
$29.700 simply because that’s ca- 
pacity. 


‘Kiss’ 17G, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, May 2. 

Legit season here closed big. with 
“Kiss and Tell” collecting $17,000 in 
eight performances, $2.50 top, at the 
English (1,500). ; 

With nothing more in view despite 
fagt ail comers here this spring have 
had hefty takes, house is closing 
unti) fall. 
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Lux Soap Facials 
really make skin lovelier 


Ina recent test of Lux Toilet Soap beauty facials 
“actually 3 out of 4 complexions improved ina 
short time. Lovely Risé Stevens gives you a 
tip you'll want to follow: “These ACTIVE- 
‘LATHER FACIALS with Lux Toilet Soap do 
‘wonders for my skin!” she tells you. “First 

I cover my face generously with the creamy 
lather and work it in gently but thor- 
‘oughly. I rinse with warm water, splash 
‘with cold—then pat to dry. Simple, but 
it works!” See if these beauty facials 
‘don’t make your complexion lovelier. 


4/ 


SCREEN STARS 
ARE RIGHT! 

PARAMOUNT 4 FACIALS REALLY | FIGHT WASTE 


x 
D i It’s patriotic to hel < 
ts patriotic to p save 
SKIN soap. Use only what you 
SMOOTH ER, SOFTER, need. Don't let your cake x 
of Lux Toilet Soap stand - 
MORE ADORABLE! in water. After using ., 
ee place it in a dry soap . 
seine dish, Moisten last sliver 4 


and press against new if 
cake. 
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